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An Introduction 
 

 
 
The End of Year and legacy AS exams are finished and thoughts now turn to the summer, and what lies beyond. 
You now have less than a year left at Richard Hale! What awaits you are a number of key decisions that will deter-
mine your immediate and mid-term futures. By now you have decided that you probably want to continue through to 
Higher Education to study for a degree or similar higher level qualification. The information in this booklet, along with 
the ‘After A Levels’ information evening should help inform your decision making process.   
 
The aim of this booklet is to support you as you make your application to university. It contains  information on how to 
choose the right course and institution, the UCAS process, and how to write the all important Personal Statement 
and complete the application form. It also provides information on application to specialist courses, student finance 
and gap year guidance, as well as useful website links. 
 
Although there are sections that may not be relevant to you, this booklet will certainly be a useful guide to your deci-
sion making when choosing the courses and institutions you will apply to.  
 
I hope you find it useful. 
 
Good Luck! 
 
Mr S Robins  
June 2017                                                              
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Why study at university?                                                                                

 
The pros and cons: 
 
Degree     Job 
Essential for many professions  Experience of life valuable 
More employable generally  Lack of degree may become irrelevant in later life 
Quicker promotion   Start work sooner 
More money later   More money now 
University life is fun 
 
University study allows students to further any particular academic interests, whilst the experience of living in a cos-
mopolitan student community and the chance to develop new friendships presents exciting opportunities. Degree 
level study will also allow you to develop new skills and personal qualities such as self-reliance, adaptability, and the 
ability to communicate effectively, all of which are valued by employers. Perhaps most important of all, higher educa-
tion is often a way of obtaining a better job. Some professions have been 'graduate only' for many years but as more 
graduates enter the job market a higher education qualification is increasingly becoming the norm.  
 
For people who have no idea what they want to do for a career, perhaps the greatest benefit of applying for a degree 
course is that it delays the decision for a few years. There is nothing wrong with that - provided students enter into 
the course wholeheartedly, not just because they can't think of anything better to do. It should also be stated that 
having a university place to aim for is a good motivator during the lengthy revision period in the Upper Sixth... it can 
act as a light at the end of the tunnel! 
 
 

The university experience 
 
University education offers enhanced career prospects for able students and, in addition, gives opportunities to meet 
other students from a wide variety of backgrounds, the chance to stand up for your ideals and manage your affairs. 
Nevertheless, do not assume that you must inevitably go there. Apart from increasing financial pressures or failure to 
study effectively, many students drop out because of being in the wrong place, at the wrong time. If you are not con-
tent in your surroundings, you will not do well. University is about far more than your course of study - it is about your 
learning being developed through the people you meet and the things you do, and you should go to a place which 
will enable you to develop fully. Your chosen course must interest you deeply if you are to gain the maximum from 
your university experience. Your needs, abilities and ambitions must all be carefully taken into account when decid-
ing about higher education. 
 

 
Is one university better than another? 
 
University degree course content and offers vary widely from place to place, and from subject to subject. Traditional 
universities tend to command higher grades; of this, the Russell Group universities tend to have the highest tariffs. In 
principle, all degrees represent the same level of academic attainment and give the same exemptions from profes-
sional examinations, although certain degrees at some universities seem to be more favoured by employers than 
others.  League tables are commonly compiled to rate universities by student performance, level of teaching, re-
search  activities and overall student experience. It is worth checking these out when considering which institutions to 
apply for. However, they only tell part of the story and should only play a part in your decision –making process. 
 

Useful comparison websites  
 

 

www.russellgroup.ac.uk/home/ 
 
unistats.direct.gov.uk/ 
 
www.guardian.co.uk/education/universityguide 
 
www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/good_university_guide/ 
 
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings 
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Decisions, decisions  … 

 
Do not be overwhelmed by the size of the task. There may be over 37000 courses available but the vast majority of 
them won’t interest or suit you. What you must do is think carefully about what you want.  
The biggest cause of drop-out at degree level is simply the wrong choice of course. 
 
THERE ARE 4 KEY DECISIONS YOU HAVE TO MAKE: 
 
1. WHAT SUBJECT? 
2. WHAT KIND OF COURSE? 
3. WHAT INSTITUTION? 
4. WHICH LOCATION(S)? 
 
It would be worth taking time to answer these questions before you start considering the decisions listed 
above. 
 

Ask yourself … 
 

 Why do you want to study at University? 
 

 What subjects fire my passions for study? 
 

 What courses are there that meet my interests and abilities? 
 

 Where can I study these subjects? 
 

 Are there special requirements or skills needed for this course? 
 

 Is there an additional entry test required for the course? 
 

 Will my chosen course lead to a specific career? 
 

 Does location matter? 
 

 Do I want to be near my family or not? 
 

 Do I want to study and work at the same time? 
 

 Do I want a course that relies on exams, or continuous assessment? 
 

 What extra curricular activities do I want from a University? 
 

 Do I want to be in a city or a campus university? 
 

 Do I want to live in student halls of residence, or live out, or live at home? 
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How do I get information to make my decisions? 

 
Below is a list of useful places to explore courses and institutions.  
The UCAS website www.ucas.com is an excellent starting point, and has a number of links to other sites. 

  
 

 

 
Pre university 
taster courses 
within individual 

university  
departments  

UCAS conven-
tions take place in 
a number of cities 
over the next few 

months, see UCAS 
website for dates. 

 
Prospectus’ and/

or Companion 
Guides on line, 

Sixth Form office 
and Library. 

The Sixth Form 
team and tutors 

are experienced in 
the process and 
can offer a great 
deal of advice. 

 
Connexions, ad-

visers are happy to 
discuss options. 

Appointments can 
be made via school 

 
The UCAS Course 

Search  
Application on the 

UCAS website. 

University Open 
Days, these are 

advertised on their 
websites and can 
be general or de-
partment specific 

 

Where can I 
get  

information? 
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Applying 

 
About UCAS 
 

 UCAS is the organisation that manages applications to higher education courses. 

 They DO NOT make the offers of places; admissions tutors from the individual university departments make 
this decision and inform you via the UCAS system. 

 Applications are sent individually to institutions; universities will not know where else you have applied to. 
 All applications are made through the UCAS electronic system.  

 This is accessed online via the UCAS website by means of a secure web-based application system. 
 

The process 
 

 You will set up your application at school on return from study leave. 

 This is achieved by choosing the APPLY option from the UCAS website, and following the onscreen instruc-
tions to create your application. 

 The application is made up of 6 sections: personal details, additional information, choices, education 
(academic results), employment and the personal statement. The academic reference is added by staff when 
the application is complete. 

 The system goes live from the mid June 2017 for the 2017-18 application process. 

 You can fill in the bulk of information required before the summer holidays end, but cannot actually send the 
application until 1st September. 

 No decision about course choice can be made before the AS results are known, but research should take 
place over the summer to prepare for the application. 

 Personal statements are overseen by the tutors and Sixth Form team, who also write the references. 

 The closing date for applications is January 15th, 2018 for most students. March 24th for Art courses. 

 Once completed, you can follow the progress of your applications via the on line TRACK system from the 
UCAS website. 

 You can apply for up to 5 institutions for most courses. 

 The cost is £13 for an application to one institution, £24 to more than one choice, payable online via debit/
credit card. 

 You cannot apply to both Oxford and Cambridge. 

 Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine and Veterinary Science applicants can only make 4 choices. 

 Closing dates for the above courses is the October 15th 2017 
                                                           

What happens after you apply? 
 

 Universities receive your application and will make a decision based on:   
          GCSE grades 
           AS grades in legacy subjects (where relevant) 
           Personal statement 
           Your academic reference 
           How closely you fit to their entry profile 

 Some courses require admissions tests, interviews or work to be submitted before an offer is made. These are 
outlined in detail further on in this document. 

 Once the decision has been made the individual institutions inform UCAS, and you will find out the decisions 
via the online tracking system. 

 Applications to each of the institutions will be either accepted with a conditional offer (C),  accepted and an 
unconditional offer made, or rejected (R). 

 Once all decisions have been made, you choose your first, or firm choice (F), and an insurance choice (I) . 

 The insurance choice offer should be lower than the firm choice. This is VERY IMPORTANT 

 If you accept a firm (F) offer then you cannot decide to change institutions later on. 
 

Further services offered in APPLY 
 

 If you do not gain an offer, or decide to change course after the application is complete you can use the  
          EXTRA system to re-apply. 

 If you wish to take a year out you complete the application as usual but complete the section stating you wish 
to apply for the 2018-19 academic year instead. 

 If you fail to gain grades for both firm and insurance offers you can use the CLEARING system . 
 



7  

Decision  One - The choice of subject 

 
You must start with your choice of subject. Considerable research is necessary here, for there are over 900 different 
subjects available in universities alone making up a total of 37,000 courses. These are provided in 370 institutions in 
the UK alone. You will study this subject for the next 3 or 4 years, so being fully committed to the subject is vital. You 
can make up to FIVE choices, but need to ensure that the choices are for the same or similar subject e.g. History or 
History and Politics. 
 
You may choose a subject stemming from your A Level courses and interests, where your intellectual curiosity has 
already been stimulated, and your subject knowledge is already of a high standard. You might not want to confine 
your studies to one subject, and there are innumerable joint or combined honours courses available - for example, 
there are over 400 joint courses available with French. As ever, the best advice is that you choose the subject that is 
right for you, and that you enjoy. 
 
If you have already formed some idea about the career you eventually wish to pursue, then a vocational course is a 
possibility. Indeed in some cases, it might even be a necessity. But you must know what the career actually involves 
- and in particular, the length of the training, and the nature of the work. If you are simply attracted to the status and 
salary of a career, and have little or no knowledge of the demands that it will make, then you are approaching the 
issue in the wrong way, and may well be making a very poor choice of subject.    
 
Vocational courses exempt you from some professional examinations, but a vocational degree does not mean that 
you are committed to follow a particular career - it is a measure of intellectual attainment, and not a work-ticket. At 
least half of all job vacancies (such as in Marketing, Publishing, Management and the Civil Service) are available to 
graduates in any field. And many who do take vocational courses find employment in other areas. 
 
Many parents will be anxious about the choice of degree course you opt for, believing that any such course repre-
sents specific training for a specific occupation. Except for vocational courses, this is NOT THE CASE. You are de-
voting three or four years of your life to a study of a subject because it provides you with an intellectual stimulus and 
a qualification for jobs that are only open to graduates. Practically any degree represents a qualification for entry into 
literally thousands of different types of employment. 
 
Employers are looking for evidence of academic ability, initiative and determination -all qualities that are needed to 
obtain a degree in any subject, be it Accountancy or Classics, Law or Philosophy. The subject matter is far less im-
portant than the development of your skills of analysis, evaluation, initiative, communication and presentation.  You 
must therefore not imagine that: 
 
(a) Some degrees are not marketable 
(b) All professions require degrees in specific subjects 
(c) A degree in a particular subject guarantees entry to a chosen career. 
 
Employment is increasingly about the quality of the degree and the quality of the applicant.  If there are specific de-
gree requirements for a particular career, find out about them now. However, success or failure in finding employ-
ment on graduation is often determined by the motivation, personality, work experience, skills and aptitudes of the 
applicant and, not least, on the ability to construct a CV, complete an application form and to interview well. 
 
Your choice of subject needs extensive research. No one can choose it for you. The earlier you start this 
process, the better it is, and will be hugely beneficial in helping make the correct decisions. Once you have resolved 
your subject choice, this then points you in the direction of those institutions where you can study the particular areas 
of the subject that you favour. Individual prospectuses and departmental Open Day visits will give you still further 
information. Once again, it is vital that you should feel personally committed to your chosen subject; you must en-
joy studying the subject, and it must be your decision! 
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Decision Two - The choice of course 
 
 
Once you have decided upon a subject of study, you must then investigate the specific features of the courses on 
offer at the various institutions with a view to finding some that specially appeal. This involves a good deal of re-
search on your part, and you must appreciate from the outset that courses differ considerably in both approach and 
content.  
 
Essentially there are 6 main types of course: 
 

 Single Honours - one subject studied, within which a range of specialist options is generally provided. There is 
often a 'Foundation Year’ during which several related subjects are studied, though not in any great depth. This 
leads to the last 2 years studying chosen options in more depth. This is the most common form of degree. 

 

 Joint Honours - study of two separate but equal subjects, which may or may not be related. (Note there is some-
times little co-ordination between the Departments). Examples are History and French. Sometimes there might be 
a 'major' and a 'minor' subject. Prospectuses will give the detail, make sure you read the small print.  

 

 Combined Honours - study of several subjects, which may or may not be related, often narrowing as the course 
progresses to one or two subjects. Examples are Combined Science or Combined Social Sciences. 

 

 Interdisciplinary Courses - study of a number of subjects, all related to a particular theme. Examples are Ameri-
can Studies, Environmental Studies, Media Studies. 

 

 Sandwich Courses - alternating periods of study and related work placements, normally lasting for four 
years, though some are extended to five years. 

 

 Modular Courses - a wide variety of 'unit' courses is offered, and the student selects his/her own programme,  
often after a common subject first year. Credits are built up towards a single, joint or combined honours degree. 

 
Courses with the same or similar name (such as History) may vary considerably in content from one institution to 
another. There are often subsidiary subjects to be taken in conjunction with the main subject (eg Bristol's Modern 
Languages course includes a foundation course in social sciences; many Mathematics courses have a compulsory 
Statistics component). Be particularly wary of joint courses with seemingly identical titles. For example, Business 
Studies with German means that Business Studies is the major subject and German is the minor subject; Business 
Studies and German means that equal time is allocated to each subject: Note that not all subjects are offered at eve-
ry University. 
 
Most courses take three years, but many extend to four, five or six. The latter category includes courses in Medicine, 
Veterinary Science, Dentistry and Architecture, courses in Scottish Universities and at Brunel and Keele Universities, 
many Engineering courses, courses with practical training (i.e. most modern languages courses and sandwich cours-
es everywhere), and increasing numbers of courses in Applied Science, Technology and Social Sciences. Courses 
at the independent University of Buckingham are for two years only. 
 
Many courses in languages, science and engineering (among others) offer up to a year of study in the. Under the 
SOCRATES-ERASMUS scheme (European Action Scheme for the Mobility of University Students), you might be 
eligible for an additional grant towards the cost of studying elsewhere in Europe for part of your course. There is at 
least one ERASMUS programme in many UK universities You should consult the ISCO publication "Socrates-
Erasmus: the UK Guide ". 
 
Once you know the subject and the type of course you want to study, the final decision is which institution 
to apply to.  
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What should you be looking for in a degree course? 
 
 
It is important to recognise that courses are not better than one another, but simply different. The 'best course' is the 
course that suits you best. This also applies to your choice of University. But you should select your course before 
you select your university.   
 

Questions you should ask yourself include: 
 
 Is the course largely theoretical, practical, or vocational? 
 

 What kind of teaching? Lectures, tutorials, or both? Seminars? How regular are tutorials and seminars? How 
many students will be at them? Are they formal or informal? 

 

 How much written work? How much laboratory work? Are there workshops? Is it merely traditional audio-visual 
teaching? 

 

 Is the degree assessed by final written examinations, or continuous assessment? Or both? 
 

 How much specialisation and how early? How wide is the range of course options? 
 

 How much contact is there with tutors? How much free/study time? 
 

 What library or laboratory facilities are there for this course? 
 

 What is the balance between lectures, tutorials, practical work, projects, dissertations, teamwork and private 
study? 

 

 Is the stress on personal academic development or on participatory group learning? 
 

 Do final examinations give any exemption from the academic requirements of professional bodies? 
 

 Do I need the structure and discipline of a course with regular assignments and exams?  Do I need an equiva-
lent monitoring system? Or am I ready for a greater measure of freedom and self-direction? 

 

 What changes, expansion plans or cutbacks are expected, if any? 
 

 What are the Department’s views on a GAP year? 
 

 What is the employability record of graduates from this course and in which areas? 
 
Some courses demand your attendance at University for what amounts to a full working day; private study in addition 
will put your stamina to the test. Some require attendance at relatively few lectures and seminars or tutorials, but ex-
pect you to organise your own time with a full sense of dedication and responsibility. Such courses make great de-
mands on your self-discipline and self-reliance. Some departments offer a degree of academic monitoring which can 
go as far as a one-to-one tutorial; in others, larger group seminars allow you to feel less closely watched. There can 
be a strong element of continuous assessment in some courses, while in others the whole strain of achievement falls 
on the final examinations. You really must assess your own temperament, honesty and recognise the conditions un-
der which you work well. This is why detailed research is essential; the principal reason for students dropping out of 
university is insufficient prior knowledge of the content of the course, and of the demands it makes on the individual. 
 
If you are planning to study a “new” subject at university (i.e. one not linked to your A Level studies), then some 
background reading is essential. You need to be certain that you have a genuine academic interest in the discipline 
concerned. In choosing a course, you should be confident that it matches your interests, abilities and plans. Howev-
er, there is another important factor – you must be confident that you have a decent chance of getting in! This con-
sideration is intimately linked with your choice of Universities. 
 
You should consult the UCAS Course Search section of the website for a comparison of courses, while Bri-
an Heap’s Degree Course Offers is practically statutory reading (a copy is in the library). By the end of July 
you should have drawn up a short list of university courses for your Higher Education submission. Compare the pro-
spectuses and begin settling on your final choice of five universities. Holiday and Open Day visits will provide you 
with more information and you are strongly recommended to undertake at least one visit. 
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Decision  Three - The choice of university 

 
 
It is essential that you should apply to universities where you have a realistic chance of acceptance, and where the 
right courses and learning conditions are available. Only you can establish what are the right courses and learning 
conditions: no two applicants are likely to take the same view. 
 
The questions most frequently asked are "Which is the best university for studying subject X?” or simply "Which is the 
best university?". These are unhelpful questions and ones incapable of definite answers, even though publications 
such as The Times Guide produce university league tables which profess to show the best universities and courses. 
All universities have their peculiar strengths and weaknesses.  It is dangerous to rely upon the accumulated wisdom 
(sometimes simply thinly disguised prejudice) of parents, teachers and friends. Reputation is also a most unreliable 
measure of quality when staff and course changes are constantly taking place. 
 
Many factors influence the choice of university, and given that you have only 5 choices, detailed research before mak-
ing a decision is essential. You should visit universities on Open Days, or during the holidays. You should read the 
official university prospectuses, together with ‘alternative prospectuses' (published by students) where they exist.  You 
should consult the university websites. When you have decided on your subject and course, you should consider seri-
ously the following factors: 
 
(a)   Size and facilities - sports, social, career-related activities?  How social are you? University life is socially intense 

and exposed.  Are you gregarious or outgoing enough to enjoy the closed society of a small university or colle-
giate unit which is remote from a large town or city, and which creates its own world? Or do you like the idea of 
an easy escape into a larger, wider community which offers you a second different world? 

 
(b)   Location - in a city centre? (eg Leeds, Newcastle) - campuses on the edge of town? (eg Reading, Exeter) - in an-

cient buildings in a small city? (eg Durham, St Andrews) - in a rural location? (eg Keele). Distance from home? 
Cost of travel? 

 
(c)   Accommodation - Halls of Residence? Self-catering? Approved lodgings? Flats? Bed-sits? Availability of each? 

Location of each? Cost of each? 
 
 

Entry Requirements 
 
 
BTEC National Diploma Level 3 A Level            New tariff (A Level/BTEC 

 
                          
        

  
Each course has its own tariff; information about course entry requirements is available from the UCAS Course 
Search on their website. (NB these grades are not in any way binding on Admissions Tutors and simply act to give 
you a guideline; a large number of applicants can result in the raising of entry grades in practice, and vice versa).  
 
You must be realistic about your choices based on these tariffs. Admissions tutors will look at your GCSE 
and predicted A Level/BTEC grades when deciding to offer you a conditional place. If you apply for courses 
with unrealistic entry requirements, you are unlikely to get offers. You need to select courses with a similar 
range of grade requirements/tariffs to maximise your chances of success but it is essential you research the 
various options carefully before applying. 
 
 
 

GRADE TARIFF POINTS 

D*D*D* 420 

DDD 360 

MMM 240 

PPP 120 

D* DM 340 

DMP 240 

MMP 200 

GRADE TARIFF POINTS 

A* 240 

A 200 

B 160 

C 120 

D 80 

E 40 

  

GRADE TARIFF POINTS 

A*  or D* 56 

A   or D 48 

B    40 

C   or M 32 

D 24 

E    or P 16 
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New tariffs explained more fully 
 

 UCAS have introduced a new tariff system by which some HE providers will be using when making offers to 
students 

 Many reasons were cited including its inflexibility to accommodate vocational and international qualifications, 
expensive and complex methodology and a lack of transparency in determining points allocations. UCAS be-
lieve that the new Tariff addresses all of these concerns. 

 However, the system has not been adopted yet by all HE providers and indeed many still make offers based 
on a required set of A Level grades 

 Under the old system an A* grade at A Level would also be worth 140 UCAS points, and A grade 120 points. 
You therefore will see a 20 point drop for each grade down to an E which is worth 40 UCAS points 

 Under the new tariff an A* would be worth 56 points an A grade 48 points etc. You find a drop of 8 points per 
grade down to an E which is worth 16 points 

 The same applies to BTEC Level 3 Extended Diplomas. Under the old system, a distinction star (D) is seen as 
the equivalent of an A* at A Level and worth 140 points . A distinction (D) would be the equivalent of an A and 
worth 120 points 

 Under the new tariff a D* is worth 56 points a D 48 points a merit (M) 40 points and a pass (P) 32 points 

 AS levels where still taken in schools have been reduced in value from 50% of an A Level to 40%. There are 
also no A* grades at AS so an A would now be worth 20 points under the new tariff as opposed to 60 under 
the old system. 

 As mentioned earlier, the changes have been brought in partly to enable other a greater number of ‘other’ 
qualifications to be included fin offers should the provider include other qualifications in their offer apart form 
the usual A Level of BTEC qualifications 

 A good example of this is the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ).  

 The EPQ has sometimes been included in offers made by HE providers. It has been included as an AS and is 
the only such qualification where an A* could be awarded.  

 It also bucks the trend by actually retaining the 50% value of an old AS qualification so an A* equates to 28 
points under the new tariff and an A to 24 points 

 
The system is still evolving and the best advice UCAS give is to check each university course to see which system 
they use to make an offer. UCAS do have a points converter tool, so you can always use this to change grades into 
points when researching courses that have moved over to the new points tariff. 
 
So examples underneath show how the new tariffs work against the old points system 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is no BTEC equivalent for A level grades at B or D. BTEC grades only match in the following ways. 
BTEC Distinction* = A* at A Level 
BTEC Distinction = A at A Level 
BTEC Merit = C at A Level 
BTEC Pass  = E at A Level 
  

A Level 
traditional 

A
* 

140 
points 

A 120 points B 100 points C 80 points 

A Level 
new tariff 

A
* 

56 points A 56 points B  40 points C 32 points 

BTEC tra-
ditional 

D
* 

140 
points 

D 120 points M 80 points P 40 points 

BTEC new 
tariff 

D
* 

56 points D 50 points M 32 points P 16 points 
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Types of Universities     
Every university has a distinct character of its own.  Some are large, while others are small and intimate. Some are in 
the centres of big towns and cities and have a strongly urban character. Others are to be found in suburbs or in the 
country. Some have buildings scattered about a town centre. Others are concentrated on one site, commonly called 
a 'campus’. Some campuses are central and tightly packed. Others are out of town, self-contained and pleasantly 
landscaped. 
 
Wherever you choose to apply, you must select the kind of places which will suit you best and offer the kind of envi-
ronment and activities from which you will benefit. 
 
The traditional universities can be broadly categorised as follows: 
 

 Civic Universities - sited centrally in, and interacting closely with a major city. Halls of Residence (often some 
distance from the University) form separate and lively communities. Examples include Bristol, Leeds, Liver-
pool, Manchester, Newcastle, and Sheffield. 

 City Campus Universities - universities that have developed just outside their cities. Birmingham, Exeter, 
Nottingham and Reading have sites large enough to contain academic buildings and a large proportion of resi-
dential accommodation.  Hull and Leicester have academic sites a mile or so from the city centre, and accom-
modation complexes two miles further out. Southampton is on the outskirts of the city with scattered Halls of 
Residence. 

 Greenfield Campus Universities - Mainly the 1960’s wave of new universities established on greenfield sites, 
and designed as self-sufficient, self-contained social and academic units. East Anglia, Essex, Keele, Sussex, 
Warwick and York. 

 Collegiate Universities - Oxford, Cambridge (and in a different way Durham and Lancaster). 

 London - each constituent college is of the size of a full-scale university and functions as such. 

 Wales - (Aberystwyth, Bangor, Cardiff, Swansea) — a group of universities with a federal structure. 

 Technological Universities - have their roots in the old technical and technological colleges with close links 
to industry. They offer courses with strong practical and technological bias on hi-tech modem campuses. Ex-
amples include Aston, Bath, Bradford, Brunei, City, Loughborough, Salford, Surrey, UMIST. 

 Scottish Universities - Aberdeen, Dundee, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Heriot-Watt, St Andrews, Stirling, Strath-
clyde. All Scottish universities offer four year courses. They are unusual in that the open structure of most de-
gree courses (Medicine, Law and Divinity are generally exceptions) enables maximum flexibility in choice of 
course. In other words, you are admitted to a faculty and not a department. Students in the faculties of arts, 
sciences and social sciences normally select three or four subjects in their first year from a wide range of pos-
sible courses, extending over several distinct study areas. As students are not normally admitted into honours 
courses until the end of their second year, they can experiment - in both known and unknown areas of study - 
before coming to a final decision. All applicants within a faculty are made the same conditional offer, and there 
are seldom any interviews. 

 Irish universities - Northern Ireland, Queen's Belfast and Ulster. 

 New Universities - Former polytechnics which became universities in their own right in 1992. All award their 
own degrees and offer a full range of courses, both vocational and non-vocational, at degree and diploma lev-
el. They are often an amalgamation of several former colleges, and are sometimes spread across a number of 
campuses. Many have a close liaison with industry; examples are Hertfordshire, Oxford Brookes, Northumbria, 
Nottingham Trent, and Bristol UWE. 

 Those interested in applying to universities in the USA, Republic of Ireland or elsewhere in the EU, should 
see Mr Robins or Mr Upponi-Davis. 

 
Prospectuses, visits and open days 
 
University prospectuses can be glossy exercises in marketing. Their range, quality and accuracy are very variable. 
Some of the claims made are hard to square with the realities revealed by a visit. Alternative Prospectuses 
(produced by students) are usually readable and informative, but also uneven and highly subjective. You are advised 
to treat all such literature with caution. All universities have websites; access is normally available through 
www.university name.ac.uk. (See Appendix). 
 
All universities also offer Open Days which provide you with an opportunity to talk with academic staff and students. 
The value of this exercise varies from place to place, and you should select your Open Days carefully. Days organ-
ised by university subject departments are invariably more useful than general university open days. 
 
Remember that repeated absence from School will disrupt your academic programme and therefore jeopardise your 
academic progress and thus your prospects of university admission; for this reason we restrict you to a maximum of 
three visits in school time. 
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The Application  

 
What is the Admissions Tutor looking for? 
 
Entry profiles are important when deciding the choice of course. Departments state the academic mix of A 
Levels they are looking for, as well as the skills and experiences students are required to have when apply-
ing. You need to make sure that you read these very carefully before choosing a course. Fitting their ex-
pected profile will give you a much stronger chance of gaining an offer.  
 
Each University / Department has a different emphasis, but the basic considerations are: 
 
(a)  Academic achievement - GCSE, AS and A Level results already taken. Range of subjects studied. Time 

 taken to obtain GCSE passes. For some highly competitive subjects / institutions a minimum GCSE hurdle 
 may be set for admission - in Medicine this tends to be 6 or more A/A* grades at GCSE. Oxbridge colleges  

             Will also be looking for 6-7 A* grades at GCSE and predictions of A* A ,A at A Level as a minimum.  
 
(b) Performance in admissions tests  - these have proven to be a very strong selector and de-selector for 
 courses such as Law (LNAT) and Medicine (BMAT/UKCAT). A wide range of materials can be found on line 
 at www.ucas.com and also on request at the Sixth Form office. 
 
(c)  Interviews - in the case of those universities basing their selection in part on interview; do you offer  
 evidence that you have done more than simply absorb passively what you have been taught? Do you have 
 an obvious capacity for independent academic and personal development? Can you think on your feet? 
 Would you be interesting / rewarding to teach? 
 
(d) Current progress in A Level subjects and predicted A Level grades (as specified in your confidential 

reference). Performance in Year 12 is particularly important  - as evidenced by your AS results if still a legacy 
subject or from the internal end of year exams. 

 
(e)        Academic potential - interest in subject; academic strengths and weaknesses revealed in the application or 

at interview; academic motivation; indications that you will make a success of a degree course (new pattern 
of work and teaching methods); awareness of what chosen course entails. 

 
(f)       Personal qualities - powers of expression, independence of mind, industry, determination, sense of respon-

sibility, realism of assessment of own abilities; sense of purpose; ability to meet deadlines; in other words 
they will look at your 'teachability'. Tutors want people who are committed to learning. 

 
(g)       Interests A good entry that is convincing can assist a borderline candidate. You must provide evi-

dence of enthusiasm and commitment to your chosen course; reference to relevant study and work experi-
ence are particularly important. 

 
(g)        Likely contribution to university life. 
      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Personal Statement 
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You are required to compile a Personal Statement in support of your application. It is likely to have a decisive bearing 
on whether you receive conditional offers from universities, particularly those where the competition for places is 
most intense. Tutorial time will be dedicated to helping you write this. Seek advice from your teachers, Tutor  Year 
Head and myself. 
 
The Personal Statement is your only opportunity to sell yourself to a university department. It must stand out and be 
attractive to read. No purpose is served by cramming everything into a relatively short space. Write in complete sen-
tences. Avoid any information that is misleading, fictitious or trivial. You are reminded of the need for good, clear 
English together with correct spelling and punctuation.  
 
Most of the Personal Statement will reflect your academic and intellectual interests. Throughout, specific examples 
are far more convincing than general statements, so do not start by saying ‘I want to read Chemistry because I am 
very interested in it’. Try and emphasise any specific skills and attributes you have that are relevant to the entry pro-
file for your preferred course. 
 
Our advice is to work on the basis of three paragraphs.  
 
Paragraph 1  - THIS SHOULD BE THE LONGEST PARAGRAPH AT LEAST 1/3 OF THE STATEMENT. 

 Outline clearly the reasons for selecting your courses / subjects.  

 Explain exactly what it is that excites you about them.  

 Make explicit reference to examples of topics, lessons, practical work, research, courses, fieldwork, projects, 
reading outside the syllabus, etc.  

 You might also want to explain how your chosen subject links with one or more of your other A Level subjects. 
In other words, you must justify your choice of degree course. 

 Where a joint honours degree is involved, you should do this for both subjects.  

 If you have not studied your proposed degree subject at school, explain exactly what has attracted you to it, 
and offer details of research that you have done.  

 
Paragraph 2 

 Start with some details about your academic achievements in the relevant subject as well as participation in 
related external competitions (for example EES scheme, Formula 1, MUN).  

 Relevant work experience should also be described here, and especially in the case of applicants for courses 
in Medicine and Law.  

 It is essential to explain exactly how you have benefited from any extra curricular activities and what you learnt 
from them.  

 If you plan to take a Gap Year, outline the reasoning behind your decision, and try to give some indication of 
what you have/are planning; any activity that is likely to develop your skills is particularly worthwhile in this 
context 

 
Paragraph 3  

 Advertise your individual strengths and qualities to impress the selectors with your likely contribution to    uni-
versity life.  

 Include examples of activities which demonstrate your leadership skills, your capacity for teamwork, your en-
terprise or originality, your sensitivity to the needs of others and contribution to the community, and your deter-
mination to stick at a task. Select 3 or 4 activities which bring out these qualities; they do not have to be con-
fined to school activities, and might well include sporting, musical, artistic and dramatic talents and achieve-
ments. Charitable works, team membership, direction of a play, posts of responsibilities, musical activities, and 
unusual hobbies are simply a few of the possibilities.  

 Do not include long lists of school sports team representation, or foreign countries visited. Remember 
that the aim is to establish that you are an interesting individual in your own right with your own values, priori-
ties and agenda, someone who will clearly benefit from both the course and university life. This should be en-
capsulated in a short concluding sentence. 

 
 
Caution: 
Do not include any material that you are not prepared to talk about at an interview. Your personal statement is often 
a starting point of discussions! 
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Specialist Applications 
 

Oxford and Cambridge 
 
To apply to Oxford or Cambridge you need to be aware that there are some differences from applying to other institu-
tions. A UCAS form naming Oxford or Cambridge must be received by UCAS by 15

th 
October 2017. You cannot 

apply to both Oxford and Cambridge in the same year.  You may, as is the case for any UCAS application, 
name up to four other universities on your form, although candidates for Medicine may name only three other univer-
sities on their UCAS form for medical courses. 

 
Oxbridge application is undeniably designed for the bright, highly motivated candidate. The competition for places is 
particularly stiff, and applications increased considerably to both institutions this current academic year. Last year 
Cambridge received 16,750 applications for 4,220 places. State applicants gained 62.5% of places and 97.7% of 
accepted students achieved A* A A or better in their A2 exams. 4,832 students gaining A*AA at A Level failed to gain 
an offer from the university last year.  
Oxford received 19,300 applications for 3,200 places. Approximately 50% of offers were made to state school stu-
dents. Therefore, careful planning and research is required to gain an offer from either institution. 
 
You are strongly advised to listen carefully to the assessment provided by Mr Robins, Dr Coote, and Mr Upponi-
Davis before committing yourself to an application. Some students might be better opting for post A Level entry, 
when they are more academically mature, and when their A Level results are known. A candidate without real intel-
lectual enthusiasm and commitment should, of course, not apply at all. 
 
The number of applicants to Oxbridge continues to rise and application is increasingly competitive. Unfortunately, 
therefore, candidates must be prepared to be rejected and realise that such disappointment will come at a critical 
point in Year 13 when they may well be taking modules for their A Level exams. To set aside such disappointment 
and to continue to work purposefully towards achieving the best A Level results possible requires a lot of determina-
tion. 
 

 
Oxford   
 
Oxford have changed their policy of applications to move in line with Cambridge with A*AA grade offers now 
being the norm. but with some courses requiring higher. Admissions tutors will also be looking at GCSE re-

sults, and ideally you should have achieved at least six A*  grades with the rest being A’s. 
 
You can apply to a specific college or make an open application, the choice is yours. You can either chose a college 
that you feel suits you best after researching them carefully. Useful information can be gained by attending a college 
open day. Look at the college’s own prospectus and website, read the Alternative Prospectus, offering the students’ 
views. 
 
You can make an open application and leave the decision to the Admissions Office computer – as 20% of applicants 
do. You will be no worse off: the best candidates are just as likely to be offered a place whether they choose a col-
lege or not. However, with an open application, you cannot change the college which you are allocated. So, if there 
are any colleges you do not want to go to, you should name a first choice. 
 
All prospective candidates should consult the Oxford Undergraduate Prospectus 2017/2018 which can be found on 
line. Colleges and Departments issue their own prospectuses, and these are also available via the University website 
www.ox.ac.uk. 
 

Admissions tests and additional application materials 
 
At least 70% of students applying to Oxford will be required to take a pre-interview selection test. This information 
can be found on-line at www.admissions.ox.ac.uk/apply/. This outlines the information about the tests, the materials 
used and any further guidance for preparation you can use. 
 
In general, written work will be required (in early November) in the case of candidates for Archaeology and Anthro-
pology, Biological Sciences, Classics, Economics and Management, English, Geography, History, Law, Modem lan-
guages, Music, Oriental Studies, PPE, Psychology, Theology and Human Sciences. 
 
Tests will generally be set for applicants at the time of interview in Biological Sciences, Classics, Economics and 
Management, English, History, Law, Mathematics, Medicine, Modern Languages, Music, PPE, Physics (in Mathe-
matics only) and Psychology. There is increasing inter-collegiate co-operation, with test papers and written work of-
ten passed from College to College; in science subjects applicants are ranked on the basis of (a) GCSE and AS level 
results in legacy subjects (b) UCAS forms (c) interview performance (d) test results. 
 
Offers are made just before Christmas, and confirmation of places is conditional upon achieving specific grades in A 

http://www.robots.ox.ac.uk/~pawan/eccv08_tutorial/oxford_logo.jpg
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Level examinations - A*AA is the most common offer but some can be A*A*A and usually that you have 7 or more A* 
grades at GCSE 
 
 

Oxford application calendar 

1 September 2017 
First day for submitting UCAS applications. 
  
1 October 2017 
Standard deadline for registering for the Bio-Medical Admissions Test (BMAT) 
  
15 October 2017 
Final deadline for registering for the Bio-Medical Admissions Test (BMAT), the English Literature Admissions Test 
(ELAT), the History Aptitude Test (HAT), the Physics Aptitude Test (PAT) and the Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA) 
  
15 October 2017 
Closing date for all UCAS applications. 
Closing date for receipt of application forms for the accelerated medical course. 
Law National Admissions Test (LNAT) 
  
1-9 November 2017 
Bio-Medical Admissions Test (BMAT) 
English Literature Admissions Test (ELAT) 
History Aptitude Test (HAT) 
Physics Aptitude Test (PAT) 
Aptitude Test for Mathematics and Computer Science 
Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA)  
Tests for all Modern Languages courses 
Tests for all Classics courses 
  
10 November 2017 
Closing date for submissions of written work, if required by your subject. 
  
12 November 2017 
Portfolios for Fine Art must be delivered to the Ruskin School of Drawing & Fine Art by noon. 
  
4-16 December 2017 
Interviews take place in Oxford (exact dates for your subject will be available in July 2016). Written tests, for those 
subjects which require them during the Oxford interview period in December (for details see course pages). 
  
By mid January 2018 
You will be notified of the outcome of your application. 
  
August 2018 
If you have been made a conditional offer and you meet the conditions of the offer, your college will confirm your 
place after the publication of examination results. 
 
 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As with Oxford, Cambridge requires application via the UCAS application form. However students will also have to 
complete the on-line Supplementary Application Questionnaire (SAQ). This is accessed via the university website 
www.cam.ac.uk/admissions. Most applicants are required to take a subject-specific written admission assessment, 



17  

either pre-interview or at interview. In addition, some Colleges ask applicants for 
some courses to submit examples of their written work – one or two school/college 
essays – which may then be discussed at interview. 

 
 
All prospective applicants should consult the Cambridge Undergraduate Prospectus. Copies are available from the 
Sixth Form area. Many Colleges and Departments also issue their own prospectuses, and these are available on-
line. 
 
You must be admitted as a member of a College and details of Cambridge Colleges can be found in the Prospectus. 
On your UCAS application form you simply nominate one College or make an open application. Most colleges are 
very similar, although there are some post graduate only and single gender colleges. You can apply to a specific  
college or make an open application, the choice is yours. Useful information can be gained by attending a college 
open day. Look at the college’s own prospectus and website, read the Alternative Prospectus, offering the students’ 
views. Key reasons for choosing a specific college would be the courses they offer, the location and size of the col-
lege and the facilities they offer students. 
 
You can make an open application and leave the decision to the Admissions Office computer. However, with an 
open application, you cannot change the college which you are allocated. So, if there are any colleges you do not 
want to go to, you should name a first choice. Be aware that individual colleges assess students in different ways. 
 

Admissions tests and additional application materials 
 
Colleges will be most likely to make A*AA offers. As a minimum entry requirement. Some courses will require A*A*A 
and usually that you have 7 or more A* grades at GCSE 
 
For candidates in Mathematics, Engineering and Computer Science, Cambridge will continue to make use of the 
STEP examination (Sixth Term Examination Paper), sat at the same time as A2 Level exams. A Level Mathemati-
cians will be required to take STEP papers 1 and 2, with Further Mathematicians taking STEP Papers 2 and 3.     
Entries for STEP papers are made through the usual school system. Candidates for other subjects should 
consider taking Advanced Extension Awards at least in the subject of principal academic interest. 
 
There are special arrangements for Organ, Choral and Instrumental Awards at Oxbridge - prospective candidates 
should consult the Oxford and Cambridge prospectuses and discuss their intentions with Mr Robins/Dr Coote/Mr 
Upponi-Davis. 

 
Cambridge Admissions Calendar 
 
September 2017 
1 UCAS Apply open for applications for 2018 entry 
1 Deadline: applications for Organ Scholarships 
12 Deadline: applications for Choral Awards  
    
October 2017 
1           Deadline: applicants for Medicine and Veterinary Medicine must have registered to take the BMAT  
15 Deadline: applications to UCAS for all undergraduate courses.  
22 Deadline: completion and submission of online Supplementary Application Questionnaire (SAQ) for most 
 applicants. 
    
November 2017 
2 BMAT taken by Medicine and Veterinary Medicine applicants and all pre-interview assessments taken 
    
December (first three weeks) 2017 
Interviews in Cambridge (some may be a little earlier)  
     
January 2018 
Decisions posted to applicants and winter pool takes place. Final decisions to pooled applicants 
    
 
    

 The Case for Oxbridge Application 
 
We run an Oxbridge course to support applications to the two institutions in order to prepare the students for the spe-
cial demands of applying to Oxford and Cambridge. It is expected that you would join this group should you wish to 
apply. You should look carefully at the College prospectuses and other literature. Candidates will also have a num-
ber of trial interviews in the Summer Term and, in the Christmas Term of the Year 13, further interviews will be run 
using external interviewers. 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/admission-assessments/submitted-work
http://www.cam.ac.uk/
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Entry to Oxford and Cambridge is very difficult. You should be confident of achieving at least one A* grade at A Level 
(or at the very least AAA though this kind of offer is less often seen); you should also have A and A* grades in most 
or ideally all of your GCSE subjects. Cambridge Science Admissions tutors have stated that any candidate without a 
minimum of five A* grades or with any B or C grades is immediately viewed with suspicion; moreover breadth across 
GCSEs (i.e. not simply excellence in arts or science subjects) is seen as very important. In addition to academic abil-
ity, admissions tutors are looking for potential, motivation and commitment to your proposed subject. They want evi-
dence that you will cope with a demanding course and with a teaching system that depends to a large extent on indi-
vidual initiative. It is widely recognised that grades alone are not always the best indication of academic ability, po-
tential and enthusiasm. 
 
The wider your reading in the months ahead, the more resources you will have to draw on. The interview is, of 
course, critical, and it is not always appreciated that Oxbridge applications are conducted by subject tutors -  by the 
very people who will be teaching you if you secure admission. Nevertheless, Oxbridge Colleges admit undergradu-
ates strictly on merit, based as much on the apparent potential of the applicants as on their actual achievements at 
the time of applying. 
 
 

Breaking some stereotypes 
 
Colleges do not operate on a quota basis, be it gender or type of school. Highly motivated and intellectually curious 
candidates have an excellent chance of entry. There are however no ‘easy’ Colleges and no ‘easy’ courses, although 
some colleges and courses may be less hard to get into!  As a general rule modern colleges on the edge of town and 
Permanent Private Halls at Oxford have lower applicants to places ratios. Extra-curricular achievements and thor-
ough knowledge of the A Level syllabus are no substitute for academic motivation and intellectual curiosity, while 
family connections are wholly irrelevant to the business of selection. There is also some evidence that candidates for 
deferred entry are at a significant disadvantage in many Arts subjects and in Medicine, unless they are absolutely 
outstanding. Always check with your intended College what their attitude is to deferred entry. 
 
The prospectuses describe in detail what admissions tutors are looking for - they want "evidence that the candidate 
is genuinely interested in, and enthused by, issues involved in the subject; signs of an ability to focus precisely on 
topics, to grasp what the problems are in particular areas, and to rigorously analyse and understand the way that 
different arguments move to resolve these difficulties; preparedness to think for themselves, to try out options, and to 
examine carefully their own intuitions”. In short, candidates must demonstrate strong motivation, analytical rigour and 
intellectual creativity". The College is able "to discriminate between the genuinely talented and the merely well-
trained". To quote Dinah Birch, Admissions Tutor at Trinity College, Oxford: "We want two things from our students - 
ability and commitment. The only thing the students have in common is intellectual energy and drive - there is no 
such thing as the typical Oxbridge student". 
 
If you meet the above requirements, then you have a very decent chance of securing admission. You will have al-
ready identified yourself through your appetite for reading, your clarity of thinking, your capacity to consider and to 
react to new ideas, your ability to communicate (both orally and on paper) and your very obvious enthusiasm for your 
chosen subject.   

 
A note about Oxbridge interviews 
 
Candidates should note that both Universities are normally very inflexible in their interview timetables. It is most un-
likely that any College will be prepared to reschedule interviews simply on the grounds that they are not convenient 
for individual candidates. The problem is particularly acute at Cambridge, and candidates must ensure they will be 
available for interviews at any time in December and for possible ‘pool’ interviews in January. Holidays should not be 
booked until interview requirements are known. This may not be until late November or even early December. Con-
sult the current Oxford or Cambridge prospectus for more specific information concerning interview dates. 
 
 
 
 

 
General interview advice for all higher education institutions 
 
Preparing for interview 
 
Given the subjective and individual nature of interviews, it is only possible to give general advice on preparation. It is 
worth stressing that whilst some interviews (for instance Oxbridge and Medicine) are very demanding, interviews at 
other institutions can be much more relaxed, and in some cases they are no more than a thinly disguised sales pitch 
to encourage you to choose a particular university. 
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Before the interview 
 
Keep a copy of your personal statement and re-read it to remind yourself of its contents. You must be prepared to 
discuss anything included in it. 
 
Research some topics that interest you, and be ready to talk about them at your interview. 
 
Plan your travel arrangements so that you arrive in good time. 
 
Familiarise yourself with the course prospectus. Make a note of anything you are unclear about and may wish to clar-
ify at the interview. 
 
Try to anticipate some likely questions and prepare for them e.g. Why this course? Why this institution? However, 
many interviewers will want to take you beyond your A Level work to see how you cope with new ideas and con-
cepts. You must be prepared to engage in such discussions, and recognise that the interviewer will often help you 
through the new concept with some suggested lines of thought. 
 
Do not include anything in your personal statement that you are not prepared to talk about. What you write there  
invites questions on those topics. 
 
 
On the day 
 
Arrive at the place of interview early. This will give you the time to settle down after the journey and collect your 
thoughts, 
 
Wear suitable clothes (aim on the side of caution and dress formally - you can always ditch the jacket if need be!) 
 
Be polite to any receptionist or other employees you come into contact with. They may feed back information to the 
interviewers, especially if you are rude or offhand. 
 
Body language is important... always look alert, interested and positive. 
 
It is not always what you answer but how you answer that is important. Interviewers are looking for articulate stu-
dents who are not afraid to express an opinion but who are also prepared to consider alternative points of view. 
 
Be positive! You would not have got this far if the university did not feel you had something worthwhile to offer. 
 
Try not to rush into your answers. A short pause before answering will allow you to collect your thoughts and give a 
more precise and considered response. 
 
If you are asked about topics you haven't studied at school, let the interviewer know that this is an unfamiliar area to 
you BUT YOU MUST BE PREPARED TO TACKLE THE TOPIC IF PRESSED. Interviewers will normally help you 
through such questions and are trying to judge your ability to cope with new ideas. Aim to work from what you know 
towards the unfamiliar. 
 
Do not give long, rambling answers.  
 
An interview is a two way process. Do not be afraid to ask questions, there is often an opportunity at the end of the 
interview to do so. 
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Medical Applications 
 
Medicine is an extremely competitive degree course, with 60,000 applications each year for about 5,000 places. The 
offer at Cambridge is A*AA; all other universities and London medical schools are currently requiring AAA as a mini-
mum or (very few) AAB. Candidates narrowly missing the terms of the offer are unlikely to be admitted; re-take can-
didates have a very slim chance of entry. An early application is essential and there is a deadline of October 15

th
 

2017 or receipt of medical applications at UCAS. It is relatively rare for candidates to receive more than two offers, 
while many institutions will not interview or notify applicants of their decisions until February or even March 2018. 
Some good candidates are put on waiting lists and this can account for the absence of Clearing places in August. 
You are allowed to select a maximum of four institutions on your UCAS form and you are advised to make all four 
choices. 
 
All candidates must discuss their applications strategy with Mr Robins, Dr Morris, Mr Upponi-Davis or Dr Coote and 
with their tutor during the summer term; they should also read the "UCAS Student's Guide to Entry to Medicine" 
available in the Library. You should be aware that Medicine is one of the longest courses of study for any degree, 
and so you must be utterly convinced that this is what you want to do with your working life. A career in Medicine is 
academically, physically and emotionally challenging and you need to be particularly robust to cope with all the de-
mands. Following the CMC recommendation, medical schools have introduced new curricula, with more integration 
of the pre-clinical and clinical courses, less emphasis on factual information, and far more time devoted to communi-
cations skills and practical clinical tasks; there is far more 'self-learning', as well as more group and individual work. 
You qualify at the end of your fifth year, there is then a pre-registration year as a house officer in a general hospital - 
a period of very hard work, very long hours and increasing responsibilities. On successful conclusion of this year, 
application can be made for full registration with the CMC. 
 
Applicants called for interview will face searching questions about their motivation, their work at school and their per-
sonal interests. A key question will be your reasons for wanting to become a doctor - the key personal qualities are 
compassion, teamwork, communication, resourcefulness, boundless energy and perseverance. There is, however, 
no uniformity of selection policies, and individual medical schools have different views about the characteristics 
which make a good medical student and a good doctor. What they are all looking for is unambiguous evidence that 
you will be a valuable and successful member of a caring community. For your application to be taken seriously, you 
will need to demonstrate all of the following: 
 
•   A clear sense of vocation 
•   Self-motivation and excellent organisation (with evidence from your present work and activities)
•   Practical concern for the welfare of others (through, for example, voluntary or charity work) 
•   Good communication skills 
•   Determination, perseverance, resilience, enthusiasm and the ability to make a success of the course 
•   A curiosity about the scientific basis of Medicine 
•   Humanity, teamwork, compassion and patience 
•   Originality and initiative; curiosity and creativity; flexibility 
•   Integrity, modesty and a sense of humour 
•   Breadth of interests and achievements (showing you can achieve and cope with a busy lifestyle at the same time) 
•   Leadership skills and the ability to accept responsibility, and to make difficult decisions 
•   Awareness of current medical "issues" (such as embryology, and the human genome project) 
•   Awareness of current NHS 'issues' (such as funding and waiting lists) 
•   Good physical and mental health (certain medical conditions may preclude you from a career in Medicine). 
 
Many of these qualities form part of the Entry Profiles run by medical schools, and you will be asked about them ei-
ther at interview or before interview in a screening questionnaire. Each medical school publishes details of its entry 
criteria on its website, and you should consult these at an early stage in your research. You may have to go away 
and quickly gain relevant experience or evidence of the qualities they are looking for. 
 
The British Medical Association Test (BMAT) is widely used by Medical schools. Registration runs from 1st Septem-
ber 2017 until 1st October (at midnight BST) at a cost of £46.00 after which the price rises by £33.00. The last 
date for any application is October 15th 2017 (6pm BST). The test is taken on the 2nd November. It is a verbal and 
mathematical reasoning multiple choice test taken in school, the grades of which are sent to the universities before 
interview. The results are published on the 24th November.  

Useful link-http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/our-services/medicine-and-healthcare/bmat/dates-and-costs/ 
 
The UKCAT test is the other main test used by Medical Schools and departments. Again, students can register for 
this from the 2nd May 2017 to the 19th September 2017 at 1700 hours. Tests run from 3rd July 2017 to the 3rd of 
October 2017. The cost of this test is £65 before 31st August and £85 from the 1st of September until the 
closing date on 3rd October. 
Useful link– http://www.ukcat.ac.uk/registration 
 
Students must use the on-line past papers and guides to prepare for the tests. 
 
 

https://www.richardhale.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=992b2af5246d4d19a12876507947955f&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.admissionstestingservice.org%2four-services%2fmedicine-and-healthcare%2fbmat%2fdates-and-costs%2f
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Your UCAS personal statement is absolutely critical in the selection process, and you should prepare drafts of it and 
discuss it with your tutor, Mr Neate, Dr Morris, Mr Robins, Mr Upponi-Davis or Dr Coote.. You should remember that 
it will admissions tutors and thus your passion for choosing to study Medicine must come across very clearly, togeth-
er with your motivation and commitment, and likely ability to deal with stress. 
 
Highlight any efforts you have made to discover more about the reality of medical practice, and include details of rel-
evant work experience - not simply when and where but, critically, what you learned. You are at a very serious 
disadvantage if you have arranged no work experience, while there is no doubt that experience of the extended vari-
ety is the most impressive, since it helps you to discover things about your own character (stamina, commitment, 
maturity) and also helps you to clarify your interest in Medicine. Wider reading on medical and ethical issues can be 
advantageous, and help can be given by us on the type of books you should be reading. Admissions tutors are also 
looking for information about your interests, activities and achievements (both in and out of school), especially those 
which demonstrate qualities such as teamwork, initiative and concern for others. Evidence of community service is 
often an important factor. Most medical schools use interviews as part of the selection process and the proportion of 
applicants obtaining interviews varies considerably. In the past, Edinburgh and Southampton have made offers with-
out interviews; at the latter, the UCAS form is scrutinised separately by three admissions tutors. 
 
 

Types of medical course 
 
Medical courses fall into 3 different categories: Problem-based learning, integrated and traditional. The main differ-
ences lie in the 'pre-clinical' style of teaching. 'Clinical' teaching is similar for all three types of course and is based in 
the hospital or in primary care with teaching being performed in small groups from clinicians. It is important that you 
look into the different courses on offer - read the prospectuses and look on the internet before you apply. However, 
sometimes there is not a clear divide of the courses, and some integrated courses will also have some PBL and vice-
versa. 

Problem-based learning (PBL) 
This is a new dynamic style of course which has been praised by the General Medical Council (a sort of 'government' 
for doctors). Pioneered by medical school such as Liverpool and Manchester, the course is taught with a patient   
orientated approach from day one and students are heavily involved in clinical scenarios from the first year. This type 
of course requires a great deal of self motivation as its emphasis is on self directed learning and therefore those who 
are used to spoon feeding of information may take some time to adjust. Teaching styles vary from place to place, but 
generally consist of small group tutor led teaching with computer work, practical sessions and a large amount of time 
for personal study. It is still unknown whether this type of course is the better way to teach medicine than the others. 
Universities offering this type of course include Liverpool, Manchester, Glasgow, Queen Mary, Peninsula, Sheffield, 
Keele, Hull and York, Barts, East Anglia. 

Integrated or systems based 
This type of course is run at the majority of UK medical schools such as Birmingham and Leeds and was devised 
under recommendation of the GMC after it published the guidelines . It sits as a compromise between a traditional 
style course and a PBL course. Although these courses generally claim to have patient contact from day one, this 
varies in the amount from place to place but is often quite limited in the first year to local community visits. The 
amount of patient contact increases as the years progress with there still being a slight divide between pre-clinical 
and clinical years. Most students are happy with only having limited contact with patients in year one as they feel that 
at this point they do not have sufficient clinical knowledge base to approach patients on the wards. Teaching is 
based on body systems such as the digestive system, learning the anatomy, physiology, pharmacology and bio-
chemistry of the relevant system and clinical knowledge is also supplemented. There is also an emphasis on teach-
ing communication skills and understanding the local community. This type of teaching is a mixture between lectures, 
tutorials, self directed learning (and hospital work in later years) and is suitable for all types of people from those who 
are used to spoon-feeding to more individual workers. 

Traditional or subject-based 
This type of course is a bit of a rarity in the new world of medical education. Limited to establishments such as Ox-
ford, Cambridge and St Andrews, there is a definite pre-clinical/clinical divide and the pre-clinical years are taught 
very rigidly in subjects. In some of these institutions you may have to apply again for a 'clinical' place and your clini-
cal place may not even be in the city you started! For example, St. Andrew's students finish their clinical years in 
Manchester and some Oxbridge students finish their years in London. This is definitely a course for the scientifically 
minded and it could potentially be easy to lose motivation due to the complete lack of patient contact in the pre-
clinical years. Also, students tend to feel a little unprepared and isolated when they take their first steps into hospital 
in the clinical years. This type of degree offers much more scope to complete research (such as a Masters or PhD) 
without overly disrupting your degree. Definitely a choice for those with a great deal of motivation and those that like 
the idea of studying a science degree before embarking on clinical studies.  
 

Art and Design Applications 
 
Over 900 Art and Design courses are offered by 65 institutions. Degree course applications are made via UCAS, and 
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the application route has to meet the 15th January 2017 deadline. Some colleges may require a slightly later date of 
the 24th of March 2017 you need to check for the requirements in the prospectus or via the Big Guide. Most Art and 
Design courses will require submission of some work, either before or during an interview process, so be prepared to 
have a range of work available for this eventuality. 
 
One year Foundation courses still require direct application to individual institutions. Most of our students take this 
route, using the Ware College foundation course as a springboard to a university based Art degree.  
 
 

The Gap Year 
 
Many University authorities seem in favour of a gap year, provided the year is spent on enterprising, mind-
broadening activities, preferably abroad. Some subjects, notably Mathematics, are said to be adversely affected by a 
period of inactivity, whilst Oxbridge colleges and some very competitive universities, such as Bristol, may be reluc-
tant to mortgage a place one year in advance. Those wishing to take a gap year should always check with the  
relevant University Department / College first. 
 
Parents often fear that their sons and daughters will lose their interest in study, and will come back from a trip abroad 
with no motivation for higher education left. Our experience has usually been quite the reverse, for we find that our 
students return as young adults, more mature and with renewed zest for their subject, and often with a clearer idea of 
what they really want to do. 
 
There are two main types of gap year: doing a job in a foreign country, staying there long enough to become im-
mersed in the people and the culture, and going round the world on a jolly trip designed primarily to produce a glam-
orous sun-tan and a repertoire of anecdotes. We do what we can to help students in the first category but on the 
whole we are happy to let those in the second fend for themselves. We feel it is better to set out to do a job of work. 
 
Work permits are a real obstacle, especially in Malaysia, New Zealand and the USA. There are ways round it, but 
you will need careful advice. It's no good expecting to earn much money. You will need some funds before you go - 
most people find some temporary job from July to December and save hard. In most overseas jobs accommodation 
and food will be provided for you, but you will not be given much in the way of spending money, and you will want to 
make the most of any opportunity for trips and leisure activities. 
 
There are agencies which cater for certain kinds of work. The Project Trust operates mainly in developing countries, 
while GAP (Gap Activities Projects) and Teaching Abroad place young people in all kinds of countries and all kinds of 
work. Both charge a fee. The Year in Industry arranges industrial placements in this country. Community Service 
Volunteers (CSV) also operates in this country, arranging essential social work for needy or handicapped people. 
 
If at the time of making your UCAS application you are certain that you want to have a gap year, you simply tick the 
relevant boxes on the form and explain in the personal statement what you intend to do during the year. If you are 
not sure, apply for the immediate year and ask for deferment later when you have something positive to do. Most 
Universities are understanding about this, as long as you ask politely, have some interesting activity lined up, and 
don't mess them about. 
  
Don't leave your gap year plans to the last minute! And ensure that if you are re-applying  to UCAS or applying for 
the first time that you complete you application early and contact the school in September. This is to alert us to the 
fact that so that your application is on the system and we can advise with your statement if necessary and adjust the 
reference. 
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Admissions Tests 
 
These tests are used to help universities manage the application process for high demand subjects, and to differenti-
ate between high calibre students. Most Russell Group institutions will use them and you should check the course 
requirements carefully when applying as certain tests have registration dates that close just after you return from the 
summer holidays. It is your responsibility to ensure that you are entered for these tests. 
 
The tests do not generally require any extra teaching but it is wise to familiarise yourself with the style of the assess-
ments beforehand. There is a good deal of information, past papers and specimen tests on line. Most of the tests are 
on-line, but some require that they are taken at a specialist centre. This may not be Richard Hale so please ask if 
you are not sure. 

 
 
Make sure you know if you need to take an admissions test 

Some universities and colleges require you to pass an admissions test as well as standard qualifications if you are 
applying for courses in certain subjects. The details for some of these tests are provided below. Click on the test 
name below to find out which universities and colleges are using the test. 

Other admissions tests may be required which are not listed on this page. Please check the Entry Profiles 
for your chosen courses, contact your chosen universities and colleges or check their websites. 

ALL OF THESE WEBSITES ARE EASILY ACCESSIBLE USING THE UCAS WEBSITE 

BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT) 
For entry to medicine and veterinary schools. 

English Literature Admissions Test (ELAT) 
For entry to English courses at the University of Oxford. 

Graduate Medical School Admissions Test (GAMSAT) 
For entry into medicine. 

History Aptitude Test (HAT) 
For entry to modern history and a joint honours degrees involving modern history at the University of Oxford. 

Health Professions Admissions Test (HPAT) 
For entry to certain medical courses at the University of Ulster. 

The National Admissions Test for Law (LNAT) 
For entry to law. 

Modern and Medieval Languages Test (MML) 
For entry to modern and medieval languages at the University of Cambridge. 

Sixth Term Examination Papers (STEP) 
For entry to mathematics at the University of Cambridge. 

Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA Cambridge) 
For entry to computer science, natural sciences, engineering and economics at the University of Cambridge. 

Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA Oxford), formerly known as the PPE Admissions Test 
For entry to the philosophy, politics and economics, and the economics and management courses at the University 
of Oxford. 

UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT) 
For entry to medical and dental schools. 

http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/bmat
http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/elat
http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/gamsat
http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/hat
http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/hpat
http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/lnat
http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/mml
http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/step
http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/tsa
http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/ppe
http://www.ucas.com/students/beforeyouapply/admissions/ukcat
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Student Finance  
       
The financial implications of studying at university are one of the major concerns for parents and students alike. The 
pleasures of living away from home, and enjoying the student lifestyle are balanced with the need to fund them! In 
this section we give you an overview of the system, but must state that every individual will differ with regards the 
amount of financial support they will receive. It is the responsibility of each family to complete the financial application 
forms. 

www.studentfinance.direct.gov.uk 

The above website explains all aspects of student finance. You apply for financial support for university study on this 
site. It is vital that you read the information on this site as soon as you decide to apply to university. 

Costs 

As a student, you will have to pay for two things: tuition fees for your course and living costs, such as rent, food, 
books, transport and entertainment. Costs will vary depending on where you study, so it’s worth doing research on 
how much you’ll need to cover them - and on the help you’ll get through the government’s student finance package.  

Tuition Fees 

For 2017-18 entry, universities and colleges in England will charge new students up to £9000 a year for their course. 
Fees charged may vary between courses, as well as between different universities and colleges. 
 
Financial Support 

The good news is that this money does not have to be paid whist you are studying. You will be able to take out a stu-
dent loan to cover the tuition fees charged by your university or college, and you only start repaying this loan once 
you have finished studying and are earning more than £21,000 a year. You may even be eligible to defer repayment 
for up to five years. The loan will be increased in line with the rate of inflation, but commercial rates of interest will not 
be charged.  

You can also apply for a maintenance loan which covers the cost of living. This is means tested via the on-line appli-
cation form. At present around 60% of students are eligible for these loans, 30% gaining the full loan. The amount 
also depends on whether you live at home, study and live in London or away from the capital. This is means tested 
and the amount you can borrow varies with income.  

The Maintenance Grant is open to students from the lower income brackets and does not need to be paid back by 
students. It is means tested and is gained when applying using the on-line process. 

There is a wide range of bursaries available from institutions and individual subject departments. Many universities 
will offer financial support, some offer them to students based on A Level results. These again need to be re-
searched carefully with early application being very important. The overall financial impact can be predicted by work-
ing through the student finance calculator on the www.gov.uk/student-finance website. 

Top Tips:  

 Access and register for the student finance package on the government website as soon as possible.  

 Research carefully, there are a number of bursaries on offer from universities and awards that can be gained 
by getting AAA grades in some institutions. Most university websites and prospectus offer information, help 
and advice and are a good starting point for research. 
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DATE ACTION NOTES 

Summer term 
2017 

Complete information forms for staff. Personal information sheets, HE intentions sheets to be 
completed during registration sessions. 
 

Summer term 
2017 

All students to be introduced to the 
UCAS process during registration. 

Y12 students to be introduced to electronic system, how 
to complete the UCAS forms, guidance on the writing of 
the personal statements. Applications can now be started 
 

Thursday 17th  
August  2017 

  Notification of AS results for students still studying 
legacy A Levels. 
  

 6
 
September 

2017 
UCAS system open.  Any completed forms can be sent from this date. 

Friday 28
 

September 2017 
Deadline for Oxbridge personal state-
ments to be handed to your mentor at 
school. 

For writing of Oxbridge UCAS reference. 

Sunday 
 15 October 2017 

Deadline for Oxbridge, Medicine, Vet-
erinary and Dentistry applications. 
 

 National deadline for all applicants 

October/
November 2017 

References will be completed on a first 
come first served basis.  Late submis-
sion may affect your application. 

Submit applications electronically to Mr Robins.  This 
deadline should allow the school time to process UCAS 
forms and despatch them quickly.  Applications submitted 
by students after this date could be disadvantaged in the 
university selection process. 
 

November 2017 Practice interviews for those that need 
them, and notification of offers begins. 
 

 Organised within school 

December 2017 Oxbridge interviews and notification of 
offers. 
 

 By colleges 

1 January 2018 Art and Design courses open. System identical to all other courses, students should be 
ready to send off applications immediately. 
 

15 January 2018 Deadline for all Degree applications.  UCAS deadline 

24 March 2018 Deadline for Art and Design courses. UCAS deadline  

March 2018 Students must complete on-line Stu-
dent Finance Application forms. 
 

These are required to qualify for part-payment of fees and 
the right to apply for a student loan.  

March/April 2018 Students notify UCAS of firm and in-
surance offer. 
 

 From UCAS 

May 2018 Confirm firm and insurance offers by 
this date. 
 

 UCAS will contact students to inform you of the exact 
deadline date. 

 May 2018 A Level examinations begin. 
  

External examinations undertaken at RHS 

Thursday 16th 
August 2018 

A Level results published.  
Clearing process begins. 
 

This is provisional as the exams boards have not yet 
confirmed the date 

August 2018 Post A Level applications procedure 
begins. 
 

 Adjustment, can occur if grades are higher than those 
expected and other courses researched  

UCAS Deadlines and Key Dates 


