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100 CLUB WINNERS ς AUTUMN TERM 2018 

 

First Prize £50.00  Mrs Sarah Eccleston 

Runners-up £25.00  Mrs ME Dixon 

£25.00  Mr Paul Morgan 

 

 

For any queries please contact Aissa Blanche, Finance 

  

 

 

 

 

NEED TO BUY SCHOOL UNIFORM? 
For great quality used uniform 

at fantastic prices 

visit the PA uniform stall at school events 

or purchase by appointment  

 

Contact Martina Cozzi on 07980 556852 

 

Blazers ς Ties - PE/Games Kits - Trousers/Shirts/Jumpers 

 

URGENT REQUEST FOR USED UNIFORMS 

If you have any unwanted uniforms or sports kits 

Please leave items in Reception marked USED UNIFORM 

 

Help us raise money for the School 

 

  
 



 

HEADWORDS 

It is hard to believe that it is nearly Christmas and a 

whole term has passed. The final few weeks of term 

are always a little strange as we begin the lead up to 

the holiday. Christmas jumpers and a festive lunch for 

ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƛƴ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩ 

Church and the carol service are happening while we 

also focus on the important business of learning with 

Year 11 sitting their mock exams and Year 13 

preparing for theirs in January. A real mix of festive 

focus! 

It seems a distant memory now, but back in the heat of summer the school year 

really started in August with two fantastic results days. These were a real highlight 

for me: to see so many students get the results which enabled them to progress to 

the next phase of their education and lives was a privilege. Our A Level results were 

strong with all students securing university places, higher level apprenticeships or 

employment. GCSEs results followed closely, which again were a great set of 

outcomes, and students achieved places at 6th Form or college. The students deserve 

to be very proud of their achievements as, indeed we are of them as a school.  

September is always a special time, as we welcome new students into the school 

community both in Year 7 and Year 12. Evening events like Meet the Tutor and Year 7 

Cheese and Wine mean that we can welcome new parents into the school 

community alongside giving some advice and guidance to the students. I know these 

events have been welcomed by parents and I am sure the students found the advice 

useful too. Open Evening and Prospective Sixth Form evening were great events. One 

parent commented how we were so busy we brought Hertford to a standstill! Our 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀŘǾŜǊǘΦ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ 

impressive our students are when they meet them and how they are proud of the 

school. One impact of this is a massive number of applications for next year: once 

again, we are hugely oversubscribed and have had more external applications for the 

6th Form than ever before.   

As always, the extra-curricular programme goes from strength to strength. This term 

alone I have enjoyed a number of sporting events. Rugby has been the focus of the 

Celebrating the work of Year 9 English students 



 

Saturday morning fixture card where we have had some excellent results. The U14A 

team have been undefeated all season, scoring 407 points and conceding 123. What 

is equally impressive is that we have played 14 more matches this year, with four 

extra teams fielded during specific block fixtures. This has not been the case in 

previous years and has meant that participation has increased, giving more students 

the opportunity to play. I have attended a few games this season and have been 

impressed by the numbers of students enjoying the game on Saturday mornings at 

Hoe Lane.  

Alongside the Saturday rugby fixtures, we have had several other sporting 

achievements. So far, we have played 32 football fixtures and won 27 games, losing 

only five. Not bad consƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜǊƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

success rate in the county cups so far. Unfortunately, we did not have the same 

success in the National Cup although the Year 12/13 side made the last 64 in this 

competition. A number of students have made the district side and a few have gone 

on to play for the county. It is perhaps fitting at this point to mention a former 

student. Oliver Skipp has made his Champions League and Premier League debuts for 

Spurs this year, demonstrating what hard work and dedication can achieve, as well as 

an education at Richard Hale! 

Our cross-country success includes winning silver, bronze medals and being team 

champions in all age groups, and also winning the 

individual league champion in the junior age group. 

We challenged at the county finals for table tennis. 

Year 11 won the county badminton for the fourth 

consecutive year. Tennis, basketball and swimming 

have also had their successes over the last term. 

These competitions and the opportunities for the 

stuŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 

which we should be hugely proud.    

¢ƘŜ aǳǎƛŎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ aǳǎƛŎ ōȅ 

Candlelight event built on the successes of the tour 

last summer. What an incredible opportunity for 

students to display their wide ranging talents once 

again, this time at a home fixture! The numbers involved in playing and singing and 

the quality that they produced that evening was truly amazing. I look forward to the 

      Santa by Jonathon Coates, 7 Cowper 



 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘƛs year as I know it will be 

a memorable evening. Speaking of memorable evenings, I attended my first House 

plays this term. Again, it demonstrated the vast amount of talent we have here at 

Hale. The range of performances was impressive; some thought-provoking, dark and 

challenging plays were performed alongside the more light-hearted pantomime of 

Jack and the Beanstalk and the comedic version of Teechers. The students did 

themselves proud. I was so impressed with the acting, the directing and, in two cases, 

the writing of the plays. The hours of work that went into the performances show the 

dedication of the students, the house masters and mistresses, and the parents in 

listening to them practising their lines and ferrying them to and from rehearsals. 

The scƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ a¦b ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ млл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

Richard Hale and a collection of local schools and colleges. Opened by Pulitzer Prize 

winning journalist Ewen MacAskill, the delegates debated some of the most pressing 

issues facing the world today while in the process developing their problem solving 

and public speaking skills. On a similar theme, debating is one of a clutch of electives 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛȄǘƘ ŦƻǊƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ 

has included careers and apprenticeships talks, a media society, mindfulness and 

more.  

[ŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ²ƛƭƭ wŜƛƭƭȅΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

regional Modeshift Travel Stars Award for its subway art and the Hertford East mural: 

the department will discover if it has won the national award in the New Year. 

As always at the end of term, we have a few staff who are leaving us. Ed Dixon, Head 

of Business and Economics, is leaving to join Fearnhill School in Letchworth. Ali Gill, 

Reprographics Assiǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ ƛǎ ǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ нн ȅŜŀǊǎΩ 

service at the school. I would like to wish them well in their new ventures and thank 

them for the work they have done over the years at Richard Hale. Tracy Cook joined 

us in November as Duke ƻŦ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ, taking over from Caroline 

Pretty. Jeff Ward will be teaching economics and business studies in the New Year. 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 

Association Burns Supper on January 26th and the school production in February.  

Finally, may I wish everyone in the Richard Hale community a happy and restful 

Christmas holiday.  

           Ian M Hawkins Headteacher 



 

FROM YELLOW TO BLUE 
Jake Andrews   Mathematics Department  

 

Having completed my A levels in Mathematics, Further 

Mathematics and Media Studies over the summer, I quickly 

transitioned into my new role of mathematics instructor at 

Richard Hale. On paper, only two of these A level choices seem 

useful for teaching but surprisingly all have been incredibly 

useful. Maths for subject knowledge and media for the creativity 

required to deliver interesting and engaging lessons using a 

variety of techniques. Having pushed back starting my degree in 

Mathematics with Education at the University of Derby I am gaining truly unique 

experience that very few, if any, people will have which will hopefully keep me a step 

ahead when going on to complete my PGCE.  

Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΩΣ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀǎ 

oƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Lb{9¢ Řŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ΨƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎƛȄǘƘ 

ŦƻǊƳ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ ǎǘƻǇ 

introduction to the profession and safeguarding training, I was ready to go.  

Teaching is most definitely harder than it looks but is by far one of the most 

rewarding things I have ever undertaken. The sense of accomplishment when a 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

is a real motivation factor for me and encourages the use of a variety of teaching 

techniques to make sure that everyone is engaged and learning. Every Monday I have 

a mentoring session with Mr. Rudling in the maths department where we discuss any 

things I would like to tweak or improve on with my teaching and how I can go about 

getting there. These sessions have been incredibly useful for finding key behaviour 

management strategies such as simply waiting for quiet then continuing, or a way of 

explaining a particularly challenging topic. I am ever grateful for the support, time 

and effort put in from Mr. Rudling and the entire maths department to help me over 

this term.   

However, no lesson can compare to the strangest, most unnatural thing of all- calling 

ex-teachers of mine by their first name. 

 

Wearing neither lanyard 



 

SUBWAY STARS 

Will Reilly 10 Wallace  

 
As you may remember our art class was responsible for 

the designing and rejuvenation of the old subway leading 

into school. We also drew pictures of iconic places and 

items in Hertford and displayed them in a mural in 

Hertford East train station. Hertfordshire County Council 

were so impressed with our work they nominated us for 

the Modeshift Stars National travel awards. Mr Todd and four students travelled up 

to London for the day to attend the awards presentation. We started the day by 

passing through the rejuvenated underpass and going to Hertford East station, 

passing our display. From Tottenham Hale we walked through London to the theatre 

and cinema where the presentation was being held. The cinema was very plush with 

comfortable seats like sofas, and we settled in quickly to watch the funny and 

eccentric guy who did an interactive role play with some of the younger primary 

pupils about the benefits of sustainable travel. 

This performance was followed by a 

delicious meal based on cinema food, 

appropriate for the venue. We ate hot dogs, 

freshly made pizzas, nachos with a variety 

of sauces, biscuits and more! After the very 

filling lunch, the award presentation began. 

They built it up by starting by giving out the 

smaller awards to the primary and nursery schools and then proceeded onto the 

regional secondary schools, all the while building up the tension. It was great to hear 

that we had won the award for the best project for Hertfordshire schools, and we 

went up to receive the award and had our pictures taken with the trophy underneath 

a few high tech looking photography umbrellas! After this they progressed onto the 

regional awards. Our region was the East of England which included Hertfordshire, 

Bedfordshire, Essex, Suffolk, Cambridge and Norfolk. To our great surprise and joy we 

also won this award. It was a fantastic day out and we are all very grateful to 

everyone who contributed towards our project! We are now through to the national 

finals next year. 



 

RHS MUN 2018 
George Jones   12 Hale 

 
The annual Richard Hale Model United Nations, often 

abbreviated to RHMUN, was held on November 18th, 

attracting not just a huge number of internal students 

from Year 9 and up, but also students from a small 

assortment of other schools. 

The conference, primarily organised by head boy Max Wilkinson, worked to simulate 

the structure and processes of the United Nations, each group of students acting as 

delegates for an array of countries striving to solve global problems in the brief 

period that the event lasted. 

However, before the day of debate could begin, the conference was introduced with 

a talk from a guest speaker, the man responsible for reporting on the infamous 

Edward Snowden leaks, punctuated with some clearly well thought out questions 

from some of the delegates, digging deep into both his political opinions and his 

career as a journalist. 

Once the preliminary session concluded, the groups were split into their committees, 

of which there were 6: Disarmament, Political, Economic and Social, Ecology and 

Environment, Human Rights and the one which I helped run, the Security Council, 

each containing a mix of both internal and external students. 

After a slightly slow start due to problems with photocopying, the 

first debates of the day began, and while I am unable to speak for 

other committees, on the Security Council, the enthusiasm from 

everyone in the room was clear. My fellow chair, Ewan Wilson, said 

ǘƘŀǘΣ Ψ{ŜŜƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ 

international relations and their normal lives reminded me why I wanted to join the 

a¦b ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 

part in the event for several years prior. 

Overall, the day, notwithstanding a few microphone and printer difficulties, was a 

major success and I urge anyone interested in taking part in any of the oncoming 

events to do it as soon as possible, because it's hugely enjoyable (and we need time 

to print off enough mugshots of Robert Mugabe before the event.) 



 

THE POPPY 
Josh Farrell   9 Croft  

 
After battles in the World War One, all that 

remained were the battlefields, which were 

muddy patches of wasteland covered in the 

dead soldiers, barbed wire and trenches. It is 

hard to think that anything could grow there 

but one plant blossomed: the poppy. This is 

the key reason why we wear the poppy: to 

remember past conflicts of our country and 

the veterans who have lost their lives. This 

led to a man named Major George Howson who had a dream in 1922. He planned to 

open his factory to let the disabled and wounded soldiers find work. The industry 

took off when WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ ΨLƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ FƛŜƭŘǎΩ ǇƻŜƳ ǿŀǎ published.  The 

public quickly associated the war with poppies. It changed from a crew of fewer than 

ten men creating a few hundred to millions being made in factories each to meet 

public demand. This means that thousands of us go to remembrance ceremonies, 

such as our school, and while wearing the poppy, take part in a two minutesΩ silence. 

The poppy also inspires many of us, including the History Department to visit the 

graveyards from the world wars to not only pay our respects but to educate 

ourselves in what happened in wars and how and why conflicts start. 

The British Legion, which administers the poppy appeal, receives millions of pounds 

in donations each year. They mainly donate to welfare centres which help the poor 

and injured to get a better, a second chance in life. However, some people choose 

not to wear a poppy since ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ Ǝo to one charity but 

to go to lots of charities. Also, some may think that wearing a flower may glorify the 

war, neglecting or forgetting the torturous conditions and times experienced by the 

soldiers. Some may object to feeling forced to wear the red poppy and opt instead 

for a white poppy to show peace, a black poppy to remember soldiers of other races 

or a purple poppy to respect the loss of animals during conflict.  

Although some wear a poppy and some opt out, as long as we remember our 

ancestors, it does not matter what we look like. 

 



 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
Jack Johnson   12 Croft 

 

Over the first few days of October half term forty fellow art 

students ranging from years 10-13, were fortunate enough to 

visit what is widely considered to be the artistic capital of the 

world - New York City. Home to a diverse range of galleries and 

landmarks (such as Time Square and the Statue of Liberty), New 

York provided the optimum location for students to immerse 

ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ 

inspiration, pivotal towards their projects.  

5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭŦ ƘƻǳǊ ǿŀƛǘ ŀǘ о ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭƭȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ 

arrive, action-packed doesn't quite do this trip justice. A carefully crafted itinerary, 

ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ aǊ tŀȅƴŜ ŀƴŘ aǊ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ meticulous preparation prior to the trip, 

enabled students to experience all the city had to offer. Right after our arrival at our 

accommodation at the Westside YMCA, it wasn't long before we were thrown right 

into the heart of Manhattan, at The Metropolitan Museum of Art in Central Park. In 

the run up to the trip, Mr Payne assured us that he had taken into account the 

problems with jet lag but by the time we returned from our evening meal back to the 

hotel, we had been up a total of twenty four hours! 

Perhaps my favourite day of the trip was the 

second day which saw us venture out of the city 

and catch a two hour train journey up the Hudson 

River to Beacon - a quaint, American fishing village. 

Here, we visited the DIA, a derelict steelworks that 

has since been repurposed as a modern art gallery, 

housing works by the likes of Richard Serra and 

Bruce Nauman. The DIA was followed by a visit 

ŀƭƻƴƎ .ŜŀŎƻƴΩǎ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ōǊƻƪŜ ƻŦŦ 

into groups to find somewhere for lunch. Without 

hesitation, the teachers headed straight for a diner Mr Payne had researched on 

Tripadvisor, followed discreetly by around eight groups of ravenous teenagers.  



 

Day three and a new set of challenges awaited as stormy weather met us when we 

arrived at the ferry terminal in Southern Manhattan. Despite the adverse conditions, 

we managed to reach Liberty Island. However, by this time, the wind was pummelling 

our umbrellas and water was showering our clothes. It was quite a memorable 

experience to say the least. 

The remaining two days saw us visit a range of art galleries such as the MoMA and 

the Whitney Gallery, as well as picture postcard sights like the Empire State Building, 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ умǎǘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

skyline in all its glory. This provided students with a lasting impression of our visit, 

ultimately completing a trip memorable for the rest of our lives. 

 

Ȭ!. !24 /& 4(% /0%. !)2ȭȡ 4(% (%.29 -//2% &/5.$!4)/. 

Aisha Jarbale   Year 12 Page 

Last month Year 12 art 

students had the opportunity 

to visit the Henry Moore 

Foundation. This was part of 

our enrichment for an art 

class project on sculptures. 

Henry Moore is a well-known 

British sculptor renowned for 

his distinct sculptures often 

inspired by organic forms. 

We were lucky enough to have dry skies during our visit, which was particularly 

ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀǎ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ {Ŝǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ 

his sculptures pop-out to meet us. His sculptures are formed and moulded to be 

reminiscent of human figures. This provides us with a surreal effect because of the 

contrast between these enormous abstract structures against rural fields, trees and 

animals. The naturalistic curves and simple shaded shapes emulate and celebrate 

their organic back-drop.  

Our guide enigmatically shared his expert knowledge with us throughout our trip. 

Fortunately, we had done our homework. We had done some research and had 



 

ǎǿƻǘǘŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ ŀǊǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜƘŀƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

engage in some really interesting dialogue with the curator in our modernistic 

outdoor art museum. Not only did we learn about what inspired and motivated 

aƻƻǊŜΩǎ ŀǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ 

filled with miniature sculptures, many of which are reminiscent of small animal skulls 

ŀƴŘ ōƻƴŜǎΦ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ ǎƪǳƭƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ 

by the art block you should come and see it. 

 

We were given the opportunity to 

observe and touch his sculptures. By 

feeling the textures that were produced 

through natural and artificial means, we 

learnt that different materials react in 

various ways with nature. An example of 

this reaction was that we were able to 

see the sheep in the fields rubbing 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜǎΦ 

This made a smoother texture at the 

bottom compared to the rest of the structure. It contrasted with his deliberate rough 

textures on some of his other sculptures by scratching the material with tools to 

make a harsher surface. Moore expressed tension through his work, making certain 

ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƻǳŎƘΣ ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ά¢ƘǊŜŜ tƻƛƴǘǎέ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ 

1939-40.  

Our trip was rounded off with some independent exploration of the Foundation. 

Drawn to sculptures we found of most interest, a lively discussion among teachers 

and students about what aspects of his art most intrigued us kept us thoroughly 

entertained. A particular highlight was being able to try an outdoor sketch-a-long. It 

was really refreshing to get out of the classroom and into the mind of the avant-

garde! 

The visit was definitely worthwhile. It was an exceptionally stimulating event and has 

enabled our creative juices to stir. This has permeated through our portfolios and 

conversations in the past month, and has manifested itself in our own thoughts and 

art. 



 

ROAD SAFETY 
Amelia Brunt 12  Wallace 

 
 Ψ! ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŀŘƴŜǎǎΣ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 

ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎΩΧ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ƙƛǘ 

home after Learn to Live, an event that 

Richard Hale arranged for all Year 12 

students at the beginning of the 

academic year; targeting our age 

group, as we are statistically one of the most at risk groups when it comes to road 

traffic collisions.  

The power of Learn to Live came from the fact that the stories we were told are real, 

and are told by the very individuals who have been personally affected, some having 

to live everyday drowning in guilt. As I glanced around the room, I realised that 

hearing this had made an immense impact on every student, some were even 

brought to tears from witnessing the long-term physical and mental effects which 

these accidents can have on people, people just like us. There was even one man, 

who crashed his car as a 17-year-old, and despite suffering no injuries himself, he 

killed his best friend. Its unimaginable, but a very real thing at the same time.  

After Learn to Live, it became very 

clear that there are four fatal bad 

habits which, when carried out, 

often cause people to become a 

Ŏŀǎǳŀƭǘȅ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎΧƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ оо 

people who die on UK roads, every week. These are: inappropriate speed, driver 

distractions (51% of this being texting), lack of a seatbelt, and alcohol or drug 

impairment. It is also a brute fact that the four most at risk places of car crashes in 

ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀǊŜ IŜƳŜƭ IŜƳǇǎǘŜŀŘΣ {ǘ !ƭōŀƴǎΣ ²ŀǘŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 9ƴŦƛŜƭŘΧŦƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ 

obviously very close to home. 

 The information which I gathered from the event will now have great value to me, 

ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƻƻΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǊ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ 

ǳƴƭǳŎƪȅΤ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǘ όƻǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘύ ǎƛƭƭȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ resulted in 

ǎƻƳŜ ǘǿƛǎǘŜŘ ƳŜǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōǊǳƛǎŜŘ ŜƎƻΦ Lǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΦ  

For more information: https://learn-2-live.org.uk/ 

https://learn-2-live.org.uk/


 

TOURNEE DE MUSIQUE BELGE 
Finley Morgan    10 Page 

 
 
I thought the overall the trip was an 
extremely fun experience and a once in a 
life time opportunity to play high quality 
music whilst being with your friends and 
very friendly teachers. 
 
I think one of the most influential parts 
about our great experience of this trip, was 
Mr Camm and how organised the trip was. 
We knew what we were doing every step 
of the way. I loved how we had free time to 

do whatever we wanted on the premises, but we always played our music to a high 
standard. 
 
Whilst we were all playing there would always be Mr Camm, and other staff, working 
behind the scenes to sort out everything that happened during the day. Our 
accommodation was extremely clean and I had a great sleeping experience, as we 
were so tired from playing music! We could relax in our rooms for 20 minutes before 
going to bed and talking about the amazing day with our friends. 
 
The cathedral we performed at was 
fantastic, as were all the other venues; 
they had a jovial atmosphere and I would 
love to play there again as the energy 
from the crowd was inspirational. My 
favourite place to perform was in the 
coastal town of De Panne. There were 
children dancing, people singing, and a 
man even came over to Max and me to 
shake our hands after our solo 
performance. 
 
We did many activities like visiting the Bruges chocolate factory. We tasted and ate 
chocolate as well decorating some ourselves. We also went in the shop afterwards: 
that was the most I had eaten that week! We had a great quiz night on the last day 
where our sixth form team won. Awards were then given out and I was lucky enough 



 

to get one of the stand out performer awards. Mr Davies led a daily run. I went on 
both days and it was great to experience the peaceful roads of Belgium which 
complemented the flat and windy roads of the French countryside. There was even a 
ŦƭŀǎƘ Ƴƻō ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƭŀƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǊǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǎŀƴƎ ΨƘŀƭƭŜƭǳƧŀƘΩΦ 
 
That topped off the tour for me as I was so proud to say I went on a music tour with 
Richard Hale School. I had an amazing time performing with my friends, an 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ LΩƭƭ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΗ 
 
Mr Camm adds: all 58 students performed tirelessly and superbly over our four day 

tour, giving four concerts in both France and Belgium. The groups had been working 

all year to prepare the music and it was incredibly humbling to see how proud they 

all were of what they had achieved. Well done to all - and thank you to the team of 

staff who made this possible through both playing and leading.  

 
 

DOES IT RAIN IN SCOTLAND? 
Jack (Bear) Bridges   DT Department  

 
Walking the length of the UK had 

not been a lifelong ambition of 

ƳƛƴŜΣ ƴƻǊ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ LΩŘ 

given much thought to before. So, 

I had decided to do it more for 

the challenge; I knew a lot of 

people cycled it and just felt like I 

wanted to take a little longer. I 

had recently come back from 

ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƧƻōΣ 

so it was the perfect time to drop 

everything and live in a tent for two months. A documentary about the lives of 

terminally ill children prompted me to raise money for the Make-A-Wish Foundation 

whilst doing the trek. 

During the summer of 2016 England experienced a heatwave; unfortunately for me 

Scotland had rain. Back in June 2016 I was making the final preparations for what I 

ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ΨǿŀƭƪΩΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǳƴƴŜǘ IŜŀŘ όǘƘŜ 

https://www.make-a-wish.org.uk/


 

most northerly point of mainland UK) in 

{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ hΩDǊƻŀǘǎ όǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǊǘƘ 

easterly point) and then head south to 

Lizard Point (the most southerly point) and 

finally on to LandΩs End in Cornwall. 

We started the journey with a six-hour drive 

to Glasgow, then two trains to Thurso. The 

Morning of the first days walk we got a taxi 

to Dunnet Head, then began. The first day 

was a relatively easy 15 miles. This would be consuming, counting miles. Every day I 

kept track of how many miles we walked and plotted the routes on the OS maps 

which we carried.  

One issue would soon become very apparent: the weather, the rain, in particular. 

¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎƛƴŎe at the end of a long day you go home have a 

shower, dry your clothes and are ready for the next day. The issue we had was that 

we were wild camping the whole way, this meant once our clothes were wet, it was 

almost impossible to get them dry again.  

After roughly three weeks of walking through 

{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ƘŀŘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƻƭƭ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘΩǎ 

feet: the blisters had become so bad that he 

had to go home back to Hertfordshire. I would 

later find out he had blood poisoning in his 

feet. So, I continued alone. Along the way I had 

met many people who gave money towards 

the charity I was raising money for, so I 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ōŀŎƪ ƴƻǿΦ  

For the next three weeks as I walked from the 

Scottish border south, through England and 

into Wales I got into a routine, every day wake up, brush my teeth, pack away my 

ǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ LΩŘ ǿŀƭƪ ŦƻǊ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ мн ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΣ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ 

or buying food along the way. When it was getting dark, I would find a suitable spot 

to put up my tent and go to sleep.  



 

WƻǳǊƴŜȅΩǎ ŜƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ мллм Ƴƛles, three 
countries and 56 days 

aȅ ŘŀŘΩǎ feet had healed enough 

for him to meet back up with me in 

Monmouth, we walked across the 

River Severn and started the final 

leg of the journey, down the 

centre of the Cornish peninsula 

towards our final stop LandΩs End. 

After a total of 54 days walking, 

averaging about 20 miles a day and 

covering 1001 miles in total we 

had Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ [ŀƴŘǎΩ 9ƴŘΦ If 

I had planned it a little better, we 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ aƻƴŘŀȅΦ Lǘ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

quicker to walk home then drive that day.  

One of the most enduring memories I have from the whole experience is the 

kindness of strangers. I met many people who offered 

lifts in cars, all of which I had to decline. One man in 

Scotland put us up for the night in his house and 

numerous others donated money to the charity or 

bought food for me.  

Having lived without any electronic devices the whole 

time it made a nice change of pace to get talking to 

people and was quite a liberating experience not 

checking my phone all day. If anybody is considering 

doing something similar or going for a much shorter 

walk or camping trip, I would say to always take the 

opportunity, even if the weather is awful but be more 

prepared than I was. There is a saying in Sweden that 

goes ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ such thing as bad weather, only bad 

ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎέΦ 

 

 



 

INSIDE OUT ɀ Mike Todd  

Head of Art, Mike Todd, joined Richard Hale in 2002 having 

worked as a freelance illustrator producing artwork for a 

wide range of clients including Match of the Day magazine, 

BT, The Big Issue, The Princes Trust and the BBC. His artwork 

was also selected for national and international exhibitions. 

As a teacher he has worked as AST (Advanced Skills Teacher) 

supporting other schools in Hertfordshire, before focusing on 

the role of Head of Art. Most recently he has been involved 

in the subway rejuvenation project and the mural at Hertford 

East station. 

What brought you into teaching? I loved doing my illustration work, but I wanted to 

help train the next generation of creatives and make a difference to people lives. 

ς and what keeps you in the profession? 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ 

ǎǘŀǊǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻǊŀƭƛȊŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ 

eyes when they create something amazing that they never believed they could do is 

what keeps me going. 

Why have you specialised in Art? LǘΩǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ōƭƻƻŘ ς L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

ever imagine doing anything else. I am often asked ς ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ !ǊǘέΚ hǊ ά²Ƙȅ ƛǎ !Ǌǘ ƛǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΚέ [ƻƻƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

you in the room you are in as you read this. Everything in the 

room that is not organic is designed/created by and 

artist/designer. The building, the furniture, your clothing, the 

phone in your pocket, the apps, the light switch, the door 

ƘŀƴŘƭŜΧ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ !ǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

the side that brings depth and richness to life, where you tap 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ άȊƻƴŜέ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ aǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ 5ǊŀƳŀΦ Lǘ 

helps you to see the beauty all around you and create work 

to get others to think about the world around them. 

What has been your most memorable moment in teaching? Teaching Rupert Grint 

how to do animation for his Art GCSE and seeing one of his animations used in one of 

the Harry Potter films. 

Ψ!ƴƎŜƭΩ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
December 2015 cover of Hale 
News 



 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΚ Trained as an SAS 

interrogator (see below) 

 

What do you do to relax? Draw and paint in my sketchbooks 

 

Who would you invite to a dinner party ς they could be living or dead ς and why? 

Donald Trump, The British government, a team of highly trained SAS interrogators 

with a legally binding contract that prevents those who sign it from doing anything 

stupid or anything that hurts minority groups/the poor/destitute/needy (including 

limiting funding to schools). I would also invite my wife, but we might sit on a 

separate table as the others will have some things to discuss. 

 

Who is your favourite artist or artistic movement and why? L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜΦ 

Who would play you in the film of your life? I would like to think 

Johnny Depp but Nick Frost (Hot Fuzz) is more likely to fit the 

bill. 

Most embarrassing or memorable moment in teaching?  It was 

one of those days where all the schools in the whole country 

had been closed due to heavy snow, but we stoically carried on 

as normal at Richard Hale. I was lining my class up outside Art, 

and was busy berating someone for not having their shirt 

tucked in. Unbeknown to me, a very well-aimed snowball was 

making its way through the air from the back of the queue and hit me square in the 

ŦŀŎŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƳǳǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ LΩƳ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏǳlprit later went on to 

play cricket for the county. I like to feel I played my part in nurturing his talent. 

 

Best piece of advice you have ever received? άDŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƭŜŜǇέ ς just before I had 

children  

 

Tell us an art joke What do you get when you cross a painter with a boxer? 

Mohammed Dali 

 

Not Mike Todd 



 

NATIONAL CIPHER CHALLENGE 
William Critchley   9 Croft  

 
This year in the Richard Hale Maths Department, Mr. Andrews has entered teams of 

students from years 7 to 10 into the National 

Cipher Challenge. The cipher challenge is a series of 

10 codes which you have to crack; all of this is to 

give you a chance of winning a trip to Bletchley 

Park as well as money! Some of the ciphers we 

have had to solve so far are: 

¶ Caesar ciphers 

¶ Transposition ciphers  

¶ Backwards Caesar ciphers 

¶ Caesar ciphers in blocks of 5 letters 

And there are still a few more to come. 

This next bit of this article is in a Caesar cipher text.  

Try the challenge of decoding it for yourself.  

If you need some help visit: https://cryptii.com/pipes/caesar-cipher  

nvvk qvi fvb kljvklk aopz whya vm aol hyapjsl! aol nyvbw tllaz lclyf mypkhf sbujo aptl 

pu yvvt r, huk dl aolu zla av dvyr vu zvscpun aol tvza yljlua jpwoly. fvb kvu'a ohcl av 

jvtwslal aol johsslunl aoha khf iba wvpuaz kljylhzl hz fvb slhcl pa mvy svunly.  

IŀǾŜ Ŧǳƴ ŘŜŎƻŘƛƴƎΧ 

 

 

Good job you decoded this part of the article! 

The group meets every Friday lunch time in 

Room K, and we then set to work on solving 

the most recent cipher. You don't have to 

complete the challenge that day but points 

decrease as you leave it for longer.  

https://cryptii.com/pipes/caesar-cipher


 

CHEMISTRY IN ACTION 
James Stapleton   12 Page 

 

In December we went to the Emmanuel Centre for an A-Level chemistry conference. 

The first of five lectures was given by Kit Chapmaƴ ƻƴ ΨIƻǿ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘΩΦ 

He talked about how super heavy elements were formed and about how they are 

made and discovered. He explained how the super heavy elements were so unstable 

that some of them only have a half life of a few milliseconds. For example, the 

element Oganesson has an atomic number of 118 and has a half-life of 0.69 

milliseconds which makes it very unstable. 

 We then had another two talks before lunch 

including one from Claire Murray which was about 

crystals and how they can be identified using a 

method called diffraction. The other talk was 

given by Jonathan Hare on different allotropes of 

carbon. He explained that there were more than 

just the two allotropes diamond and graphite. He 

said that carbon can bond together in a way that 

allows it to form a ball like structure made from 

hexagons and pentagons. These allotropes are 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōǳŎƪƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŦǳƭƭŜǊŜƴŜǎ ƻǊ ΨōǳŎƪȅōŀƭƭǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǎǘŀōƭŜΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ 

about nanotubes made from sheets of graphite called graphene which is able to 

conduct electricity because of its delocalised electrons. 

After lunch we had a talk from Jamie Gallagher about the useful properties of plastic 

and how to stop the plastic problem. He explained how much plastic there was and 

how hard it was to break down. He also said that we should start using different 

types of plastics like bioplastics which can break down more easily. We also had a talk 

from Peter Wothers about the history of the periodic table and he talked about how 

before Mendeleev many scientists made attempts at trying to create their own 

periodic table by grouping elements together due to their properties or atomic mass. 

Overall. I really enjoyed all the talks throughout the day and everyone who attended 

now has a broader understanding of the different fields within chemistry.  

 




