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HEADTEACHER’S WELCOME

Welcome to Richard Hale School. 
A school of opportunity. 

At Richard Hale we want every student 

to achieve their potential. Our aims are 

simple:

• To ensure students to achieve their 

academic potential.

• To provide a wide ranging experience 

in school which develops our students’ 

strengths.

• To help create young people of 

character who want to contribute 

to society.

Our school is traditional and has high 

expectations for every student. We are 

well known for our high standards of 

academic achievement and we work 

tirelessly to ensure all our students 

achieve their potential. We offer a 

mainly academic curriculum. This 

traditional curriculum is intermixed 

with some vocational and skill based 

qualifications, for example Engineering. 

We believe this curriculum provides the 

greatest opportunities for our students 

in preparing them for future study and 

employment. 

At Richard Hale, education is not just 

about qualifications. We have a wide 

ranging extra-curricular programme 

for students, which is an important part 

of our ethos. Our sports teams are very 

successful and we offer a full Saturday 

morning programme of competition 

across the year. our Music department 

puts on a number of concerts through 

the year. We have bands and a choir 

that have graced St Paul’s Cathedral and 

Ghent Cathedral. These opportunities 

enrich a student’s experience while 

developing key leadership and teamwork 

skills which are vital in today’s society. 

An added dimension to this is the strong 

house system in which all students 

participate in order to be crowned Cock 

House Cup champions. The competition 

is fierce, but sporting in its nature. 

Richard Hale students are young people 

of character, their core values are built 

on respect and responsibility. We are 

proud of our students and what the 

school stands for. As our motto states 

we believe in, “Learning with Virtue,” 

building character in our students is vitally 

important to us. 

If you want to find out more about the 

school or are interested in joining our 

community, then please contact us. We 

look forward to hearing from you.

Best wishes, 

Ian Hawkins 

Headteacher



CONTINUITY

Richard Hale gained a licence 

from King James I to establish “a 
grammar school for the instruction 
of children in the Latin tongue 
and other literature in the town 
of Hertford" in 1617. The original 

building stands near the Church 

of All Saints. The School boasts 

many prominent former pupils, 

from William Domville, a baronet 

and Lord Mayor of London, and Sir 

John Shore, Governor-General of 

India, to Captain W.E. Johns, author 

of the Biggles stories, and the 

contemporary thriller writer Lord 

Michael Dobbs, author of House of 

Cards.



Thank you for 
helping to make 
my son who he is 
today – I cannot 
thank all of the 
staff enough for 
their hard work 
over the years.
Parent of a 

Year 13 student



INNOVATION

During Years 7 and 8 every boy studies: Art, Biology, 

Chemistry, Design Technology (which includes 

Engineering, Resistant Materials, Food Technology 

and Graphics), Drama, English, Geography, History, 

Computer Science, Learning Skills, Mathematics, Music, 

Physics, Religious Education, PE/Games and Personal, 

Social and Health Education. All boys are taught French 

and German in Year 7 but opt for only one of them 

in Year 8 to increase their study time. Latin is offered 

outside the normal timetable in Year 8. 

Boys are taught in their form groups at the beginning to 

support their transition to secondary school. However, 

during Year 7 ability grouping is established in English, 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, French and 

German. Setting decisions are made independently in 

each subject, based on performance at Richard Hale 

as well as Cognitive Ability Test scores.

It is a particular feature of our Key Stage 3 curriculum 

that although it is compacted into two years every boy 

studies three separate sciences, Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics. Music is taught as a practical subject to all boys 

in Year 7, and to encourage interest in music the school 

offers subsidised group instrumental tuition to boys in 

Year 7.



PROGRESS

During Years 9 to 11 all students are prepared for the 

GCSE examination. Studying over three years rather 

than the traditional two allows time for greater 

enrichment experiences to support academic studies, 

reflecting our belief in the greater importance of 

achievement at Key Stage 4 (GCSE). All boys in Years 9-11 

study English, Mathematics and the Sciences, the core 

subjects of the National Curriculum, and most study 

at least one modern foreign language, either French 

or German. The other GCSE subjects taken are chosen 

from the following: Art, Business Studies, Computer 

Science, Drama, Engineering, Design Technology, 

Geography, Geology, History, Music, Physical Education 

and Religious Studies. Vocational courses are offered 

in Engineering, Physical Education and Preparation for 

Work. In addition, all boys follow non-examined courses 

in Physical Education and Personal Social Health 

Education.



As a teacher all you 
really want are students 
who want to learn, and 
a supportive, positive 
environment in which to 
develop their curiosity. 
Richard Hale delivers 
both and is a source of 
inspiration for staff and 
students alike.
Richard Hale School 

Teacher 





EXCELLENCE

Our attainment is consistently high, above national 

averages with a very high proportion of students 

studying for the English baccalaureate of English, 

Mathematics, the Sciences, one of the Humanities and 

a Language at GCSE.  The vast majority of our boys 

progress into the Sixth Form to study for A levels or BTEC 

qualifications and then progress on to University or 

higher apprenticeships.

You have high 
expectations of 
your teachers 
and they, in turn, 
have equally high 
expectations of 
the pupils they 
teach.
Ofsted 

2016 



COMMUNITY

Competition and participation are fundamental to the 

ethos of the School, so we place students in one of six 

houses - Cowper, Croft, Hale, Kinman, Page, Wallace. 

As well as strengthening bonds within a year group, 

the vertical structure of the house system throughout 

the School enables students from different years 

to get to know each other and develop a common 

allegiance. The member of staff who is the head of 

each house encourages students to support their 

house and contribute to making their house activities 

a success. There is a flourishing rivalry within the house 

system, with inter-house competitions in all the major 

sports and other activities across the age range. The 

inter-house drama and music competitions each year 

produce memorable public performances.





SIXTH FORM

A large number of boys continue into the Sixth 

Form and we now regularly welcome both girls 

and boys from other schools. We offer the following 

examination subjects at A Level: Art, Biology, Business 

Studies, Chemistry, Computer Science, Design & 

Technology, Drama, Economics, Electronics, English, 

French, Geography, German, History, Mathematics, 

Media Studies, Music, Philosophy and Ethics, Physical 

Education, Physics, Politics, Psychology. In addition, we 

offer BTEC National Diplomas in Physical Education and 

Science.

Although we offer this wide choice of subjects, we 

are part of the Hertford-Ware Sixth Form Federation, 

making an even greater range of subjects available. 

We work hard to advise and support students and 

parents on the choice of Sixth Form courses and the 

opportunities available to school leavers. Students’ 

progress is under continual review throughout the two 

years so that any difficulties are dealt with before they 

become a real problem. All students in the Sixth Form 

participate in a PSHE programme designed to support 

their needs during this stage of their studies and to 

widen their experience.

The desire to continue studying the subjects you 

enjoy must be the primary reason for joining the Sixth 

Form, but we firmly believe in the positive effects of 

both working and playing hard! Our extra-curricular 

opportunities are a particular strength of the school 

and we strongly encourage our Sixth Form students 

to be involved in what we regard as a vital aspect of 

school life. The wide range of activities builds skills such 

as teamwork and leadership, provides ideal talking 

points on UCAS personal statements – and, most 

importantly, are great fun!



Richard Hale provides an 
education that not only 
prepares you for university 
life and beyond, but instils 
you with a strong set of 
core values.
Richard Hale School 

Head Boy 



As soon as I joined RHS, I 
felt extremely comfortable 
and cared for. It is a very 
welcoming community

Richard Hale School 

New Year 12 girl

Our Sixth Form students enjoy the benefits of a truly 

global education. Visits to four continents allow them to 

witness the realities of life and gain unique experiences 

and insights. Study is enhanced with the chance to 

travel nationally and internationally. In recent years our 

World Challenge students have climbed Machu Pichu, 

our skiers have conquered the Val d’Isère downhill run 

and our business studies students have had their fifteen 

minutes of fame on Morning TV in Times Square, New 

York. Geographers have witnessed eruptions in Iceland, 

and musicians have played in the land of Mozart!



The school is a friendly 
and mutually supportive 
community where 
morale is high and 
pupils are well developed 
as all-round individuals. 
Pupils commented 
positively on the benefits 
they see from the house 
system and the wide 
range of clubs and 
activities made available 
for them.
Ofsted 

2016 



Richard Hale School 

Hale Road 

Hertford 

SG13 8EN 

Tel: 01992 583441 

Fax: 01992 503413 

Email: admin@richardhale.co.uk


