
Taking Responsibility for Learning
The Dr Seuss Way



Study Skills, Revision and Exam Technique



Study skills are transferable –
students will take them beyond 
their education into new 
contexts. 

For example, organisational 
skills, time management, 
prioritising, learning how to 
analyse, problem solving, and 
the self-discipline that is 
required to remain motivated.

Study Skills become a habit of 
learning

Read more at: https://www.skillsyouneed.com/learn/study-skills.html

Revision is defined as to 
study something again.  

To review, recap knowledge 
and the understanding of 
topics.  

To apply knowledge in 
different contexts 

The study of work in order to 
prepare for an exam

Practice of exam 

technique to apply 

knowledge and 

understanding effectively

Timing

Accurate reading of 

questions

Understanding and 

applying mark schemes 

and AOs

https://www.skillsyouneed.com/learn/study-skills.html


Outcomes:
Developing independent study skills so that your ability to revise improves

Why?
• New KS5 specifications place an increase in weighting towards final exams
• Create independent, organised and effective learners
• Develop confident (and happy) learners
• Better learners leads to better results, better choices, better skills, better 

employment

How?
• Explicit lessons incorporated into your lessons that teach study skills and revision 

strategies, throughout the term and year
• Revision Focus: assemblies, tutor activities, teaching ideas
• Information for parents
• Revision resources for students



Study Skills



Developing Study Skills

Organisation
• Plan your time: daily and weekly
• Prioritise deadlines
• Timetable your study periods – and stick to these

Collaboration
• Ask for help
• Learn together
• Use the school’s resources: teachers, work spaces, computers

Learning Behaviours
• Ask useful questions
• Respond appropriately to teacher feedback 
• Think things through
• Try your best – be resilient



Time Management and Responsibility

How are you taking responsibility when your teacher is absent?

• Base yourselves in the classroom, on time

• Complete work

• Use each other as a resource – work collaboratively

• Question each other

What do you do if you get stuck?

• Seek out support 

• Ask your teacher



Revision Strategies









66% material is forgotten after 7 days
88% material is forgotten after 6 weeks

Reading notes and text books leads to a mere 10% retention 

After a one hour memorising session:

10 minutes later revise the topic for 10 minutes
1 day later revise the topic for 5 minutes
1 week later revise the topic for 2-5 minutes
1 month later revise the topic for 2-5 minutes
Before exams revise the topic as required.
Each time knowledge is reinforced; it enters deeper into the long-term 
memory and becomes more stable and easier to recall.

Practice and Rehearsal



We learn: 

• 10% of what we read

• 20% of what we hear 

• 30% of what we see 

• 40% of what we see and hear

• 70% of what is discussed 

• 95% of what we teach to someone else

This means that the best method of learning 
is having to explain or teach a topic to 
someone else. 

Questioning and 
Teaching



Reading Strategies

Change it…

Rewrite the text, article, extract for a different audience or 
in a different format – eg a newspaper report, opinion 
article, speech, information guide etc

Reduce it…

Summarise the text into 50 words
5-5-1
Reduce to a visual representation (symbols and images)

Apply it …

Take the information and apply it in a different context –
eg create a quiz, plan an exam question on the topic, link it 
to another topic

Prioritise it …

Diamond 9 – justify choices
Top 3 significant details or key words etc

Search for it…

Highlight key words
Identify topics sentences
Recognise implied meanings and connotations

Act it out…

Create a voice over for your topic
Act it out!

Connect it…

Create a mind map, rewrite as a flow map, link topic to 
wider knowledge of subject, link to exam requirements





Red Black Pen Revision 

The idea is that the two colours work on the two 

halves of the brain. 

The black pen signifies the information that you already hold in 

your conscious memory. 

The red pen signifies those things in your unconscious memory 

that you wish to transfer into your conscious memory. 

The red pen strongly signifies danger and is held by your 

unconscious memory without realising it.



Embedding Revision  
Aims

• This will ensure high quality 
of revision material 

• Pupils then have to 
reproduce this “perfect 
copy” in revision lesson 
before end of unit test

• Link to the another revision 
technique “Red & Black” 

• Questions provided as 
prompts to lower ability 

Revision Clock







Note-Taking









It’s high time you were 
shown
That you really 
don’t know
All there is to be 
known.

There are so many 
things you can learn 
about, 
but
You’ll miss the best 
things if you keep 
your eyes shut.




