
Subject: BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Business 

Examination Board:         Edexcel                                      Specification code: 601/7160/1 

The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma is equivalent to three A-Levels, and consists of: 

 Seven mandatory units (66% of the course), four of which are assessed externally by 
examination, and three of which are assessed internally by coursework.  

 Six further optional units (chosen by the School), which are assessed internally by coursework.  
In total, 42% of the course is assessed externally, 58% internally. 
 
The units below are mandatory. 

1. Exploring Business 
Internally assessed 

Learners study the purposes of different businesses, their 
structure, the effect of the external environment, and 
how they need to be dynamic and innovative to survive. 

2. Developing a Marketing Campaign  
Externally assessed 

Learners will gain skills relating to, and an understanding 
of, how a marketing campaign is developed.   
 

3. Personal & Business Finance 
Externally assessed 

Learners study the purpose and importance of personal 
and business finance. They will develop the skills and 
knowledge needed to understand, analyse and prepare 
financial information. 
 

4. Managing an Event 
Internally assessed 

Learners will work as part of a small group to plan, 
coordinate and manage a business or social enterprise 
event, and evaluate the skills gained. 
 

5. International Businesses  
Internally assessed 

Learners study how UK businesses develop strategies to 
trade globally. Learners will also consider the factors that 
influence the implementation of these strategies. 
 

6. Principles of Management  
Externally assessed 

This unit enables learners to understand how the role of 
management and leadership in the workplace 
contributes towards business success. 
 

7. Business Decision Making 
Externally assessed 

Learners study skills relating to business concepts, 
processes and data, developed in earlier mandatory 
units, to enable the formulation of business decisions 
and solutions. 
 

Added to this there will be six specialist units, which are all internally assessed. 
 

What students can expect from the course:  
This course is ideal for students wishing to gain a business qualification that will give entry to university, 
apprenticeships or employment, and that is assessed by both external examinations and internal 
coursework. Designed as a two-year full-time course, it meets entry requirements in its own right for 
learners who want to progress to higher education courses in the business sector before entering 
employment. The course is delivered through a mix of taught lessons, practical tasks and student 
research. 

Expected GCSE qualifications: 
We recommend students have achieved a Grade 5 in Maths and English to be successful at BTEC level. 
Students with grade 4’s will be considered. A GCSE in Business is not essential. 

 


