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HEADWORDS 
 

We reach the end of an unprecedented year in the life of the school. When I wrote 

my Headwords in December for the last edition of Hale News, we were heading into 

the new year with the hope that things would improve and we could start to leave 

the pandemic behind. Unfortunately, the new year brought with it a further 

lockdown and school closure as well as the cancellation of exams, causing yet further 

disruption and challenge for all the staff and students in the school. I continue to be 

impressed with the way that all the students have responded to their experiences 

over the last 18 months; they have shown great resilience and have developed skills 

which will serve them well throughout the rest of their lives. While the news often 

talks about lost learning and the negative impact of COVID, Hale News is the perfect 

place to celebrate how the students have responded to the adversity they have faced 

and to showcase what has been achieved over the last two terms.  

 

This year COVID has dominated what we have been able to do in school. We have 

had to develop and build on our remote learning, lessons have been delivered 

through Google Classroom, teachers have had to work on delivering lessons from the 

zones at the front of the class, the main hall has been transformed into a testing 

centre with over 3000 tests completed in two weeks in March, we have continued to 

provide close contact tracing, had virtual parents’ evenings and students in exam 

years have had to complete assessments rather than exams this year. All this and we 

have not been able to have any food available in the dining room for over a year! 

Whilst we have faced these challenges, I do believe we have risen to them 

throughout the year, the whole school community has supported each other: the 

students have been positive and flexible with their approach and have been positive 

about being in school; teachers have continued to develop their skills and delivered 

lessons in ways they would never have imagined; and parents - we have valued all 

your support for the measures we have had to introduce. I want to thank everyone 

for all their work and support over the year.  

 

Over the last term it has been great to see the school start to get back to providing 

the range of opportunities that we want the students to have. I particularly enjoyed 

the articles written by the students who have worked on the Lessons from Auschwitz 



project. They were very thoughtful and showed a real understanding about the 

Holocaust.  

 

It was great to see House Athletics have some of the normal levels of support with 

the students in Years 7 and 8 enthusiastically backing their Houses. The atmosphere 

was brilliant, really positive and it gave the competitors a boost. Unfortunately, the 

weather did not play ball for Years 9 and 10 and we were unable to give them the 

same experience, but they still managed to complete them in the lessons. Other 

House competitions have been on-going - tennis is just finishing up, along with 

creative writing which has all enabled the competition to come to its conclusion. Year 

13 came back onto site last week for their final house competition in House Football, 

the spirit of the event was great and we enjoyed seeing all the students back. See the 

article further down to find out the results of this year’s competition.  

 

Cricket has been successful over the last term; I 

have enjoyed discussing the games with 

students as they return from what have been 

excellent competitive games. We made the 

county semi-finals with Year 10. Our science 

students in Year 8 have also been participating 

in the STEM competition and have produced 

some excellent presentations showing their 

scientific approach and ability to solve 

problems.  

 

Sadly, we have had to cancel the events we had scheduled for the final week of term 

but we look forward to the future and a return to us being able to return all the 

activities which make Richard Hale so special, whether they be visits, House Drama, 

music concerts, sports on Saturday morning, Christmas at All Saints Church, students 

together celebrating achievement and all the other things that we have missed. 

 

I always finish Headwords by thanking the staff who are leaving us and wishing them 

well for the future. Miss Kelson is returning to study after her year with us, Miss Bell 

and Mr Austin have secured new teaching posts as has Mr Burgess who secured a 

post as a full time teacher of physics.  



 

Mr Williams is leaving us to take up a promoted post at Robert Barclay Academy as 

Assistant Headteacher. His leadership of the English department through these 

difficult times has been highly valued and I know his students will miss him.  

 

Mr Robins is leaving us to take up a post at Dame Alice Owens School as Director of 

Sport. Mr Robins has been at the school for a number of years over two spells and I 

know he will find it difficult to leave, he has made a massive contribution to so many 

students over the years in his varying roles as Head of 6th Form, Head of Key Stage 4 

and particularly with his contribution to sport at the school.  

 

Mr Brownlee is joining St Francis College in Letchworth in September. He has been a 

member of staff at the school for 18 years and has contributed significantly in his 

roles as Head of RE and Media. Many of you will be familiar with the work he has 

done with the Holocaust Educational Trust and the impact this has had on so many 

students. Mr Brownlee will not be leaving us fully though, as he is taking on the role 

as Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Co-ordinator.  

 

Mrs James is retiring after 20 years’ tireless service in the Student Support Centre 

and has supported many students who have required exam concessions over the 

years. We thank her contribution to supporting the education of hundreds of children 

at Richard Hale. 

 

We wish all of them well and all the best for 

the future.  

 

I hope you have an enjoyable and relaxing 

summer; we look forward to seeing 

everyone back in September. 

 

  

                                                                                            Ian Hawkins   Headteacher 

 
 
 



OUR SCHOOL VALUES 

What does it mean to you to be part of Richard Hale? 

What is special about this school? 

How can we all contribute to making this a great 

place to learn? 

 

Richard Hale is a school with a long history and a tradition of excellence. The school 
has an excellent reputation and we are all rightly proud that we are part of the Hale 
community. However, many of us don’t give much thought to what makes this school 
such a special place. Over the past year, I have been working on a project to identify 
and promote the core values that underpin our school life, focusing on the values 
that create a positive environment and help us all to learn and to develop as 
individuals. 

In our research we used the school’s Latin motto, Doctrina cum Virtute (Learning 
with Virtue) as our start point. Although this has been central to the school’s ethos 
for many years, most of us don’t really think about what it means and how it 
influences the school community. We asked students and staff throughout the school 
to identify the values which represent what is best about Hale, and which help us all 
to learn and to enjoy our time in school.  

When we studied everyone’s feedback, there was a great deal of agreement amongst 
students and staff. Three areas were mentioned repeatedly, and these helped us to 
identify our three most important values: 



 

 

As we return in September, you will see these three values forming a more visible 
part of our life in school.  

This is what it means to be a member of the Richard Hale community.  

This is what makes Richard Hale a place to be proud of.  

Every single one of us is part of this. Let’s all think about what we can do to make 
sure our actions and attitude reflect what Richard Hale stands for. By respecting 
others, aiming high and showing commitment, we can all contribute to making this 
an even better place to learn and to be.  

Alex Tyldesley 

 



 

ART EXHIBITION GOES 
DIGITAL 
Unfortunately, due to Covid 19 we have 
been unable to hold our annual Art 
exhibition at the Corn Exchange. Instead 
we have created an online exhibition 
showcasing a selection of some of the best artwork our GCSE and A-level students 
have produced this year. Working in a pandemic has been incredibly difficult for 
everyone and has brought enormous challenges. The dedication, resilience and 
determination shown by our students has been nothing short of awe inspiring. 
Huge congratulations to all our students for producing such a fantastic range of work. 
Special praise should go to the following students who are prize winners this year: 
  
  
Most improved student                    Tom Wood 
Most creative student                       Owen Davies 
Star of the future (Year 11)             Dylan Rix          

  
Most innovative use of materials     Ally Offer 
Special recognition award                Sam Dinnes 
Artists’ artist of the year                  Joseph Greathead 
  

Link to online exhibition: 

https://richardhaleart.wordpress.com/ 
  

 

D OF E: BACK ON TRACK 
After an enforced pause, the Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Award will resume at Richard 

Hale from September at Bronze and Gold 

levels. Participant numbers will be a little 

lower than in previous years. Restrictions 

permitting, we plan to offer the full 

programme involving back packing 

expeditions in Hertfordshire, the New Forest and Snowdonia next year along with the 

other elements including volunteering, physical recreation, and skills development.  

https://richardhaleart.wordpress.com/


INSIDE OUT 
Ocean Randhawa   9 Kinman 

 
What are you studying at GCSE? Engineering, Computer Science, 

German and Geography 

How did you cope with the lockdowns and other Covid related 

restrictions? Did you learn any new skills or insights? Over lockdown, I coped pretty 

well with the work and the google meets however there were some reasons why it 

was tricky because I missed out on many practicals in science, and many projects in 

engineering and definitely the end of year tests in year 8, it was hard because we 

could only communicate in Google Meets and the test was hard when you didn’t 

have a physical teacher there to point the mistakes or what went well in my work. I 

also felt it was like a jump into year 9 because I didn’t really know what to do. Apart 

from that, it was great being able to have my bedroom become my classroom and 

being able to eat lunch with my family. 

New skills I learnt over lockdown: 

● I learnt how to solve a Rubik’s cube. 

● I learnt how to make Origami. 

● I learnt how to bake desserts and cook breakfasts. 

 

Tell us about your favourite subjects. My favourite subject would definitely be 

Computer Science because I love learning about the ‘guts’ of a computer and what 

makes it work, also I love the programming part too, writing a line of code which is 

specifically designed to be read by a computer it’s so great when you finally see your 

code work and give the output you wanted. I also really like engineering because I 

love learning the processes done to create such a simple product and then applying it 

to a project. 

Funniest or most embarrassing school experience? My MOST embarrassing school 

experience is definitely when I walk into my regular room and there is another class 

there working and they all look at you and you just close the door like you never 

opened it. 



Senior House Football 

Favourite hobbies or pastimes? My favourite hobby is definitely playing Tennis with 

my friends, I could play it for hours, I also really enjoy going to the beach in the 

summer! 

Tell us a joke. Heard about the new restaurant called Karma? There’s no menu: You 

get what you deserve. 

 

HOUSE COMPETITIONS 2020-21 

Despite a challenging year at school, it has been really encouraging to see the way 

both the Heads of Houses and students have risen to the challenge of the range of 

events that we have been able to run. There has been some real creativity this year, 

particularly in music and drama to ensure these competitions have been able to take 

place and ensure students were provided with the opportunity to represent their 

house. The competition has been close throughout the year, with the lead in the 

Cock House Cup changing hands on FOUR occasions. This term, we have seen the 

conclusion to the competition with a number of sporting events, notably athletics 

across all year groups, tennis from Years 7 to 10 and the reading challenge for Years 7 

and 8.  

Some highlights in the school year have been 

the 80 boys who represented their House in 

the Year 11 football competition in the 

autumn term, the tremendous adaptability 

shown by the Music Department to ensure a 

vibrant and compelling competition was able 

to take place and where students were also 

able to hear the music, the Road to the Euros, 

organised by Mr Smith (Head of Hale) which 

encouraged boys and staff to get out and exercise during lockdown, and very recently 

the Year 13 leavers football competition where we were able to welcome back over 

70 students to take part in a friendly tournament. This event was played in really 

good spirit, though with no breaks between matches, a summer fitness programme 

may be needed for some of the boys. 



In the athletics the overall boy’s competition was won by Hale and the girls also 

followed suit with Hale coming out as victors again. The tennis has also been a really 

enjoyable event held over 4 weeks where we have witnessed some really exciting 

games. The boys umpire themselves in all matches and have shown real maturity in 

undertaking this task. Overall joint winners here were Croft and Wallace. 

Our final event was the Year 7 and 8 reading challenge organised by Miss Harvey 

(Head of Croft). This has just been completed with Croft winning with a total of 

24,578,705 words read throughout the academic year. The individual winner was 

Vojtech Hammock in 7 Croft who has read a fantastic 4,171,627 words since 

September 2020. 

Competitions and winners 2020-21 

Competition Overall Winners 

Cross Country Hale 

Rugby Hale 

Table Tennis Cowper 

Drama Kinman and Croft 

Table Tennis Cowper 

Music Wallace 

Reading Croft 

Football Cowper and Croft 

Tennis Croft and Wallace 

Athletics Hale 

 

 

 



After nearly 10 months of competition, 

congratulations must go to Hale House led by Mr 

Smith and House Captains Alastair Murray and Nadja 

Forrest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBWAY ART 

The Art department has been given the fantastic 
opportunity to display more of its artwork in the 
local community in Hertford. A selection of work 
from A-level students is on display in the London 
Road subway (near the fire station) from Monday 
19th July. This is a collaboration organised by 
Hertfordshire County Council showing the work 
from local schools. All work has been produced 
whilst in the global pandemic which makes the 
work all the more impressive. Congratulations to 
our Y12 students Teigan Chandler, Isobelle Davies 
and Emma Quinn, whose work has selected to be 
displayed. 
  
Hertfordshire County Council have also run a 
community Art competition for artwork to be 
displayed in the Aldi subway. This was open to the 

general public including local artists. Huge congratulations to Nathan Gunnell, 7 
Hale, who had a piece of work selected to be displayed later in July. He is definitely 
one to watch for the future. 
  
Please do go and have a look at the work if you get the chance. 

House Points 

Hale 148.5 

Wallace 145.5 

Croft 138.5 

  

Kinsman 136 

Cowper 111.5 

Page 95 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ulWD6opeLdwcNipeTcYoVAiHXGbxDldA?usp=sharing


  
 

Year 12 student at Richard Hale School, Hertford in Hertfordshire, Daniel Fitzgerald, 
shares what he learnt from a course he recently took part in run by the Holocaust 
Educational Trust called Lessons from Auschwitz. 

The primary aim of the course is to educate young adults about the events of the 
Holocaust, including the years before and its far-reaching effects in the decades after 
the war. It focussed heavily on personal stories as well as emphasising what was lost 
in Europe as a result of the Holocaust. 

My own experience has taught me that the Holocaust is often learned in a way that 
makes it feel distant. Facts and figures, while important for exams in school, 
desensitise us from the human tragedy that took place. 



To understand not only what happened, but also its repercussions, requires us to 
expose ourselves to the stories of people, for whom the Holocaust was a reality. My 
goal entering the Lessons from Auschwitz project was not only to learn more about 
the Holocaust, but to explore a different side to that which is taught in the classroom. 

One of the first topics we discussed was what Europe was like before the Holocaust. 
One interesting case was the Polish town of Oświęcim, which would later become the 
site of the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp. It was typical of many towns in Eastern Europe 
in the decades before the war with a population of fourteen thousand, roughly half 
of which was Jewish. People of many different and varying degrees of faith existed 
harmoniously, respecting and celebrating one another’s religious holidays, looking 
back at example like this, it is clear what we have lost in modern day Europe. 

We can see the impact of the Holocaust. I think it is safe to say that the Holocaust is 
most commonly imagined from the perspective of the victims.  

At one point in the course, we were encouraged to contemplate the position of those 
in charge of the concentration and death camps. It is more straightforward to write 
these people off as evil, hateful and malicious with words like ‘monster’ often used to 
describe them. It is an inconvenient truth that these individuals were just as human 
as the victims. In many cases they had families of their own, they would go home in 
the evening to wives and children who loved them very much, which is a paradoxical 
thought. 

Maybe it could be seen as tragic, that these men, who were caring and kind fathers 
and husbands, were indoctrinated into the Nazi ideology, in any case, that could 
never excuse their actions. 

Though the course was definitive in some areas of learning, there were many 
opportunities and ample time to contemplate certain aspects of the Holocaust for 
ourselves, develop our own sentiments and come to our own verdict. 

A question that I struggled to resolve in my mind was, how should we think about 
those who enabled the Holocaust? By this I mean the train drivers transporting 
Jewish people to camps, or those working in the census bureau identifying the 
addresses of Jewish homes. 

This article was originally published by https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/  
- https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/richard-hale-pupil-shares-his-thoughts-

on-the-holocaust/  

https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/
https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/richard-hale-pupil-shares-his-thoughts-on-the-holocaust/
https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/richard-hale-pupil-shares-his-thoughts-on-the-holocaust/


INSIDE OUT 
Mateo Viudez-Calzada   9 Page 

 

What are you studying at GCSE? Engineering, Computer 
Science, German and Geography 
 

How did you cope with the lockdowns and other Covid 
related restrictions? Did you learn any new skills or 
insights? I coped well. There were some disadvantages, 
such as not having practical lessons for engineering or not 
being able to hang around with friends at break and lunch, but also some advantages, 
such as being able to ride my bike with neighbours as soon as school finished before 
it got dark rather than having to waste 15 minutes to get home or being able to wear 
more comfortable clothes and being more eco-friendly. It was also very convenient 
being able to finish breakfast and only have to take a few steps to go to “school”. 
 

New skills I learnt over lockdown: 
 New tricks on my bike when riding after school with friends 
 Computer shortcuts from using it for the whole school day 

 

Tell us about your favourite subjects. My favourite subject is engineering because I 
love being able to build and disassemble things to see how they work and to get the 
delight of seeing things that I have made with my own hands doing something. My 
second favourite subjects are chemistry and physics because I find it extremely 
interesting discovering what everything around us is made of and how different 
substances will react in different ways. I also like computer science because I find it 
fascinating how something as small as a computer can do amazing things and also 
being able to figure out how they work and telling the computer what to do by 
programming. 
 

Funniest or most embarrassing school experience? In engineering when I went to put 
some safety goggles on: I didn't realise I already had some on until Mr Gleed told me. 
 
Favourite hobbies or pastimes? My favourite hobbies are: 
 
Mountain biking: it is in many senses related to engineering and it is a great form of 
sport to keep fit and healthy, and it also gives you lots of freedom. 

mailto:18viudemat@rhsstudents.co.uk


RC devices: in particular drones and the ones that fly 
because, again it is very related to engineering and 
sometimes computer science, and also the freedom It 
allows you to do cool stunts. My dad and I are building a 
racing drone (Tyro 99) 
 
 

LEGO: in particular LEGO Technic because you can build anything you can think 
of and it is one of the simplest and cheapest forms of engineering. I also like 
how after you have built something (other than the satisfaction of seeing it 
work) you can also improve it. The only limit is your creativity. 
 

Tell us a joke … or two or three. 
 Why did Adele cross the road? To say hello from the other side. 
 I was wondering why the ball was getting bigger. Then it hit me. 
 Did you hear about the restaurant on the moon? I heard the food was great 

but it had no atmosphere. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSIDE OUT 
Jonny Coates   9 Cowper 

 
 
 
 
 

 

100 CLUB WINNERS – SUMMER TERM 2021 

 

Spring Term Winners 
 

1st Prize –  Anna Bellingham 

2nd Prize –  Joanna Chipperfield 

3rd  Prize – Angela O’Connor 
 

Summer Term Winners 

 

1st Prize –  Paula Shillito 

2nd Prize – Lucy Feast 
3rd Prize – Rosalino Walsh 

 

For any queries please contact Aissa Blanche, Finance 
 

 



SPORTS HALL UPDATE 

After many years of campaigning and 

fundraising, work finally began on the 

construction of the Sports Hall at the start 

of the Easter holidays. The site compound 

takes up the area on the right hand side 

of the school drive with the Sports Hall 

being constructed on the old tennis court 

area. The ground was excavated, levelled, 

and prepared for work to start. 

 

From here, the first layer of concrete was poured to 

allow the piling rig to operate and the sub frame to 

be built. Once the piled foundations had been drilled 

and formed, and insulation and steel mesh were 

installed. On Wednesday 14th July, the first part of the 

concrete base was poured and this work will continue 

over the Summer holiday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When the concrete base has been completed, the gas main that crosses the site is 

then due to be replaced in August and this will be crucial to allow the steel frame to 

be delivered and erected. Work will then continue throughout the Autumn and we 

hope to have the sports hall completed and ready for use early in 2022. 

We are extremely grateful for all the donations that we have received over the years 

towards the sports hall including a significant contribution from a local charity. 

During the 400th anniversary celebrations in 2017, a ‘buy a brick’ fundraising 

campaign was launched to help raise funds for this project and we plan to re-launch 

this at the start of the new school year to try to raise enough money that we can 

equip the fitness room for our students to use. Please look out for details of this in 

September if this is something you would like to support.  

This is an extremely exciting project for the school and I look forward to being able to 

provide further updates over the Autumn. 

 

 



CHARITY REPORT 2020-21 
Mr Clay Charity Co-ordinator 

 
It has been a challenging year for many charities, and the opportunity to support 

good causes across the school have evolved in response. Unfortunately volunteering 

and large collections on the scale that we have seen in previous years were not 

possible. Undeterred, the Sixth Form Charity Team led by Leon George (Year 13) have 

come up with some unique, socially distanced ways to support local charities. I would 

like to express my thanks for the work and dedication shown in doing so.  

                                                            

The Annual Christmas Jumper Day for the Sixth Form thankfully 

passed under relatively ‘normal’, socially distanced conditions 

and continued to be very well supported, raising over £300 for 

Save the Children. Sadly, events to support people who have 

suffered serious brain injuries was cancelled in December due 

to the second lockdown. The first significant charity event of 

2021, involved Year 7 and the ‘Last Person Standing’ Premier 

League competition. Students across the year, picked a winning 

team each week in a knockout style competition. The event saw 

double winners Wilfred Shirley and Harry Forbes with third 

place Charlie Hughes (pictured below) all make it through to the last game of the 

season unbeaten and share the prizes. A large amount of planning and spreadsheet 

coding was involved, and I would like to thank all of those involved in making the 

event happen, over £100 was raised to support local charities.  

Whilst participation in charitable acts has been 

extremely difficult, Leon and I were fortunate to visit 

local community charity ‘Jedidiah’, which is located at 

the top of Fore Street, Hertford. Founder Cynthia 

Stroud showed us around their impressive operation 

and we discussed opportunities that Richard Hale 

students will have in the near future to support the 



charity and make a difference in the local community. We are hoping that from 

September, our students will be able to offer volunteering and support. More 

information can be found about the charity here: https://www.jedidiah.org.uk/ 

Next year, I hope that as restrictions ease, charity and volunteering across the School 

and House System will continue to support new and existing charities in a productive 

and fruitful way.      

 

MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS SPRING 21/Summer 21 

Congratulations to all of these students on their success! 

ABRSM Performance Grade exams 

Name  Form Instrument Grade Result 

Jonah Scott 7 Cr Saxophone 2 Merit 

Thomas Attridge 8 Cr Piano 1 Merit 

William Carter 9 Pa Piano 4 Pass 

Dexter Rigby 9 Cr Piano 2 Merit 

Adam Barker 13 Cr Flute 8 Pass 

Jack Wells 13 Cr Trumpet 8 Pass 

Fredrick Mitchell 

O’Reilly 

10 Wa Piano 3 Merit 

Dylan Rix 11 Wa Piano 6 Pass 

Craig Chilton 9 Co Piano 1 Pass 

Nathaniel Roberts 12 

MLa 

Piano 6 Merit 

 

 

https://www.jedidiah.org.uk/


ABRSM Theory Exams 

Name Form Grade Result 

George Ward 10 Ha 5 Distinction 

Lucas Viudez-Calzada 10 Pa 5 Distinction 

Mateo Viudez-

Calzada 

9 Pa 5 Merit 

Conor Vajda 11 Wa 5 Pass 

 

Rock School 

Name Form Instrument Grade Result 

Thomas Attridge 8 Cr Guitar Debut Merit 

Craig Chilton 9 Co Guitar 1 Merit 

Reuben Venables 8 Cr Guitar 1 Merit 

Samuel Curzon 7 Wa Guitar 1 Merit 

Nashe Ndoro 8 Co Guitar 1 Distinction 

William Corrin 7 Co Guitar 1 Distinction 

 

Trinity 

Name Form Instrument Grade Result 

Luke Griffiths 10 Co Bass Guitar 4 Merit 

 

 

 

 

 



ABRSM Theory exams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following students will be taking their exams in July; we wish them every success: 

Name Form Grade Instrument 

Dylan Rix 11 Wa 8 Saxophone 

Nicholas Hindle 10 Ki 7 Piano 

Lucas Viudez-Calzada 10 Pa 6 Piano 

Lucas Viudez-Calzada 10 Pa 5 Saxophone 

Joseph Aves 7 Wa 5 Piano 

Kaja Novotny 8 Cr 5 Piano 

Nelson Cox 7 Ha 4 Piano 

Fraser Cranitch 7 Co 1 Piano 

Thomas Martyn Stephens 11 Ha 8 Clarinet 

Cameron Pitman 7 Wa 5 Clarinet 

Jasper Corkery Schless 11 Pa 6 Saxophone 

Shay Stevens 10 Co 4 Saxophone 

Max Thomas 9 Pa 3 Saxophone 

Jonah Scott 7 Cr 3 Saxophone 

Name Form Grade 

Kaja Novotny 8 Cr 5 

Joshua Farrell 11 Cr 8 

Thomas Martyn 

Stephens 

11 Ha 8 

Dylan Rix 11 Wa 8 



INSIDE OUT 
Jonny Coates   9 Cowper 

What are you studying at GCSE? For my GCSE I have chosen Art, German, Geography 
and Business 

How did you cope with the lockdowns and other Covid related restrictions? Did you 
learn any new skills or insights? I found that I coped very well with lockdown. It felt 
quite similar to going to school except the classroom was only a few feet from my 
bed. Doing online lessons was definitely a bit odd to start with, but I got used to it 
quite quickly. It was quite nice not having to get up so early every morning, however 
not being able to see my friends was one of the disadvantages of lockdown, and the 
occasional embarrassing parent in the back of the camera shot never got too old. 
Since there wasn’t as much sport available with all the lockdown restrictions, I found 
a liking for running. Most mornings I would get up and go for a run before school 
starts, which was a great way to start off the day. Towards the end of lockdown, my 
friend James and I decided to walk a marathon. It took us 8 and a half hours to 
complete but was definitely worth it. I would recommend it to anyone to do if they 
want legs that don’t work for the next two weeks. 

Tell us about your favourite subjects. I enjoy a lot of my subjects, however the one 
that stands out for me is art. I enjoy all aspects of art, from drawing, to painting, to 
sculpting. Whenever I go to pack my bag for the day and see that Art is on my 
timetable, I always know that it will be a good day. I think art is important since it 
helps me to be more creative and imaginative in the real world, and It allows me to 
show my skills and personality through my work. 

In a close second is business. Business is not only an enjoyable subject, but a useful 
subject. It helps me to understand how businesses are run and what aspects there 
are to a business. I think that knowing how a business works and the ins and outs of 
it will help me later in life to maybe start a business of my own someday. 

Funniest or most embarrassing school experience? School is full of funny memories 
and experiences. My funniest memory would have to be on the ski trip back in year 8. 
I remember a friend of mine was on a chair lift and dropped his ski pole off the lift 
into some woods. He skied the rest of the day with 1 pole which looked really funny 
and it was safe to say that the pole he lost was long gone. 

 



Favourite hobbies or pastimes? My 
hobbies are golf, karate and football. 
Football keeps me fit and healthy. I 
play for a team in Ware called Ware 
FC as their goalkeeper and have done 
for the last 2 years. I’ve played golf 
since I was seven and play it 3-4 
times a week. Karate is important to 
me. I’ve been doing it since I was 
four years old. It helps me to be able 
to defend myself in a fight, but most 
of all it has taught me self-discipline 
from a really young age. It has also 
given me the social skills to be able 
to be confident when working with 

others. Sports are really important to me since they allow me to stay fit while doing 
what I love to do. 

Tell us a joke. Why do French people like snails? Because they don’t like fast food! 

 

INSIDE OUT – Sophie Davey 

Head of Business and Economics, Sophie joined Richard Hale 

in 2014, having come from Hertford Regional College. ‘My 

career started after university in Corporate Finance; you had 

to research a business and its competitors in depth and then 

work out a funding package which allowed the business to 

achieve its objectives but also minimize risk for the bank. I 

didn’t know it at the time, but in hindsight I was just learning 

all about different businesses so I could teach students all 

about them.  I retrained to become a teacher, specialising in 

year 13 and loved it, it was definitely one of my better 

decisions! Moving to Hale and younger students was a bit of a culture shock and it 

was a very steep learning curve. Before I became a department head, I was Head of 

Cowper House, which was really rewarding watching all the different year groups 

come together and deliver amazing music and plays. I was lucky to be the form 



teacher of 7 Cowper (now 9 Cowper) as they were just brilliant at every sport going 

from chess to long distance running. They were inspirational.  

What brought you into teaching – and what keeps you in the profession? Escapism – I 

had a career gap and I missed the vibrancy of working and college offered me an 

opportunity to work part time and train to be a teacher. I love working with young 

people and every year you have different characters with different outlooks on life, 

so it’s impossible to get bored.  

Why the fields of business and economics? In your view, why are they important? 

Pretty much everyone, will leave RHS and work for a business or start their own so 

business studies gives you a head start as to how they can make their business or the 

one they work for successful. Most employees don’t know how crucial they are to the 

success on an organisation. It’s also full of life skills such as understanding finance 

options and cash flow planning.  

Economics is far more theoretical and it looks at how resources (factors of 

production) can be utilized to achieve the maximum benefit. However, every action 

has implications and often the ones which will be fairer will be unpopular. Economics 

explores those options and I am hoping that the awareness it teaches will in the long 

run give students a better understanding of the UK/world. They are currently tasking 

with thinking outside the box and come up with policies that will help to reduce the 

inequality in the UK. 

What has been your most memorable moment in teaching? Probably when I was at 

college, I had been threatening to sellotape a student to a chair as he was such a 

disruptive fidget. I arrived one lesson to find that the other students had completely 

sellotaped him to the chair, table, his pen and the floor …. (He is now working in a 

highly responsible job in intelligence after leaving Surrey University with a first). Every 

year at Hale there is always a student who has wanted an A/7 and it’s been elusive, 

but they have worked really hard and that moment in August at 6am when as a 

teacher you log on and see that they have achieved it, is just magical! 

 

If you hadn’t become a teacher, what would you like to have done? Events 

management maybe for a heritage steam train company, something with lots of 

variety, or festivals ….  

 



What do you do to relax? My head often feels likes its rush hour on the M25, so I 

quite like walking as if gives me to time to slow down and think through things 

properly. Once I am happy with my solutions then I relax! 

 

Who would you invite to a dinner party – they could be living or dead – and why?  

Roald Amundsen – I grew up thinking Scott of the Antarctic was a hero and he was 

beaten by a charlatan, but after visiting the museum dedicated to him in Oslo, I 

learnt about how he had lived with Eskimos, redesigned boats and everything to 

ensure success, that I am just in absolute awe of him .. so much planning. 

Oscar Wilde – I just think he would be so witty and utterly politically incorrect.  

Roald Dahl – Danny the Champion of the World was one of my favourite books 

growing up and I have actually sat in the caravan that inspired the story. He had a lot 

of tragedy in his life, yet he had this knack of absorbing you into his stories and you 

could actually see people the way you saw them as a child.  I also think I need to 

know more about the Trunchball/Chokey design to help with some of my classes. 

Amelia Earhart – She didn’t just fly across the Atlantic! She was living in a very male 

world but yet achieved so much including her own ‘wrinkle free’ clothing line. 

Probably one of the first acknowledged female entrepreneurs. She just saw 

opportunities and went for them: she would be so full of stories. 

Naga Munchetty and Stef McGovern – they both come across as 100% fun, yet both 

love their jobs and ask such skilful questions that they would bring out so much more 

from guests than I would be able to.  

Who would play you in the film of your life? I used to have lovely dark hair so I’d like 

it to be Julia Roberts or Demi Moore. However, with teaching, you end up focusing 

with reality and after having been told I was a dead ringer for the TV cop ‘Vera’ it 

would probably end up being Brenda Blethyn and she’s more than 20 years older 

than me. 

Most embarrassing or memorable moment in teaching? – Not going there, it might 

give ideas to other students 

 

Best piece of advice you have ever received? Do more listening. 

 

 

 



ATHLETICS REPORT 

Harry Hicks   PE Department 
 

In a year where we have seen very limited 

amounts of extra-curricular sport it was a real 

delight to have an athletics season return albeit a 

Covid special.  

A team of Year 8 & 10 dodged the rain to compete 

in the County league and any sign of having a year 

away from the track could not be seen. Our season 

got off to a flying start with the Under 16 securing 

a comfortable 1st against a strong field and U14 

finishing 4th which is a great foundation for their 

first ever competition together. Some notable 

performances from Exalted Okungbawa in the long 

jump and Arthur Deacon in the discus to name a 

few.  Elliot Champness got his athletics career 

underway with a comfortable 1st place in the 

1500m. Tom Rutter started as he meant to go on in the javelin breaking the County 

league record throwing 53.64m, something he would do twice more over the season.  

Ben Adams started the meet off with a fine race in the U14 Hurdles coming 1st and 

setting his seasons best - not bad for his second competitive race. Rhys Bethell ran a 

fantastic 800m in a tight race against a strong field. Tom Roberts flew down the track 

in the 100m and set a season’s best of 11.70 seconds. 

While this season has been very different, all of our athletes have exemplified what a 

team should be. The Year 10s have a set a high standard not just in their own 

performances but in how they have conducted themselves and led the squad with 

maturity beyond their years. The Year 8’s have begun their athletics careers 

fantastically and this bode well for the future.  

A number of our athletes qualified for the County Championships and raised the bar 

with some fine performances. 



County Athletics Championships  

Ethan Primett – 1st place: 

Intermediate Boys 3000m - 8m 

53 secs - qualified to compete at 

English School Championships in 

Manchester 

Tom Rutter – 1st place: 

Junior Boys Javelin - 59.57 m - 

qualified to compete at English 

School Championships in 

Manchester- Championship 

record  

George Ward – 3rd place: Intermediate Boys 800m   1m 58.7 sec  

County League records 

George Ward – Senior boys 800m - 1m 59.8 sec 

Tom Rutter - Senior boys Javelin - 55.73m  

A special mention must go to Tom Rutter and Ethan Primett who represented 

Hertfordshire at the English Schools Championships. Tom came 1st in the Junior Boys 

Javelin with an outstanding personal best throw of 61.44 m. Four of his six throws 

were all above 55m. 

Ethan came an impressive 4th place 

in the Intermediate Boys 3000m with 

a personal best time of 8mins 

36.68secs. He was pipped from 

coming third by only 4 tenths of a 

second. Congratulations to them 

both for their achievements. 

I would like to thank all staff who 

have helped in any capacity and to 

Caroline Rutter who helped with transport and officiating. 



HOUSE PLAYWRITING COMPETITION 2020-21 
Shelagh Maughan 

 

Due to covid restrictions, we were unable to stage the House Play competition this 

year. However, given the number of students over the years who have submitted 

plays they have written themselves, we decided to tap into this. And so the House 

Playwriting competition was born. Students were divided into three categories – 

category 1 was years 7-8, category 2 years 9-10 and category 3 was years 11,12 and 

13. Students submitted their plays to their House Masters in the first instance. They 

and others in their House would decide which were the best ones to be sent on to 

the main judging panel – Miss Baldwin, Mr Hinckley, Miss Hancock, Mrs Barnes and 

Miss Maughan. There were 16 plays in all as 2 Houses each had no submissions in 

one category. Some were funny, some were thrillers and some were – well, just a bit 

odd! Below is a digest of the adjudicators’ comments. In each category I have named 

the winner and runner-up then the others in alphabetical order of their surname. 

 

Category 1 – years 7 & 8 

Unsurprisingly, we had submissions from every House for this category. The winner 

was Oscar Williams 8K with ‘The Raid’. This was a thriller about a bomber on its way 

back from a raid. A lot of thought had been put into staging, lights and sound as well 

as producing an interesting play with good characterisation. Runner–up was George 

Kimberley 8H with ‘School Lockdown’ a comedy about a class of boys waiting for 

their teacher to turn up. They then find out that not only was their teacher missing 

but so was the rest of the school! Again, there was excellent characterisation and it 

was easily stageable. Excellent ending. I would love to see these two staged.  

Elliott Chase and Alexander Brown 8Cr submitted the ‘Magic of Christmas’. This was 

the story of a family facing a number of problems at Christmas. It was a complete 

story with a proper ending where everything turned out okay. Darius Ionescu’s (8P) 

‘War on Olympus’ was a hero’s quest in true Greek myth style, full of adventure and 

excitement. Zak Martin 8Co brought us back to earth with ‘Max’s Life in Lockdown’, 

an account of one day in the life of a boy in lockdown. His characters were well-

drawn and believable.  

 

 

 



 

Cameron Pitman 7W took us into the future and across the Atlantic for his play. ‘The 

Truth’. Good use of monologue helped with character development. 

Special commendation to Oscar Neave 7P for his murder mystery ‘Mistaken Murder’. 

He not only provided an exciting script but also detailed descriptions of the 

characters and plot outline as well as a storyboard of the many scenes. Excellent 

effort! 

Category 2 – years 9-10 

This category tended to produce darker plays. No entry from Page. 

Winners in this category were Farouk Temsi and Thomas McDonnell 9Cr with ‘A Cold 

Decision’ which took us to the USA and USSR at the height of the cold war. This was a 

well written thriller with good characters and a nice cliffhanger at the end. Special 

Commendation for Thomas who also composed and performed music to go with the 

play. Excellent work, Thomas, we did enjoy that. Benjamin Davis 10W came second 

with ‘The Last Train to Angel’. This was an ambitious fantasy tale set on a train which 

gave lots of scope for the actors as it involved freeze frames and internal thought.  

Jesse Cummings and Niall O’Donohue 9/10H gave us ‘That Night in Amsterdam’. This 

was a dark surreal piece that provided a lot of scope for group work but won’t do 

much for their tourist trade! Another dark piece was Raees Ahmed Khan 9K ‘I’m a 

Boy’. This time we were in a dystopian world following a boy facing a new life 

following a family tragedy. It would certainly make the audience think. Daniel 

Richardson’s ‘Guilt’ rooted us in the real world with three well drawn characters, 

helped by a narrator, reliving events they felt guilty about. His staging suggestions 

were very creative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Category 3 – years 11, 12 & 13.  

No entry from Cowper. 

The winner here was Naveen Vatti 13Cr with ‘Mayday! Mayday!’ This was a 

reconstruction of 9/11 seen through the eyes of people who had experienced it first-

hand. A lot of thought had gone into the staging and, as one would expect from a 

member of the School technical team, a lot of sound effects including actual tape 

from the day. This was an emotional and strong piece of drama. Second was Kesh de 

Silva 11H with ‘Just Another Friday Afternoon’. This was a very amusing British 

‘Breakfast Club’. The characters were utterly believable with good naturalistic 

dialogue.  

 

Dan Fitzgerald and Ali Murray 13H gave us ‘Time and Money’ a series of vignettes 

tied together by the passing of a £5 note. This provided opportunities for a lot of 

actors. ‘On the Edge’ by Oli Kristensen 13P was a psychological piece focused round a 

man on the edge of a bridge. This was another play where we got to ‘hear’ the voice 

in a character’s head. Douglas Naylor-Stewart 13W’s play was ‘Christmas Carolvirus’, 

a comedy based in an office, featuring some nice characterisations. The audience 

would love it. 

 

Every student who entered showed imagination and a good knowledge of what made 

a good drama. Those that did not score so well tended to be those who got so carried 

away with their story that they forgot it needed to be played in real time and live, 

cramming in far too many scenes and special effects. Perhaps we need to start a 

House Short Film competition! Well done to them all. 

Final Scores: 

 1= Croft and Kinman 

3= Hale and Wallace 

5= Cowper and Page  

 

 

 


