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In Hale News I always get the opportunity to review the term and I have to start by
saying how great it has been to have been able to resume many of the extracurricular and House events that we missed last year. These are such an important
part of the school, COVID has restricted what we could offer so it has been brilliant to
see the students getting these opportunities again.
This would therefore be the ideal place to start. Sport has returned with an
impressive fixture list across the school. The return of Saturday morning fixtures has
been great; to see the students out on Saturday morning playing in a whole host of
fixtures has been fantastic. I watched the seniors play their final game of the year the
other week and despite the freezing cold rain and blistering wind they won their
match against Watford Boys in a game they dominated. As always it is also fantastic
too see the younger students taking up the game, many have not played before and
this year we had two year groups, 7 and 8, where this was the case. On a cold
Saturday morning or Friday afternoon to see so many students engaging in Rugby
makes my week. We have also had a large number of football fixtures. We have
played in the national and local competitions across different age groups and have
seen some brilliant games. We have also played our first senior basketball game in a
number of years, finished third in the county for table tennis and had our first netball
fixture against Presdales (which we won!). We have really missed not being able to
play sport in this way and the return this term, whether we have won or lost, has
been so welcome. Thank you to all the teachers who have been involved in running
and promoting this, it has made such a difference to the students.
Alongside sport we have also seen the return of other areas of extra-curricular
activities. Two music concerts have taken place in the recital room and I very much
enjoyed the Christmas concert at the church as well as the Founder’s day service on
the final day of term. We have relaunched our Duke of Edinburgh programme and
the return of House Plays was also greatly anticipated and did not disappoint. All six
pieces were written by students during lockdown as part of the House Play writing
competition last year. To have six pieces all created by the students and then for
them to direct and perform in them was truly magnificent. The play writing was
thoughtful and explored a huge range of themes. Students really did excel in
delivering these and I did not envy Simon Wallace, our adjudicator, who was tasked

with choosing the winner. Croft were eventual winners, but all the Houses should be
proud of what they managed to achieve this year. I am also looking forward to the
return of the School Quiz team who will be competing at the end of term. It is all of
these events and opportunities that have been missing in the last year which we are
so pleased have returned this year.
It has also been great to engage with parents in school again; the Year 7 parents
evening gave us the opportunity to welcome new members of the school community
to the school. Whilst an Open Evening was not able to take place, we did a huge
number of tours for Year 6 parents, with these fully booked over the 5 weeks. The 6th
form students were amazing in touring each day to show future students around the
school. We were able to host our Post 16 Open Evening and we had vast numbers of
external and internal students visit on the evening. It was also great to have Year 11
parents attend the revision evening in October which built on the sessions students
have been doing to help prepare them for their examinations next summer.
Whilst we have seen a change in how COVID has been allowed to be managed in
school, it still has remained with us over the last term, and it is also fitting that the
community’s response to this has enabled us to continue with events and learning in
school. I have, and continue to have, such admiration for the students, who have
dealt with the challenges of the last year in the most positive and mature manner.
This includes the students who were awarded grades last summer; they had to
experience a process that was really different to anything that has happened before,
they had a very difficult final year at school, yet they rose to the challenge and were
able to secure places at university or other opportunities. I am looking forward to
seeing last year’s students return for Presentation Evening at the end of the term so
these achievements can be celebrated. The same can be said for the Year 11 students
who secured post 16 places; they were so deserving of their achievements. Within
school we have had testing (which we will be supervising again in January) and
vaccinations as well as getting back to the core focus of learning. The atmosphere
around school is positive, with students showing their desire to learn, which has
made this term so enjoyable. Well done to all the students.
That brings us to the end of this term, when we still have some festive events to
complete and Year 11 will have a well-earned break after their mock examinations. In
the new year we will complete our sports hall; for those of you who have visited the
school, you will have seen this starting to take shape. The internal features are now

under construction and, having visited in my hard hat and boots recently, I can see
that it will be a fantastic facility for the students. I am looking forward to seeing it
fully completed next year.
I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Ian Hawkins - Headteacher

100 CLUB WINNERS – WINTER TERM 2021
Winter Term Winners
1st Prize – D & MCS Bergeal
2nd Prize – Siri Sawdy
3rd Prize – David R Snell
For any queries please contact Aissa Blanche, Finance

INSIDE OUT – Monica Aghedo
What brought you into Richard Hale? For me the stand-out quality of
Richard Hale School has always been the culture of development
and pastoral care for both students and staff alike.
What has been your most memorable moment at Richard Hale?
When I received the most gorgeous flowers from science staff on
one of my birthdays.
If you had not come to Richard Hale, what would you like to have
done? Probably be an event planner - organising weddings,
conferences, meetings, and other events for individuals and companies.
What do you do to relax? Going for long walks and listening to music.
Who would you invite to a dinner party – they could be living or dead – and why?
The queen for her sense of duty and her devotion to a life of service.
Previous jobs? Welfare/educational officer in a Remand home.
Who would play you in the film of your life? Whoopi Goldberg
Most embarrassing moment? Calling a close friend by the wrong name, she never
forgets!!
Best piece of advice you have ever received? Do what you’re afraid to do. Remain
professional even when your emotions get the best of you.
Tell us a joke:
Did you hear about the claustrophobic astronaut?

He just needed a little space.

House Events
Phil Camm – Assistant Headteacher
After 18 months of disruption to many of our House events, we have been delighted
to re-launch the House system this term. We have taken the opportunity to include
many new events, further broadening the appeal for students and supporting our
expectation that all students at the school participate.
This term has seen several events taking place, including House drama, cross-country,
rugby and quiz. There is much more planned for next term and we include a copy of
our House events programme for interest and information at the end of this edition
of Hale News.
At the end of the Autumn term, the House points board stacks up as follows:
1st Hale (58 points)
2nd Croft (56.5 points)
3rd Cowper (43.5 points)
4th Wallace (43 points)
Joint 5th Kinman & Page (42 points)

House Play Competition 2021
Shelagh Maughan
Despite COVID, split lunchtimes affecting rehearsal time and all the lesson catch ups,
we managed to stage the House Plays this year. Every House decided to stage an
entry from the previous year’s Playwriting Competition and it was lovely watching
their work coming to life. Our adjudicator this year, Simon Wallace, knew the House
Play competition well, having run it when he was Head of Drama here. As current
Head of Drama at St George’s Harpenden, he also understood the problems involved
in trying to stage drama in these times. He was very impressed by the standard of
writing and acting. The following is taken from his adjudications as noted by Mr
Hinckley.

First up was Hale with ‘Tower II’ by Noah McCallig which followed various people
through the events of 9/11, a difficult choice as many of the audience would
remember this day well. He loved the opening montage music and found the
projection of a timeline of the day effective. All gave strong performances but he
picked out the following for special praise: Sam Newby (who played two different
roles) who was always performing. He also praised James Murray, Isabelle Osman
and Tatiana Forrest (our only ‘real’ girls in the competition!) for their performances.
He was glad they had decided not to use US accents as drama works best when
actors can empathise with their characters. There were lots of big ideas and it was
challenging material.
Overall position – 3rd
Next up was Cowper – Guilt by Daniel Richardson [Daniel had to step in at the last
minute when an actor fell ill. He managed to learn all the lines in time to give a
proper performance]. Ola Afolabi as narrator was praised for his ‘velvet tones’. The
back projections were very good. There was good discipline shown in the stage
freezes and a nice use of space. A strong final picture ended a very polished
production. The following were praised for their performances: Max Dimitrov for his
portrayal as JJ, the young man led astray by his friends and also as Miss Smith, the
teacher - great cross-dressing! He had a strong range of vocal skills and commanding
presence. Daniel Richardson gave a confident performance as Chris and Simon
enjoyed the writing style.
Overall position – 2nd. Max Dimitrov – best actor in a male role.
Last up on Thursday was Croft – Cold Decision by Thomas McDonnell and Farouk
Temsi. [Thomas also composed and played the curtain music.] The staging was
excellent and efficient. There were lots of clever things and the ensemble company
worked well together, all talking, acting and reacting all the time. Lovely writing,
especially the scientific language which was spot on, and the use of the piano was
very creative. The simple set changes were effective especially the change from US to
Soviet courtroom which was very efficient. Overall the performance was very slick
and polished. Praised for their performances were: Dominic Massey – good sustained
accent; Benjamin Coles – Russian judge – vicious; George Critchley equally assertive.

Finley Murray as spy - brilliant. Finley Standbrook as prison guard – excellent, light
relief, very funny. Ryan Drummey – lovely ‘tricksy’ performance – strong, great
accent.
Overall position – 1st. Sayer Plate for technical excellence.
Kinman – The Raid by Oscar Williams
Written by Oscar when in year 7 – fantastic job. Pacey, dramatic moments due to the
writing, era specific dialogue – he’s got a career in scriptwriting ahead! The
Dambusters theme set the time and tone. He was made aware of the technical issue
and advises you not to put your trust in Wi-Fi, download your sound effects.
[Unfortunately the special sound effects, which were designed to punctuate the
dialogue to show the passing of time, did not happen due to the Wi-Fi access
switching off.] Good ambient sound effect of aircraft. Good ensemble moving in
unison – he wanted more! The arrangement of chairs to form the plane was very
effective
Praised for their performances: Freddie Masters – confident delivery of lines; Alex
Hunt – confident start and clear delivery; Raees Ahmed-Khan – good ‘Received
Pronunciation’ accent (needed everyone to have consistent RP accents)
Overall position – 4th
Page – Outbreak by Oliver Kristensen
Lovely scriptwriting, but he was worried about Covid as a subject. However, it was
saved by the comedy. Good stereotype characters – siblings and the girls in the park.
They were grotesque but in a good way. He thought they should not have shown the
killing. It made a poor ending. The set changes were comedy gold. The projector was
used well to set locations and they used the stage well.
Praised for their performances - Albert Button – absolutely brilliant; Dexter Moor (as
Stacey) – horrible in all the right ways; Ted Hutcheson– carried off waistcoat
perfectly, a confident and sympathetic performance; the siblings (Kieron Dixon and
Jamie Fuller) were brilliant; Rufus Fry as Nicole was great as well. Ben Fruin did lots of
good stuff – he gave a performance all the way on and off the stage.

Overall position – 6th
Wallace – The Truth by Cameron Pitman
This was a really ambitious piece of writing with believable characters. It was a little
confused on stage – they need to do something to signify flashbacks/change of
location. It was not clear to the audience. Slick transitions and the radio crackle was
effective.
Praised for their performances: George Pattenden – strong delivery, direct address to
the audience was assured; Ben Davies – vocal skills very strong to convey emotion.
(These two played brothers and he thought there was a good contrast between
them.); Fin Stevens and Adam Richardson – strong, confident
performances; Sam Curzon– played a very good baddie (he didn’t use those exact
words but this is the sense of it!) Freddie Mitchell O’Reilly – stunning. Simon thought
he was a real girl, in a good way – physicality and gestures were perfect, a natural
and honest performance. He was compared to Mark Rylance’s performance as a
woman.
Overall position – 5th. Fredrik Mitchell O’Reilly - Best Actor in a female role.
I would like to thank the Heads of House not only for their support of their Houses
but also for stepping in as emergency Stage Managers; Miss Baldwin, Mr Hinckley,
Miss Hancock and Mrs Barnes for giving up their time to advise the Houses at the
Dress rehearsals and especially to Miss Baldwin for hosting the event; The ‘boys on
the balcony’ – Nathaniel Roberts and Robert Woodland for operating the sound desk
and Ed Baker-Close for setting up the lights and guiding the House lighting operators.
An exciting two evenings of original drama
unlike anything we had ever seen before.
Who knows what next year will bring?

Mid-season Football Report
Kevin Patterson – Assistant Headteacher
It was an absolute please to get back to some form of normality as the school kicked
off with regular football fixtures in September.
The season has started well, with the majority of teams still involved in County Cup
competitions as we approach Christmas. Our performance in the National
competitions has given some really entertaining fixtures with some narrow loses in
the early rounds. The Year 10B team are the only team left with a last 16 game on the
16th December vs The Windsor Boys School.
It is worth noting that all year groups will receive regular training in the Spring Term
as normal. Training days and times will be published in the new year. This will also
see District group games commence and also regular Saturday morning football.
The progress of all year groups can be seen below (all correct up to the time of
writing this report):
Year
Group

County Cup

Yr 7 A

Round 3

Yr 7 B

¼ Final

National Cup

Yr 8

Round 2 (knocked out)

Round 1 (knocked out)

Yr 9

¼ Final

Round 2 (knocked out)

Yr 10

Round 3

Round 2 (knocked out)

N/A

Round 4 (last 16)

Yr 10 B
Yr 11

Round 3

Yr
12/13

¼ Final

Round 2 (knocked out)

I hope to report further success, engagement, goals and enjoyment in my full report
next term.
You’ll never walk alone,
Mr Patterson

Geology Trip to The Natural History Museum
By Olivia Orton 13DCH
On Monday 13th December, Year
13 Geology accompanied by Mr
Clay, visited the Natural History
Museum, in South Kensington
London. The trip runs every
December, and allows A Level
student a chance to make direct
observations on key areas of the
course, in particular dinosaurs,
minerals, planetary Geology and
hazards.
We started off at the dinosaur
exhibition, to look at the evolution
of dinosaurs and how the bone
structure of Ornithischian and
Saurischian dinosaurs differed, of

which the museum has many excellent examples. It also allowed us to note
observations of how modern animals, such as birds and reptiles, both direct
descendants of dinosaurs had evolved.
Throughout the exhibit we had worked examples of exam questions in particular
improving our understanding of dinosaurs and how their bone structure, hip
evolution and arms/wings evolution might be applied to exam questions.
Next we went to the ‘Mineral Gallery’, one of the largest collections of unique
mineral formations in the world. Using the specification, we found key minerals
discussed in exam questions, and made observations and sketches which would help
us to identify it in photographs, and thin sections. An area I found particularly useful
was examples from the rock cycle and Mohs scale of Hardness, which helped us to
identify minerals based on their hardness/strength. We also looked at the meteorite
section, which is a key component of section 6 of the A Level Geology course, this
opened up a wider discussion on what these tell us about how old the Earth is and its
overall composition. The Mineral Gallery also allowed us to see how different
minerals could form different crystal structures and colours depending on the
conditions it formed under.

The second part of the day, focused on the Hazards exhibition, which taught in
Section 7 and 10 of the course. It allowed us to make direct observations between
rocks and processes that occur in tectonically unstable parts of the world, such as the
Pacific Rim, in countries such as Indonesia and Japan. The exhibits on volcanoes and
earthquakes allowed us to reinforce our knowledge by doing some practical
observation. The ‘Earth in Space’ exhibit increased my overall understanding of the
Geology of our Solar System.
Overall the museum allowed the class to see a lot of the things we learn about in the
classroom, in real life, which definitely helped with my understanding and knowledge
of key theory we have covered over the past 18 months.

Sports Hall Update
Matt Botheras – Business Manager
Work has progressed on the Sports Hall throughout the Autumn term. The main roof
is finished and they have started on the internal blockwork and external finishes. The
work to the attenuation tank resulted in the school drive being closed for 8 days but
this allowed the drainage system to be completed. The completion date for the
project is being finalised but we hope that the sports hall will be in use for students
at the start of the summer term.
The following selection of photographs show the progress that has been made and
we are early anticipating the completion in the new year.

Remembrance Day
Jane Michelson (Home-School Liaison) and Vicky Yeoman (Teaching Assistant)
As part of Year 7's Key Skills lessons in the Autumn term, every
November student take part in a range of activities leading up to
Remembrance Day. We read and write war poetry and work
together to create the school Remembrance Day display in our
library.
Students were asked to research their family history and the
involvement of their family members in wars, past and present. This resulted in an
enormous amount of energy and some wonderful work was brought in for display,
along with some very precious family heirlooms!
Each and every student designed a poppy and wrote a personal message of gratitude
on the back, to commemorate those that lost their lives. Finally, on November 11th,
all Year 7 students gathered together, around the War memorial for their first RHS
Remembrance Day service.
All the work designed and created by the students is being sent to The Royal British
Legion HQ in London, as we know that their work is gratefully received and valued by
War Veterans, knowing that their sacrifices are still remembered by our young
people today.
Thank you to all the families who helped their sons with this project. It was
wonderful to see such enthusiasm and we felt privileged to share their family history
with them.

Christmas Concert 2021
Leena Rana – Head of Music
The weather outside was pretty
frightful on the evening of Tuesday 7th
December, but our Christmas Concert
was so delightful! It was great to be
back in All Saints’ Church and for
students to have an opportunity to
perform in front of an audience after
such a long time. We had to make a
few changes to the Christmas Concert,
such as a shorter programme with no
interval and reduced audience capacity,
so that everyone would feel safe.
We wanted to concentrate on the musical achievements of the students and to
celebrate the experience of live music once again. Our concert programme was
varied and included familiar Christmas tunes and virtuosic pieces. Concert Band,
Choir and smaller ensembles performed along with some newly formed groups, such
as Rock School and Orchestra.
We were treated to some incredible solos:
Mateo Viudez Calzada played the spirited Danse Rustique on cello; Daisy Robinson
gave a beautiful rendition of Tori Kelly’s Psalm 42; Oliver Gambles performed
Piazzolla’s Tango Etude No. 3 for solo flute with energy and panache; Dylan Rix gave
an impassioned performance of Chopin’s Prelude in Db Major; Alexander Justin
played Ben Crosland’s ‘I hear what you say’ with tenderness and lyricism. Thomas
Martyn Stephens made his debut on organ playing Bach’s Prelude in F. This was
probably the first time a Richard Hale student played on the organ in a Christmas
concert and it was an accomplished and impressive performance. Thomas McDonnell
was the final solo item in the programme and the audience were captivated by his
virtuosity and musicianship on the piano with Rachmaninoff’s formidable Prelude in
C# Minor.

The concert ended in true Richard Hale tradition with Trepak conducted first by Oli
Gambles and the encore by Nat Roberts. Congratulations to all performers who took
part in the Christmas concert. You all helped to make this year’s Christmas concert a
very special and memorable one. Here’s to many more! concerts in 2022! Wishing
you all a very Merry Christmas from the Music Department.

INSIDE OUT – Jack Hinckley
What brought you into Richard Hale?
I was a student at the school from 2008 – 2015 and after finishing
University I was offered the opportunity to come back and train to
be a teacher by the school – so I’ve never really left! There are a
number of ex-pupils within the staff here and I feel that really says
something about Richard Hale and the sense of belonging it
provides.
What has been your most memorable moment at Richard Hale?
As both a student and now Drama teacher the Theatre productions have always been
the highlight of my year. The House Plays and Whole School Productions form my
best memories as a student and directing My Fair Lady in 2020 was equally enjoyable
from the other side. It is great to see students express themselves and flourish on
stage and there is nothing better than seeing a student get that real sense of pride
and an adrenaline rush after a live performance. I would add that the Staff Vs Leavers
Football games also provide happy memories, having won matches with both sides!

If you hadn’t come to Richard Hale, what would you like to have done?
I have wanted to be an Actor since participating in the House Plays in Year 7 and it
has always been my dream to peruse that. However, if it wasn’t for my Drama
Teachers I wouldn’t want to do what I want to do and if I can fulfill that role for
someone else then I will find that equally rewarding. So I feel very lucky to have had
this opportunity to train here and hopefully inspire the next generation - maybe one
day I’ll get there myself…
What do you do to relax?
I still play football twice a week with friends (to a worryingly decreasing ability year
after year!) as well as watching films & reading.
Who would you invite to a dinner party – they could be living or dead – and why?
J.R.R.Tolkien – The Lord of the Rings have been my favourite books & films since I
was a kid, so to have the opportunity to have a dinner party with the author and
creator would be incredible. Purely to try and understand where he got all of his
ideas from to create such an in-depth world would be priceless as he is considered as
the father of modern fantasy.
Previous jobs?
Nothing significant other than a supermarket Saturday job whilst in 6th form, a job in
a theatre box-office at University, working at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and some
work as an extra.
Who would play you in the film of your life? –
Myself hopefully! Or maybe one day a former student of mine as that would be a
nice personal touch.
Most embarrassing moment?
Accidently dropping my plate of food in the school canteen whilst I was a student.
The jeers still haunt me to this day & I sincerely sympathise with any student who
does it now!
Best piece of advice you have ever received?
I can’t think of any one bit of specific advice I’ve received that has stuck with me, but
I have always believed that ‘you get what you deserve in life’ and that has helped me

always try to do my best. I like to think if you do good deeds, always try to stay
positive and take time to make others happy – that will be repaid back to you.
Tell us a joke
A white horse walked into a pub to have a drink. The barman
says in disbelief, ‘Blimey this pub’s named after you!’.
The horse, equally confused by this, replies,
‘What, Steve?’.

Hertford Foodbank Donations
Vicky Opie – Business Teacher
Throughout the past term, the Year 12 Business BTEC class have been learning how
to work in teams and develop customer service skills. This coursework involved the
students participating in a variety of team-building, skill-developing, and customerserving activities. To culminate their learning, the students took on the task of
creating a number of video presentations to explain poverty and the devastating
effects it has on people, especially around Christmas time. Sadly, the figures the
students discovered about poverty highlighted the far-reaching effects it has in the
UK. The videos the students created were shared with each form group throughout
the school.
To coincide with the videos, the BTEC students
organised a collection of food and other
healthcare items to donate to the Hertford &
District Foodbank. Gratefully, this collection was
widely supported throughout the school
community, with a range of donations received
over the collection period. Using their customer service skills, the class sorted the
donations into appropriate categories, then hand-delivered seven large boxes of
items to the local foodbank site on behalf of the school.

The items were received with much appreciation, with Christine, from the Hertford &
District Foodbank, expressing gratitude to the school community for thinking of
them.

Rugby Winter Term 2021
Brett McNamee – Head of Rugby
At Richard Hale, we wish to create a culture that has a positive and long lasting
impact on the player throughout their School life and beyond. To date, 86 games
have taken place with over 260
students representing the School. In
the New Year we look forward to the
U12’s ‘tackling’ their Saturday fixture
card; the progress of the hugely
talented U15 age group in the National
Schools Bowl when they play
Haberdasher’s in the last 32 of the

competition. Furthermore, the seniors will look to transform their excellent form in
the 15 a side game into the sevens format of the game.

Senior XV Rugby – Jack Davey 1st XV Captain (13Cr)
The 20/21 season was a very different reality from how it always has been and
should be. The impact of the lockdowns and the phased return to rugby, we were
unable to play any competitive matches. This resulted in countless training sessions
where we began to develop and adopt a new style of rugby under Mr McNamee. This
style was quicker and more dynamic to what we had previously been used to.
This year every member of the squad was extremely eager to get the season
underway having waited 18 months. We opened our account with an away game at
St Georges and a narrow 4-point loss. It is understandable that many facets of the
game would require training time due to the long awaited return. Our focus was set
piece, in particular the lineout, a simple way of achieving go forward and an attacking
threat along with our first phase strike moves. Over the course of the season we
spent many training sessions playing adapted and conditioned games, working on our
basic core skills at a higher than normal game tempo in order to make the transitions
between our midweek training sessions and Saturday matches more seamless.
Our style of play was evident throughout the course of the season which brought
comfortable wins against Coopers’ Coburn, Brentwood, QE Barnet and Watford
Grammar. On reflection, there were particular games which stood out, starting with
the second round of the National Cup Vs The Bishops Stortford High School. We were
playing against one of the most physical sides we had faced and managed to keep
cool heads, maintaining most of the possession and territory during the first half.
However, second half as a team we lost focus and struggled to reaffirm our authority,
the final score was a 36-12 loss. Despite this, we faced the same opposition on our
Saturday card a few weeks later. After analysing what was working and developing
specific strategies, we had 15 players available, through various overnight injuries,
illness and Covid. All of us knew that we were required to play for the whole 70
minutes, our energy and enthusiasm was outstanding, going into the break we were
2 points up. We came out for the second half with the same players against a team

that fielded seven interchanges, fatigue eventually caught up with us and we lost 2040. However, collectively it was a massive improvement, despite conceding three
very late tries the performance was the direction we wanted to keep on going. Our
last Saturday fixture of the year was played at Hertford RFC against an athletic
Watford Grammar side, the conditions were atrocious, our physicality was no way
near what was required and we were very much on the back foot, halftime we were
14-5 down. We knew we were up against it with the wind in our faces, we opened
our account with a try within ten minutes of the restart, the score now 14-12 after
spending 20 minutes camped in their half and numerous opportunities to score, we
couldn’t convert these chances into points. Watford‘s ill-discipline gifted numerous
penalties but the lineout was a lottery because of the weather, we didn’t look like
breaking their line. With five minutes remaining, we were awarded a penalty 30m
out, left of the posts, up stepped Seb Bleriot to convert 15-14. We were required to
hold off the onslaught for the last few minutes, the game was never in doubt!!!!
Despite results not going our way for several matches this season, the future of
Senior Hale Rugby is very strong. We had over 45 senior students training this year,
with only five current Year 13’s not returning for the 22/23 season. All the year 13’s
and I wish the entire squad playing next year the best of luck.

Year 10 Rugby – Tom Rutter (10Pa)
This season, Year 10 have had a pretty good series of results despite our fairly rocky
start, which we soon overcame due to our strong and effective mind-set. We have
been able to field an A and B team on many occasions. Both teams have showed true
prowess whenever they have stepped onto the pitch representing our school with
pride.
Due to our lack of contact rugby over the past year we had to relearn the main
aspects of the game, such as line outs, scrums and tackling in general. Many of this
year have only just started their career of school rugby but have certainly stepped up
to the occasion and appear to be enjoying the experience and are really bringing
enthusiasm and talent onto the pitch. We have worked on our technical skills like two
on ones and line out manoeuvres which has given us plenty of tries this season. Our
scrums have been strong and forceful most of the time, overpowering any team we

come up against. As the season has progressed we are now stronger and quicker to
and from the breakdown. Our backs have worked on multiple moves which have
shown to be very useful in a match situation supplying us with chances and points.
Some of our performances include some great wins against St George’s Harpenden,
Coopers Company, Bishops Stortford High School, QE Barnet and Watford Grammar.
As the season has gone on, we have improved dramatically, making it through to the
4th round of the National Bowl competition with our big win of 0-36 against
Farlingaye School on 7th December. This now provides us with hope and desire for
the remainder of the Bowl after the New Year.
We really look forward to seeing how this year group performs next season after
showing so much promise and cannot wait to show what we are truly capable of.

Year 9 Rugby – Darius Ionescu (9Pa)
This season, we have played many matches and worked hard for each victory and
learnt from our mistakes when we lost. Although we got off to a rocky start opening
the season with a defeat away at St.George’s, losing 6-1, we played brilliantly in the
following two games, being fuelled by that defeat and incorporating what we’ve
done in training into real games, improving on our defence; constantly putting
pressure on the attacking side. We were victorious in said games yet drew against
Hitchin in an outstanding performance from everyone. It was a very tough, physical
game, facing such a big opposition and from being down 3-2 at half time to drawing
5-5, everyone was absolutely bursting with joy. After that draw, we lost three
consecutive matches until a great win against Watford Grammar School to wrap up
the season. We won 46-12, having our first experience at conversions on a cold, rainy
day with a very muddy pitch/terrain. Many new students joined this season so the
amount of people getting involved was great and the positive experiences they had
even resulted in them playing rugby for a club. Overall, the season was very fun, no
matter if some results may not have been the ones we were after. It was a truly
positive experience and enhanced our abilities as players.

Year 8 Rugby - Dylan Irving (8Cr)
After a year of missing out on school rugby because of the pandemic, I am honoured
as captain to have led such a determined group of hard working boys. No other team
we faced worked as hard as we did or showed the same resilience as us - a key factor
for our good performances. Despite a slow start to the season we all came together
at training and built a strong squad of players. All of the hard work paid off in our last
match where everyone showed both great commitment and understanding of the
game, as both teams defeated Watford Grammar. It has been great to be part of this
success and I am looking forward to continuing it next season.

Year 7 Rugby
The Under 12’s have certainly enjoyed their first rugby season. Our focus at Year 7 is
participation, with the aim to develop and engage a large pool of players. We have
had over 70 boys regularly training and seen students with limited or no rugby
experience before joining the School now look like seasoned players to go alongside
the boys who came to us with significant rugby experience. To date, Year 7, students
have had the opportunity to play in over 15 matches. This has had a positive impact
for both recruitment and retention that will only be encouraging for future years.
Next term looks very promising, as the cohort will continue to develop into confident
and competent players through exposure to the long-term development process.

Geology Trip to The Natural History Museum
By Louis Hoskins
On Monday the 13th of December Year 13 Geology, set out on a school trip to the
Natural History Museum with Mr Clay. The plan was to visit several different exhibits
to consolidate our knowledge in topics we have already covered in class and also
learn some new topics such as the evolution of birds from dinosaurs.
The day started off in the popular dinosaur exhibition. We looked at the evolution of
dinosaurs focusing on the importance of the development of the amniotic egg and
how early dinosaurs (ornithischian), all but died out for the saurischian dinosaurs,
towards the Jurassic period. This was extremely useful, as I was physically seeing the
skeletons of dinosaurs, which was particularly important when trying to differentiate
the hip bone structure and it’s changing characteristics over time. We then looked at
how modern birds evolved from dinosaurs when looking at the evolution of
theropods. The museum holds some excellent examples from Solnhofen in Germany,
which is a very important Geological example. By having first hand observations of
these fossils, we could understand the changes, which helped to reinforce the
knowledge previously learned.
After a short stop in the cafe we swiftly moved onto the Mineral Gallery, which is one
of the world’s largest collections, where we saw a huge variety of minerals with
gemstones in a large variety of colours, textures and shapes. Mr Clay spent some
time talking about the environments these minerals formed in and why they are
important in rock formation. We sketched out different minerals that are key for the
exam specification and worked through the questions in our workbooks.
In the afternoon, we visited the Tectonic Hazards exhibition which included key
information on volcanoes and earthquakes. We looked at seismic waves interacted
with the Earth's structure, which was useful for looking at the Earth’s composition.
Went into a real life earthquake simulator where the ground beneath us shook side
to side, to give a first-hand experience of what it’s like to be in an earthquake, like
that seen in Kobe, Japan in 1995. Finally, we went through the origin of the solar
system where t real life meteorites told us about how the Earth and our solar system
formed. Overall the day at the Natural History Museum helped us consolidate our
knowledge in an enjoyable way for all.

MEANWHILE …
Tom Brownlee - D of E Coordinator
When you mention the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award,
people automatically think about the now notorious
expeditions. I encountered more than a dozen
groups over the course of the year on the South
Downs, Snowdonia, the Scottish Borders,
Hertfordshire and the New Forest, all in various
states of elation/ exhaustion. For most participants it
is the most memorable element of their D of E
journey as it combines physical challenge,
camaraderie and a real sense of adventure. It’s often
a conversational icebreaker when a candidate is up for a university or job interview.
However, those conversations often omit the individual sections of the award:
volunteering, skill, and physical recreation. These are the activities our students have
been steadily engaged in since the start of term and what I want to celebrate in this
update.
Volunteering is about choosing to give time to help people, the community or
society, the environment or animals. We have students offering their time and skills
to support others such as maths mentoring, sports coaching, litter picking,
marshalling local Parkruns and helping elderly neighbours, to give just a few
examples. As well as helping others, of course, our young people are developing their
empathy, patience, coaching skills and a whole host of linked attributes. I estimate
that between them, the Bronze and Gold participants are going to deliver over 2000
volunteering hours over the course of their qualifications. That’s an incredible
contribution to the well-being of our local community and the consequent sense of
pride and satisfaction for the students.
Our students are steadily enhancing current skills or adding to their repertoire of
knowledge and abilities. Inspired no doubt by Bake Off, for example, the Year 10 boys
have been producing Victoria sponges, pastries and pizzas. Some are learning the
language of coding while others are learning the languages of Arabic, Russian or
Spanish. We have first aiders, model makers, musicians, and movie reviewers, to
name but a small handful of the activities. The award is thus helping or prompting
the boys and girls to develop their all-round abilities.

Richard Hale is rightly proud of its sporting
heritage and this is to the fore in the
physical section of the award. Team sports
are popular while others are focussing on
cycling, running or walking. But again, it’s
important to recognise that each of these
activities is carried out for at least one hour
per week every week for an extended
period. That means turning up on time,
every time no matter what the weather is doing or how you are feeling. It’s about
being organised, reliable and committed.
The D of E award is therefore about much, much more than a weekend or a four-day
backpacking expedition, important though they are. It’s also about a small army of
young people making a difference to themselves and others over the course of the
year or years. Next term we will start planning for the expeditions, which I will review
in the summer issue of Hale News.

Our annual tradition continued this term at Richard Hale, with staff
and 6th Formers invited to wear their Christmas jumpers to school
on Friday 10th December. Donations went to Save the Children. It is
always a very well supported event and the money raised provides
much needed support for a very important young person’s charity.

Student Voice at RHS
Phil Camm – Assistant Headteacher
We have taken the opportunity this year to significantly expand the role that
students can play in helping to shape our school and representing the student body.
Our students bring a huge wealth of skills, talents and interests with them and our
aim is to use these constructively to further improve school life for all students. We
also recognize the value of helping students to develop leadership qualities and the
ability to speak in public on a range of issues, something that will be central to the
success of Student Voice as it develops over the coming year.
Earlier this term we invited students in each form to nominate themselves for the
position of Form Rep, House Rep, or Sports Rep. Each of these comes with a specific
job role and expectations of how the representative will support and encourage the
rest of their form group. Nominated students then gave election speeches to explain
why they should be given the position, with form groups then voting to elect their
reps. I was delighted to present the successful students with their badges earlier this
term and know that they wear them with pride.
Each year group now also has a Year Council which involves all the Form and House
reps, with the first of these meetings taking place in January. This will be an
important forum for students to discuss a range of issues specific to their year group,
as well as whole school priorities and opportunities for student led initiatives. Each
Year Council will elect two representatives to join the whole school Student Council,
which will be chaired by our Senior Scholar, Daniel Fitzgerald.
There has already been a buzz of excitement surrounding these new opportunities
for more students to be involved in the wider life
of the school. I have been very impressed with
the number of students who have already been
to see me to suggest initiatives and issues for
discussion, all of them presented in a mature and
thoughtful way.

