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Dear Parent,
This booklet contains details of all courses offered at Key Stage 4 at Richard Hale School. It is
designed to help you and your son make informed decisions about the next phase of his
education here. The booklet will also be available on the school website after the Year 8 Parents
Options evening.

Core subjects:
Core subjects are the broad foundation of our KS4 curriculum. They are not optional. All boys
follow appropriate courses in all core subjects, and the majority are also expected to take French
or German.
Examined core subjects:

English, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
French/German

Non-examined core subjects:

PE and Games; PSHE and Citizenship; Religious Studies (Y9
only)

Selecting Options
The options table is reproduced below for reference. One subject only should be chosen in each
column, but please note the following conditions:
●

A student must choose the language he is studying in Year 8 (either French in option C or
German in option D), unless you receive a letter stating that he does not need to select a
language.

● A student must choose Geography or History as one of his options. He may choose both, of
course.
● Design and Technology, Engineering and Food Preparation and Nutrition, have strict limits
on numbers because of their workshop accommodation. If too many choose any one of these
subjects, the available places will be offered to those who show the greatest aptitude for the
subject, based on their attitude and effort in that subject during Key Stage 3 and the
professional judgement of the subject staff.
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● The Computer Science GCSE requires a high degree of mathematical ability. Students who
have a GCSE Maths Indicator of below grade 5 are advised against choosing this subject, but
must discuss this choice with Mr Veli prior to completing their options form.

● Any of the option subjects may be withdrawn if too few students choose it.

● If any subject is oversubscribed, students may have to be guided towards alternative
subjects based on effort and attitude displayed in Year 8.

A

B

C

D

Art

Business Studies

Business Studies

Art

Design Technology

Computer Science

Engineering

Design Technology

Engineering
Food Preparation and
Nutrition

Drama
History

French
Geography

Geography
German

History

Music

PE

Music

PE

Religious Studies

Computer Science

Geology

Instead of handing in the normal paper options form, you will receive an email on Tuesday 17 th
May with a link to a survey. Please complete this survey by Friday 27th May at the latest. You
will be asked to state your son’s name, form and the 4 choices, selecting a subject choice from
each Option Block, for example: Joe Smith Option A – Design Technology; Option B – History;
Option C – French; Option D – Music. If you are in a position to return the survey earlier, please
do so.
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Expectations of School, Parents and Pupils
Key Stage 4 is the important middle phase in the process of 11-18 education and the options
process is an appropriate point to re-emphasise the important expectations which underpin your
son's education at Richard Hale. Success at GCSE level is not achieved without serious and
sustained commitment. Class work and homework, practical assessments and end of course
external examinations require increased effort and organisation.
The following points should be considered very carefully.
The school will:
● Ensure that your son has every opportunity to achieve his full potential
● Aim for high standards of class work, homework, marking and behaviour
● Provide you with information on homework
● Monitor your son’s progress and achievement through regular assessment
● Explain his results in school reports, consultation evenings, and other times as necessary
● Inform and involve you and him in Sixth Form / post-16 options
Parents will be expected to:
● Ensure that their son attends school regularly, on time and properly equipped
● Discuss homework and coursework, using Google Classroom to support where necessary
● Make the school aware of any concerns or problems that might affect their son’s work
● Support school policies and expectations
● Encourage their son to discuss his school life and support him with homework and revision
● Pay exam fees if their son does not complete required elements or attend the final exam
Students will be expected to:
● Attend school regularly and on time
● Be polite and helpful to others and make a special effort to help younger boys
● Bring the necessary equipment to every lesson
● Aim to achieve their best in class work and keep up to date in homework
● Use Google Classroom to help organise themselves and meet their deadlines
● Participate in house teams and activities
● Represent the school if selected for sports teams, music groups, etc.

5

ENGLISH
The curriculum in English at Key Stage 4 fully embraces the National Curriculum. Students are
set by ability. All students study language and literature throughout the three years.
Two examination courses are taught: AQA English Language (8700) and
AQA English Literature (8702). All students will be prepared and entered
for both courses. Both specifications are assessed entirely by final external
examinations.

AQA English Language (8700) All texts in the examination will be unseen.
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing [50% of GCSE / 1hr 45mins]
● Section A: Reading: one literature fiction text – short and extended questions
● Section B: Writing: descriptive or narrative writing – one extended writing question
Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives [50% of GCSE / 1hr 45mins]
● Section A: Reading: two linked non-fiction texts - short and extended questions
● Section B: Writing: writing to present a viewpoint - one extended writing question
Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language
● Continuous assessment of presenting, responding to questions, use of Standard English
● Separate endorsement (0% weighting of GCSE)

AQA English Literature (8702)
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel [40% / 1hr 45mins]
Section A: Shakespeare: one question on a prepared play (eg Macbeth)
Section B: The 19th-century novel (eg A Christmas Carol)
Candidates write in detail on an extract from the text and then on the
text as a whole.
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry [60% / 2hrs 15mins]
● Section A: Modern Prose or Drama
eg An Inspector Calls
● Section B: The AQA Poetry Anthology
● Section C: Unseen Poetry
One essay from two required in Section A, with comparison questions in Sections B / C.
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MATHEMATICS
The Mathematics course taught during Key Stage 4 fully encompasses the National Curriculum
but also aims to give students a good appreciation of how Mathematics fits into the world
around us.
The course will prepare students for future study of the subject at A level and beyond.
Students will learn mathematical strategies and disciplines which will help them achieve success
in their next stages of work or study.

Tiers of Entry
There are two tiers of entry for Edexcel GCSE Mathematics.
Higher Tier assesses pupils at grades 9 - 3
Foundation Tier assesses pupils at grades 5 - 1
In Year 11, we will make final decisions about which tier of entry
students will be entered for. These decisions will be based on their attainment across the
course, including their performance in Year 11 mocks.

Organisation
Students will be taught Mathematics in sets.
Students will follow a carefully structured 3 year course, which allows them to gain new
mathematical knowledge whilst building the problem solving and reasoning skills required for
success in their Year 11 exams and beyond.
Students in set 1 will also learn the OCR Additional Mathematics curriculum alongside their
Mathematics GCSE. This will not only support students with achieving high GCSE grades but will
also give them the opportunity to gain a second Mathematics
qualification at the end of Year 11.
The Mathematics course will be assessed entirely by examination at the
end of Year 11 where students will sit three papers, one Non-Calculator
and two Calculator Papers.
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SCIENCE
The National Curriculum requires all students to take a balanced Science qualification in Key
Stage 4. At Richard Hale, pupils either study for separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics,
or take the Combined Science course for which they will be awarded two GCSEs.

In Year 9 each subject is allocated three periods per timetable cycle,
and this is increased to four in Years 10-11. At the end of Year 10,
decisions are made about whether each student should take the
Separate (3 GCSEs) or Combined (2 GCSEs) course, and their level of
entry; Foundation (maximum Grade 5) or Higher (maximum Grade 9)
papers. The Year 11 mock results will also influence this decision.

Each Science subject contains between seven and twelve topics which will be
taught during Years 9-11. Students will also carry out a number of compulsory
practical investigations and experiments; questions on a selection of these will
be in the GCSE exam papers in the summer of Year 11. They will sit two papers
for each Science.
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
GCSE French & GCSE German
The study of a Modern Foreign Language opens up varied career opportunities in later life.
Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 continue with their Year 8 option choice of French or German.
Study of Modern Languages at GCSE develops the ability to understand and use
the language for practical communication. Students are taught to use their
language both imaginatively and creatively. They develop an understanding of the
grammar of the language and also gain an insight into the culture and civilisation
of the countries associated with French or German. There are opportunities for
students in Years 9 and 10 to participate in exchanges to France or Germany.
In every case, the course will be a natural progression from the work of Year 8.
The emphasis of the GCSE is on the use of language, having a good understanding
of it and knowledge of the countries whose languages we are studying. The skills
of listening, reading, speaking and writing are examined separately in GCSE at
Foundation or Higher Level and the students practise those skills through lessons
and homework.
The breakdown of the value of each skill towards the final grade is as follows:
Reading
Listening
Speaking
Writing

25%
25%
25%
25%

For some pupils the study of a Modern Foreign Language at GCSE may not be appropriate. These
students are identified by their prior attainment data and their parents are notified by letter
during the options process. If parents receive a letter saying that their son does not have to study
a Modern Foreign Language, he will be expected to choose a fourth option from the appropriate
block instead.
All other students must choose the language they have studied in Year 8 as their Modern
Foreign Language on the options form.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND CITIZENSHIP (Year 9 only, non-examined)
Religious Education in Year 9 will cover a wide range of religions and topics,
beginning with an introductory unit on Buddhism. Students will study the
‘problem of evil’ which asks some of the big questions
such as why an all-knowing, all-powerful and loving God
would allow people to suffer from natural disasters and
moral evils such as the Holocaust. In term two we will host
a one-day conference focussing on the Holocaust during
which we will have the opportunity to hear from a survivor and Sixth Form
students who will have returned from a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Students will also have the opportunity to study Citizenship through the Religious Education
units. This will allow them to consider secular perspectives about the topics covered. This
course will not continue in Years 10 and 11.

SPIRITUAL, MORAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL EDUCATION (SMSC)
SMSC is covered in many subjects across the curriculum and is an integral part of the education
we provide at Richard Hale School, aiming to develop a fully rounded individual who will
become a valuable member of society, both economically and socially. Our programme of
assemblies, Extended Tutor Time and external speakers, as well as the wide extra-curricular
opportunities available, all contribute to our successful SMSC programme.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND GAMES (non-examined)
Each student has one lesson of Physical Education per week and one lesson
of Games. A variety of games and sports is offered. These include ball skills
opportunities through basketball, hockey, volleyball, badminton, rugby,
football and table tennis. Health related fitness and gymnastics are possible
throughout the winter, and tennis, cricket, softball and athletics during the
summer.
(Details of GCSE PE can be found later in this booklet.)

PERSONAL, SOCIAL and HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE) (non-examined)
This continues to be taught throughout Years 9 to 11.
Students will consider aspects of the following:
● Careers - including work shadowing
● Study skills and exam preparation
● Physical and Mental Health - including Relationship and Sex
Education and drugs awareness
● Political and social issues including individual, family and community
Issues are addressed through tutorial work with form tutors during a 40 minute Extended
Tutor Time once per fortnight. The programme is complemented by assemblies and visits
by outside speakers on topics as varied as cancer awareness, careers preparation and the
Holocaust.
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Optional Subjects
Art, Business Studies, Computer Science, Design and Technology,
Drama, Geography, Geology, History, Music, Physical Education, Religious Studies

ART
This art course has enormous breadth and encompasses many ways of producing art in a great
variety of forms. Students therefore have the opportunity to continue their development and
achievements at KS4 with greater creativity and individuality. There is an emphasis on
developing ideas through research, investigation and experimentation, and learning to select
appropriate resources, materials, techniques and processes.
The OCR GCSE Art and Design course in Fine Art encourages students to work in a range of media
for example:
painting and drawing
print making
clay
digital photography/ Photoshop

mixed media
3D construction

The examination has two components:
● coursework (60%) for which one project has to be completed
● the examination (40%) forms the second project. Links with artists’
works over a range of time is an essential feature.

Successful completion of this GCSE allows students to continue to study
A level.
Careers opportunities include:
Architecture
Fine Art
Interior Design / set design
Graphics
Exhibition design/shop window design
Fashion & textiles
Model making
Film / photography / media
Illustration / medical illustration / archaeological illustration
Animation / video game design
In order to assist coursework, a trip is organised to a major London gallery or museum which
pupils are expected to attend. GCSE pupils also have the opportunity to take part in the senior
residential Art trip to a significant worldwide destination in the Autumn Term. In previous
years this has included Venice, Paris, Barcelona, Florence, Rome and New York.
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BUSINESS STUDIES
GCSE Business Studies provides an opportunity for students to study the real world of business,
finding out along the way why businesses exist and what they do to be successful. Students learn
that businesses are likely to be profitable if they meet the needs and wants of their customers
but that profit is not the only measure of success; being a good corporate citizen is also very
important. A lot of the course is case study work and a substantial amount of reading is involved.

AQA Business GCSE
In Year 9 the students are given real business challenges; for
example, creating and presenting business plans to bid for finance,
developing marketing strategies and designing recruitment
material and demonstrating the selection process. It is a foundation
year where students learn the basics of the topics that they will be
taught in depth over the following 2 years.
In Year 10 and 11 students learn about the functional areas of a
business in detail. They will understand the role of Operations
Management, Human Resources, Finance and Marketing. The new
GCSE AQA specification focuses much more on real businesses and the challenges that they face
in the real world. The new specification requires students to apply their knowledge to extended
case studies in order to construct purposeful written answers. There is a wide range of data to
interpret and understand, therefore students need good literacy and numeracy skills to achieve
well in this subject.

Students will also need to apply numerical and graphical skills
in order to help them solve problems and make decisions. For
example, when students learn about the ‘Break Even Point’
they will need to demonstrate their understanding by
drawing and manipulating a break-even chart, but also by
using mathematical formulas. Technological change is also
central to the course, for example the need for businesses to
have both an
e-commerce and m-commerce
presence.

There is an obvious vocational element to this subject, as it encourages students to think and act
as participants in the real world of business. A large proportion of assignments in Year 9 require
students to do their own research and create mini reports. Students are encouraged to ask
searching questions about social responsibility, the environment and ethics. The external exams
all take place at the end of year 11.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
Students develop in-depth understanding of how computer technology
works, how to program computers, and how to apply ICT to different types
of problems and scenarios.

OCR GCSE in Computer Science (Specification J277)
Students learn
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Fundamentals of algorithms
Programming
Fundamentals of data representation
Computer systems
Fundamentals of computer networks
Fundamentals of cyber security
Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider society, including
issues of privacy
● Aspects of software development
Assessment
● Paper 1 - Computer systems:
o Theoretical knowledge from subject content
o Exam – 50% of GCSE
● Paper 2 - Computational thinking, algorithms and programming:
o Computational thinking, problem solving, code tracing and applied computing
as well as theoretical knowledge of computer science.
o Exam – 50% of GCSE

What can you do after you complete this programme?
This course is perfect for students wishing to continue study at A Level.
Many universities now value GCSE and Computer Science is now accepted for medicine.
GCSE Computer Science requires a high level of mathematical ability and any students whose
GCSE Maths Indicator for Year 11 is below a grade 5 are advised against choosing it, but should
consult Mr Veli before completing the options form.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
The following courses are offered by the Design and Technology department:
Engineering ** Food Preparation and Nutrition ** Design & Technology

GCSE Engineering
Engineering has been established in the curriculum at Richard Hale School for many years. We
have very well equipped workshops with a range of traditional and modern CNC machines
which enables us to undertake advanced projects throughout the course. In Year 11, students
complete a design and build project which contributes 40% towards their final GCSE level;
during this project students work independently to analyse and solve a problem set by the
exam board, and finally build, test and evaluate their product. There are also opportunities
outside of the classroom including various extra-curricular competitions ranging from national
competitions such as the Land Rover 4x4 Challenge, VEX Robotics competition, to local Rotary
Club organised engineering challenges.
This course introduces students to a host of new technologies, helping them to gain practical
skills and understanding to inspire a lifelong interest in Engineering. It will particularly appeal
to those who enjoy being creative, with an affinity for Maths, Science and problem-solving.
This course requires dedication and self-motivation to make the most of the exciting and
stimulating projects that we offer.

The Engineering GCSE will cover the following topics:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Engineering materials
Engineering manufacturing processes
Systems (mechanical, electrical/electronic & pneumatic/hydraulic)
Testing and investigation
The impact of modern technologies
Practical engineering skills

The GCSE Engineering course will be assessed as follows:
●
●

60%
40%

Written paper
Design and making (on a theme chosen from a range of set tasks)

There is one tier of assessment covering grades 1 to 9.
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
The new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition course is an exciting and creative course which
focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of food
science, nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its
heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing students’ practical cookery skills to give them a
strong understanding of nutrition.
Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:
● Food, nutrition and health
● Food science
● Food safety
● Food choice
● Food provenance
Full participation in regular practical work is required so students will need to bring ingredients
from home.
During the course, pupils will:
● Develop an understanding of the relationship between diet and health
● Develop an awareness of the eating patterns and dietary needs of different groups
● Understand the Science behind what we eat and how it impacts our lives
● Develop an understanding of the implications of changing technologies in industrial,
commercial and home situations
● Build upon their knowledge and skills relevant to food to understand the requirement of
effective management of resources
● Ensure through testing, modification and evaluation, that the quality of their products is
suitable for intended users
● Select and use tools/equipment safely to produce quality products
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study, or embark
on an apprenticeship in the catering or food industries, which may include food science,
agricultural engineer, catering manager, nutritionist, sports science and nutrition and many
more.
The course will be assessed as follows:
● 50% Written paper
● 50% Coursework and practical exam of 3 hours.
o Task 1 – Food investigation where an understanding of the working
characteristics and the functional and chemical properties of ingredients are
assessed by a written report of 1500 to 2000 words.
o Task 2 – A food preparation assessment where students’ knowledge, skills and
understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of
food and application of nutrition related to the chosen task are assessed.
Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a
single 3-hour timeslot, planning in advance how this will be achieved.
● There is one tier of assessment covering grades 1 to 9.
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GCSE Design and Technology:
Students will study core technical and designing and making principles, including a broad range
of design processes, materials techniques and equipment. They will use their creativity and
imagination to design and make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems, considering
their own and others’ needs, wants and values. Students will also have the opportunity to study
specialist technical principles in greater depth.
Assessment of the course:
● 50% External examination
● 50% Design and Make coursework project
This subject can lead to higher qualifications at both A Level and degree level. It may also lead
to apprenticeships in industry. Whilst students who wish to follow a career in this area should
consider this GCSE, it may also be taken as a means of developing designing and practical skills.
Theory/Exam content:
●
●
●
●
●
●

New and emerging technologies
Energy generation and storage
Developments in new materials
Systems approach to designing
Mechanical devices
Materials and their working properties

Design Task:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Substantial design and make task
Identifying and investigating design possibilities
Producing a design brief and specification
Generating design ideas
Developing design ideas
Realising design ideas
Analysing & evaluating
Iterative design process
Students will produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence
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DRAMA
Drama in action
The GCSE Drama course builds on the skills and concepts that students have developed during
Key Stage 3. Although the main focus of the course is performance, there are opportunities for
students to study other areas of theatre as part of their
coursework, such as lighting, sound, costume, set design etc.
All students taking the course are expected to have an active
interest in drama; ideally they should be involved in extracurricular drama, in school and out, and/or they should regularly
visit the theatre. Opportunities to participate in the school
productions and to attend live theatre events are built into the
course. This should be borne in mind if choosing this course. The important factor is a student’s
exposure to and experience of drama in action.

Method of assessment for GCSE:
● Component 1: Understanding Drama. Written exam that accounts for 40% of the final
grade. It comes in the form of a one hour and forty-five-minute paper divided into
three sections. Plays currently studied for the exam are Blood Brothers by Willy Russell
and Julius Caesar by Shakespeare.
● Component 2: Devising Drama. Coursework consisting of a practical devised piece (20
marks) and a Devising log (60 marks). Coursework accounts for 40% of the final grade.
● Component 3: Texts in Practice. Practical exam with an external examiner (20 marks)
The practical performance exam accounts for 20% of the final grade. Two extracts are
performed from one play.
● There is only one tier of entry.
● The course is 70% written and 30% practical.

How will it help me?
Drama is not just about acting. The skills developed throughout the course are transferable to
any job or course; students will build confidence, learn collaborative group skills, and exercise
their creative talents. Public speaking skills as well as confidence in interviews will be developed.
The course also provides excellent support for the English GCSE, both in Speaking and Listening,
and in response to Drama texts.
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“Geography is not only up-to-date and relevant, it is one of the most exciting, adventurous and valuable subjects to
study today. So many of the world's current problems boil down to geography, and need the geographers of the
future to help us understand them.”
Michael Palin, former president of the Royal Geographical Society.

GCSE Geography builds directly on the range of relevant skills and knowledge from your Y7 and
Y8 studies and introduces new and exciting topics to help you make sense of the world around
you. It will introduce you to new skills, new places and new ideas. You will also be able to apply
what you are learning and understand more about how peoples’ decisions shape the world we
live in. Looking a little further ahead, Geography is a preferred subject by Russell Group
universities, with the Guardian referring to it as the “must have A-level”. It also has one of the
highest rates of graduate employment because of the relevant, transferable skills and knowledge
you will gain.
The course studied is AQA Geography. The assessment is based on three elements completed
during the course:
Living with the physical environment (35% written exam)
● The challenge of natural hazards – earthquakes, volcanoes, weather hazards and
climate change
● Physical landscapes in the UK – coasts and rivers
● The living world – ecosystems, tropical rainforests and deserts
Challenges in the human environment (35% written exam)
● Urban issues and challenges – study of the growth and sustainability of urban areas
● The changing economic world – development of places
● The challenge of resource management – focus on energy
Geographical applications and Geographical skills (30% written exam)
● Issue evaluation - critical thinking and problem-solving using pre-release material and
sources of information from the exam board
● Fieldwork – Two enquiries, one human geography investigation and one physical
geography investigation
● Geographical skills - Cartographic skills (including map skills), graphic skills, numerical
skills, statistical skills, literacy skills and enquiry skills.
Fieldwork
● There is a compulsory field trip to a location in the UK where you will investigate both
human and physical geography and carry out a range of fieldwork techniques. You will
complete an exam based on your fieldwork investigation and geographical skills which
will be worth 30% of your overall grade.
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GEOLOGY
There are very few schools in the country that teach GCSE Geology, so no previous experience is
required to study the subject at GCSE. Geology is open to anyone as an option, but we do require
enthusiastic and passionate students, especially those who are interested in Earth Science
(Geography and the Sciences). Because Geology is not taught at key stage 3, some of the more
interesting topics such as volcanoes and earthquakes, evolution and dinosaurs and the creation
of our solar system may have been taught in less detail in other subjects, you just might not have
known this was Geology.

The course is a mixture of theory lessons and practical work based in the laboratory and out in
the field. Students will be expected to attend a compulsory fieldwork trip on a key geological
study site in the UK, usually in Cornwall or the Jurassic Coast as part of the qualification. In Year
11, GCSE students are invited to attend a non-compulsory enrichment trip to a foreign
destination, usually Iceland.
The Geology GCSE is run by the Welsh Exam Board (WJEC), and gives a comprehensive and
challenging introduction to the study of Geology. It dovetails well with the popular A-level
Geology course that also runs at the school and gives students a clear and enjoyable path into
post 16 learning.
GCSE Geology is assessed in the following way:
Component 1: Geological Principles On-screen examination: 1 hour 15 mins - 50% of
qualification. This is a computer based exam, where the whole of the content of the specification
is assessed in a theoretical way. Topics covered include:
●
●
●
●
●

Formation of minerals and rocks
Origin and development of Earth, plate tectonics and climate change
Evolution of life on Earth, fossils and dinosaurs
Planetary Geology
Earth hazards and engineering solutions

Component 2: Investigative Geology Written examination: 1 hour 30 mins - 50% of qualification.
There is a more practical approach to this exam, with the assessment structured to investigate
the Geology of an area, based on the skills students have learnt throughout the course.
Non-assessed Fieldwork: To develop learners' problem solving skills, it is expected that during
fieldwork, student should have at least one opportunity to carry out a directed investigation to
answer a geological problem.
19

HISTORY
‘Who controls the past controls the future.’ (George Orwell)
History never stops growing – it is all around us and every single day we add to it. At GCSE we give you
the chance to develop the skills that will not only gain you a highly valued GCSE but help you better
understand the world in which we live. The study of people is at the heart of History – their feelings,
attitudes, prejudices and motivation.
Did you know?
● History has consistently finished top in surveys of the qualification most desired by employers
(excluding English, Maths and Science).
● There are more graduates of History directing companies than any other subject.
● People who have studied history can be found in the secret service, the armed forces, banking,
creative marketing, advertising, the law, acting and the media - to name just a few!
● Famous History graduates include Jonathan Ross, Sacha Baron Cohen, Steve Carrell and Al
Murray.
What skills will I learn?
● Research skills.
● How to handle and analyse data.
● How to write history, using contemporary sources and interpretations.
● How to construct and defend an argument.
● How to organise information.
● The ability to select and critically analyse information.
● Problem solving.
What topics do we cover?
Paper One: Conflict and tension, 1918–1939/Germany 1890-1945.
● Find out how England, France and Germany came to an agreement at the end of the First World
War.
● Investigate why Woodrow Wilson’s vision for a League of Nations failed.
● Investigate how Germany operated under Kaiser Wilhelm II.
● Find out what impact the First World War had on Germany.
● Understand how Germany discovered but then lost democracy with the help
of Adolf Hitler.
● Discover who was responsible for the outbreak of the Second World War in
1939.
This section of the course includes an unforgettable 3-day expedition to visit
the Battlefields in Belgium and France. Consistently voted their favourite trip
ever by departing Sixth Formers.

●

Paper Two: Power and the people: c1170 to the present day/Elizabethan England.
●
Investigate how and why people have challenged the power of the monarchy
through time.
●
Discover how ordinary people have challenged social injustice throughout
history.
●
Find out how rebellions changed our system of government.
●
Investigate why and how workers, peasants, women and minorities have fought
for their rights.
●
Investigate how England managed to fight off the Armada.
Discover what life was like in Elizabethan England. This section of the course includes a
fascinating case study of an Elizabethan building (10% of the final mark).
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LATIN
This course is for students who have already started studying Latin at the start of Year 8.
Because it is taught as a twilight course, it can be selected in addition to the four choices from
the option blocks.
The study of Latin at GCSE level will provide students with an opportunity to study the language
and literature of ancient Rome, elements of the history, culture, social and political life of
Classical antiquity.
Letters are distributed at the end of Year 7 for students to register their
interest in starting at the beginning of Year 8, for two twilight lessons per
week. At the end of year 9 the boys will decide whether they wish to continue
to GCSE.
GCSE Latin is taught in three twilight lessons per week, so students must
commit themselves to the extra work and time required. Morning lessons run from 8.15 am until
9.10 am. Lunchtime lessons start at 1.45 pm and finish at 2.20 pm. After-school lessons start at
3:25 pm and finish at 4:25 pm. We will try to fit around the other extra-curricular activities that
the boys may have.

Areas of study include
● Latin texts in their original language
●
Gladiators, Bathing, Books and Writers, Dinner Parties, Roman Britain, Religion, The
Army, The role of Women, The City of Rome and Imperial Trade and Travel
The Assessment
3 papers will be taken to gain the new GCSE in Latin, graded from 1 to 9.
● Latin Language paper (1hr 30 mins). 100 marks. 50% of the final grade.
● Sources and Literature Themes (1hr 15 mins). 60 marks. 30% of the final grade. Open book
examination.
● Roman Civilisation OR an additional open book Literature Narratives paper (1 hr). 40 marks.
20% of the final grade.

In previous years, many boys finished their study of Latin at the end of
Year 10, with a ‘Level 2 qualification’ (a GCSE in all but name) in Latin
Language, while others continued in Year 11 to gain a second
qualification in Latin Literature. The exam board have discontinued the
Language in Year 10 option, so you should expect to be taking a full
GCSE in Year 11.
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MUSIC
Students do not need to have special experience to be successful and enjoy the GCSE Music
course, though experience of playing an instrument is obviously very beneficial. This is a
predominantly practical, hands-on course that a student will enjoy if he likes playing, composing
and listening to music. Students are well-supported by a successful and very active department
to develop the skills to become a successful musician.
The course also involves a considerable amount of music technology
through computer software and live recording. Students use these skills to
produce their own compositions and record their performances.
●

The course assessment is made up of the following:
Coursework:
Performing 30%, Composing 30%
Examination:
Listening Exam 40%

●

Performing. Students are required to perform and record two pieces on their chosen
instrument (or voice). There are advantages here for those who play an instrument already,
even if they are relative beginners or are not having formal lessons. A small proportion of
marks is awarded for the difficulty of the music chosen, though the majority are for the
accuracy, control and expression. Students can begin learning an instrument in Y9 if they do
not already.

●

Composing and Improvising. Students compose a variety of pieces during the course and
select the best two for the final examination. One of these compositions is created in
response to a brief which the student decides. The other is based on a brief which the exam
board sets, though still provides wide scope for students’ individual interests and skills across
a very broad range of musical styles.

●

Listening. Students will listen to and study the features of a wide range of instrumental and
vocal music including film music, music for computer games, African drumming, rock music,
Middle Eastern music, orchestral music, and much more. Boys will use ideas from these
pieces to help compose and perform their own music. This work also develops an
appreciation of how music has changed over time and across the world. The listening exam
also contains some music theory, which students learn throughout the course (one lesson a
fortnight is taught in small groups with additional staff).

As there is only one listening/written examination this is a good course for a student who enjoys practical
assessment. However, this course is about making music – so a student must expect to practise at home
regularly. It will broaden his knowledge and experience of different musical styles, build on practical
performance and composition skills, and give him lots of opportunity to make music both as a soloist
and in groups. The course and teaching significantly stretch the already advanced musician as well as
supporting the less experienced student to develop rapidly. Students can also expect to be involved in a
wide range of enrichment activities such as concert trips as well as joining our
wide range of School ensembles. The course will complement and extend
performance work for boys currently playing in any sort of band, and provide a
solid foundation for enjoyment of music as a recreation or for further study post16.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Both practical and theoretical aspects are examined. All candidates are
assessed by a centre-based assessment of practical activities and two written
examination papers.
Students are introduced to a wide range of topics enabling them to fully
experience the subject. They will need to have a high level of performance in
physical activity and sport and show their ability to further improve their
performance. We recommend that students have at least three practical sports that they play to a
high level inside or outside of school. The course enables learners to develop their knowledge and
understanding of subject specific skills. It also provides a good introduction and solid grounding for
those students who wish to move on to A Level Physical Education
OCR Physical education
Component 01: Physical factors affecting performance (Exam) -- 30% of total GCSE
1.1 Applied anatomy and physiology
1.2 Physical training
Component 02: Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology (Exam) -- 30% of total GCSE
2.1 Socio-cultural influences
2.2 Sports psychology
2.3 Health, fitness and well-being
Component 03: Performance in physical education (Non-Examined Assessment) - 40% of total GCSE
3.1 Performance of three activities taken from the two approved lists (LISTS WITH THE PE DEPT)
one from the ‘individual’ list
one from the ‘team’ list
one other from either list.
3.2 Analysing and Evaluating Performance (AEP), task-based Non-examined assessment - a written
piece of coursework based on the analysis of sporting performance.
During the course students are required to demonstrate:
● A high level of physical performance, including an ability to interrelate planning, performing, and
evaluating whilst undertaking activity
● Detailed analysis and improvement of their own and others' performance
● Detailed knowledge and understanding of the factors affecting performance
As well as preparing students for further study, the GCSE course is very suited to those who find
preparing for exams stimulating rather than assignment based courses. The course also favours those
pupils who have a high level of sporting performance in a variety of sports. Due to the detailed and
high theory content of the course the lesson split will be four periods of theory and one practical
session per fortnight.
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RE: ETHICS & PHILOSOPHY
The GCSE course in Religious Studies will give you the chance to think
about and discuss some of the most important questions in the world
today. You will have the opportunity to explore moral and ethical issues
as diverse as war, abortion and animal rights, as well as several other
controversies making headlines in the media today. You will learn how
religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture, and develop
valuable skills that will help you prepare for further study and make
applications to university and further training stand out. This course will
help you understand and respect different cultures and belief systems,
enriching your experience of travel and work across the planet after you
leave RHS. The course is assessed by two exams of 1 hour 45 minutes
each in Year 11. There is no coursework element.

You don’t have to hold any religious
convictions in order to study this course:
In fact, we welcome atheists and students
who want to discuss the existence of God!
You just need to have an enquiring mind
and an openness to new ideas.

‘I chose R.E because I wanted to be able to tackle some of
the biggest questions about the world around us. I also
wanted to prevent myself from accepting stuff without
asking why, or how or when. I love the fact that all the
skills I gain are so transferrable; they will help me in any

Component 1
Four themes in religion & philosophy

job.’ (Joe – current student)

Religion and Life
Questions we discuss include: What happened at the beginning of the universe? What is the purpose of
the world and human life? Why are animal rights and the environment important? What do different
people think about abortion and euthanasia? Should they be legal or a crime? What exactly is death &
the afterlife?
Religion, Peace and Conflict
Questions we discuss include: What do we mean by justice, forgiveness or
reconciliation? Why do we have wars, violence and terrorism? Can they ever
be right? What is pacifism? What is the role of The UN & NATO? We explore
the arguments for and against nuclear weapons and whether the UK should
have them.
Religion, Crime and Punishment
Questions we discuss include: What causes crime? Should we show forgiveness? How
should we treat criminals and what is the purpose of prison? What are the aims of
punishment and should we have the death penalty?
Human Rights and Social Justice
Questions we discuss include: What are prejudice and discrimination? What do
different people feel about racism, sexism and homophobia? What is freedom and
how should we use it? Do we have a responsibility to the world around us or just to ourselves? We will
investigate different attitudes to the Rich and Poor, and ask if we have a duty to make and use money in
certain ways but not others?

24

Component 2
Beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Buddhism
Buddhism
● The Buddha’s enlightenment
● How to be happy: The Four Noble Truths
● The road to nirvana: following the eightfold path
● Buddhist traditions
● How Buddhists worship
● Meditation
● Buddhist festivals and ceremonies
● What goes around comes around: karma
● Compassion and kindness in Buddhism

Christianity
● The nature of God
● Beliefs about how the universe was created
● Jesus’s life and work
● Death and the afterlife
● How Christians worship God
● Pilgrimage
● Christianity today

If you have any questions about the course or wish to know more, please contact Mr. Miles at
dch@richardhale.co.uk
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