
 

History: Curriculum Overview 

Year 8 

Over the course of the year, students will investigate the overarching question ‘How have wars and revolutions changed the 

world since the 17th century? 

 

Half Term Topics studied  What will I learn? How will I be assessed? 

Year 8 
Autumn 1 

What sort of 
change did the 
English Civil War 
bring? 

  What was the English Civil War? 

 What did ‘radicalism’ mean after the Civil 
War? 

 Was life under Cromwell any different to life 
under the Stuarts? 

 Did life change during the Restoration? 

 How did the Glorious Revolution affect 
England? 

Mini assessment based on change and 
continuity. 

Year 8  
Autumn 2 

What was the 
British Empire? 

Students will learn about:  

  How did the British Empire grow? 

 What can we learn from little known stories 
about British India? 

 What do the Benin Bronzes reveal about the 
British Empire? 

 What does the story of Ireland reveal about 
the British Empire? 

 What do Gertrude Bell’s letters reveal about 
the British Empire? 

Mini assessment analysing a contemporary 
source. 

Year 8 
Spring 1 

How did New 
World slavery 
change the 
identity of African 
people? 

Students will learn about:  

 Where did ideas about race come from? 

 What role did the Portuguese play in the 
transatlantic slave trade? 

 What is exceptional about the Middle 
Passage? 

 What is significant about the story of Philip 
Quaque? 

 How were New World plantations Slave 
Societies, not merely societies with slaves? 

 How did Africans become Maroons in Jamaica 
and were they really free? 

Extended writing answering the enquiry 
question. 

Year 8 
Spring 2  

How significant 
was Toussaint L 
’Overture? 
 
 
How significant 
were the 
contributions of 
the suffragettes 
to women getting 
the vote? 
 
 

Students will learn about:  

 What was the American Revolution? 

 What was the French Revolution? 

 What was the Haitian Revolution? 

 How significant was Toussaint L ‘Overture? 

 Who were the Suffragists? 

 Who were the Suffragettes? 

 How did the First World War affect women?  

Mini assessments focusing on significance. 

Year 8 
Summer 1 

How was war 
experienced in 
the first half of 
the twentieth 
century? 

Students will learn about: 

 How did the First World War start? 

 How did different groups of people experience 
the war? 

 What was life in the UK like during the Second 
World War? 

 What was life like in Germany during the 
Second World War? 

Year 8 exam. 
 



Year 8 
Summer 2 

How did the Final 
Solution happen? 
 
How successful 
was the Civil 
Rights 
movement? 

Students will learn about: 

 The Civil Rights movement in America and 
Britain.  

 Who the Windrush Generation were and why 
they have become such an integral part of 
British history.  

Free-form piece of extended writing relating 
to our overarching question. 

 

 


