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HEADWORDS 

 

As I write Headwords this year, I look out across a 

picturesque view of the school with the sun rising behind a 

snow-covered scene. It seems fitting for Christmas. 

Reflecting back on the snow week, it didn’t feel quite so 

serene on Monday and Tuesday with snow being shovelled 

by members of staff and volunteers, grit and salt being 

spread across the site in order to clear the drive so students could return to 

school. The snow added even more excitement to the end of term, having 

visited the church for the Christmas concert, which always signals the start to 

the school festive calendar. Along with Christmas jumper day, Christmas lunch, 

Presentation Evening, Carol Service and finally White Gloves, the snow has set 

the scene for these festivities. These are events to look forward to as they are 

always fantastic.  

I always start Headwords reflecting on the very start of the year. This year we 

returned to normality with students achieving grades from the exams they 

took in the summer. The students in both years did fantastically well, Year 13 

students achieved grades that enabled them to go to a whole host of different 

university courses, apprenticeships and employment. The Year 11 students 

achieved brilliant grades, which has led to many staying on in the sixth form or 

securing places at college. The students achieved these results against the 

backdrop of challenging circumstances caused by the pandemic and deserve 

huge credit for their achievements. 91% of students achieved Grades 9 to 4 in 

English and Maths and a progress score of nearly half a grade above their 

expected grades in all subjects. I am proud of all the students and their 

achievements; they really applied themselves brilliantly under the most 

challenging two years and fully deserve their achievements. 

Over the past term, we have had a whole range of extra-curricular activities 

taking place. House Plays were great and gave students the opportunity to 

direct, organise, perform and provide technical support in order to deliver the 

performances over two nights. Students wrote four of the plays and as always, 

it showed the vast array of talent at Hale. What always impresses me is the 



variety on offer, from a moving twist about a lost father to the chaos of the life 

of Rasputin, which were all brought to life by amazing acting. 

We have had a busy term with sport this year. In rugby, we have been able to 

field a wide number of teams across many age groups. As always, the number 

of gold and black jerseys playing on Saturday mornings is a joy to see with so 

many students having the opportunity to play, with all of the year groups 

performing well. The First XV reached the last 16 of the National Vase 

Competition losing narrowly to Samuel Whitbread. The team have had a 

number of notable victories on route to the last 16 with excellent 

performances against Merchant Taylors, RGS Colchester and TBSHS to name 

but a few. In football, we have had a number of teams who have made it 

through to the final stages of National competitions with Year 11A still in the 

Elite competition in the last 16 and Year 11B team into the last 32 of the 

National Cup. Year 7 also reached the last 16 of the National Elite competition, 

before they were knocked out, and the first X1 are currently into the last 32 of 

the National Super League. Five teams have made it through to the County Cup 

quarter final stage. A positive start to the football this year and we look 

forward to further games in the New Year. 

Another welcome return to the school this year was the celebration of 

students in Year 11 who had completed their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award 

over the last year. The evening gave the opportunity to celebrate the student 

participation with us finding out about the volunteering they had completed at 

local clubs, foodbanks etc., and the skills they had learnt, which were really 

varied as well as learning more about the expeditions they had undertaken. All 

students passed the award and Mr Brownlee has been impressed with the 

engagement of the students. I am delighted that we have been able to re-

introduce this award at the school after COVID and look forward to seeing 

what the students do next year to achieve this.  

For the first time since 2019, we held the remembrance ceremony at the 

school for everyone. In previous years due to COVID and then the building 

work on site for the sports hall, this has not been possible. Therefore, it was 

fantastic to have this return with all students around the memorial for the two 

minutes silence, the manner in which this was held was truly fitting and an 

event, which I think Hale does so brilliantly. If you have not had the 



opportunity to view the ceremony, it is available to view using the link on the 

front page of the website. Another event, which we have not been able to host 

at the school since COVID, were the Open Evenings. In September, we were 

able to invite all prospective parents back into the school. The evenings were 

highly popular and have led to more applications to the school than the 

previous year, the same goes for the Sixth Form Evening with many students 

coming to consider courses to study next year and again, we have been 

inundated with applications, showing the popularity and reputation of the 

Sixth Form in the local area.  

We continue to have a whole host of other events, which have taken place in 

school. We have had a careers event for Year 8 with employers coming in to 

discuss possible careers with these students. This event gave the Year 8 

students the opportunity to ask questions and find out about a whole host of 

careers that they may have never considered before. Year 13 have been 

preparing for interviews for University, many have had practice interviews to 

support their applications. Both of these have been well supported by parents, 

so thank you to everyone who has been involved in these or any other aspect 

of supporting our students. It makes such a difference to the student’s 

experience. 

It is always sad to say goodbye to staff and at the end of term; unfortunately, 

this is something that we have to do as staff move onto new opportunities. 

Mrs Frederick (Head of History) is leaving us to take up a new role at a school 

in St Albans, Miss Chilton (Head of Economics) moves to take up a promoted 

post as Head of Business and Economics and Mrs Webster (Chemistry 

Technician) takes up a similar post much closer to home. As always, we wish 

them well and success in their new roles.  

I hope that you have a Merry Christmas and I wish you all a happy New Year.  

Ian Hawkins   - Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 CLUB WINNERS – WINTER TERM 2021 

Winter Term Winners 
 

1st Prize – Mrs Frances Mortimore 

2nd Prize – Mrs Lucy Hunter 

3rd Prize – Mrs Lisa Roberts 

For any queries please contact Aissa Blanche, Finance 
 

 



 

Eddie Roche  
15th October 1937 – 30th October 2022 
 
We were very sorry to learn that Eddie Roche 
passed away in late October, aged 85 years. The 
school community have lost a most loyal member 
who, for more than 20 years, gave hours of 
valued service and provided a warm welcome to 
so many visitors to the School. Eddie was the Curator of the Heritage Room 
and was also referred to as the ‘Keeper’ of the School’s Heritage. 
 
When Eddie took on the role of Curator, he took advice on indexing from the 
Herts County Archivist, reorganized the room, catalogued newly acquired 
artefacts and put on displays for those attending Summer Lunches, 
Remembrance Day and Open Evenings. Together with Eric Riddle, Eddie 
attended after-school meetings of the School’s History Club providing advice 
and direction to the boys who were producing a remembrance book of former 
students who had died in World War II.  
 
Eddie was a former student who joined in 1949. When Eddie left school, he 
went to work in the family shoe shop in St Andrew’s Street and he spent his 
whole life in Hertford apart from National Service in the RAF as a fighter 
plotter at Stanmore Park.  
 
Richard Hale members of staff attended Eddie’s funeral in November to pay 
our respects to a man who had dedicated so much time to the school. We offer 
our warmest sympathies to his wife, Pam, who always attended school events 
with Eddie until he became ill. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Duke of Edinburgh Update 

Tom Brownlee - Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Coordinator 
 

When the Duke of Edinburgh passed 

away last April, many of the obituaries 

reflected upon the impact of the 

award, which bears his name. Created 

in 1956, the Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award is now established as one of the 

most important extra-curricular 

schemes available to young people. 

The numbers involved are staggering: over 320 000 enrolled in 2021-22, for 

example. Millions of people have undertaken the award over the past 66 years, 

with many citing it as one of the most memorable experiences of their lives. So 

what is the appeal? The organisation advertises itself as a ‘life-changing 

experience. A fun time with friends. An opportunity to discover new interests 

and talents. A tool to develop essential skills for life and work. A recognised 

mark of achievement; respected by employers.’  

Both the Bronze and Gold groups have completed their qualifying expeditions. 

The Bronze students undertook theirs in Hertfordshire while the Gold 

expeditions took place in the Lake District and Snowdonia over the summer. As 

D of E Coordinator, it has been my privilege to read and approve the 

candidates’ assessor reports over the past few months. Here’s a flavour of 

some of the comments our students are receiving:  

‘Jack demonstrated a great amount of patience from the 1st session he helped 

with and quickly adapted to understand how we run our program. Jack made a 

great impression on our young people and has certainly gone some ways to 

inspire them; he is a highly confident young man, and the Cubs could see that 

and they engaged with him every meeting.’ [Volunteering] 

‘Tom is a highly talented athlete who works exceptional hard and is 

conscientious at developing his knowledge and the skills to become even more 

proficient at this event. In addition, he is exceptional in helping less able 

throwers, giving his time in training to support their development, which I 



personally feel is one of Tom's great 

strengths. This support is given in a low 

key, unassuming manner.’ [Physical 

section] 

‘Ocean is an absolute pleasure to 

teach. He tries hard and strives to be 

the best he can be.’ [Skills section] 

‘Farouk was particularly pleased that 

he had planned the route, plotted it 

and created the route card, and then walked this route.’ [Expedition section] 

‘From the first navigation practice right through to the last weekend, Luke 

demonstrated excellent navigation and route finding skills.’ [Expedition 

section] 

‘Overall this group worked very well together and the expedition was passed 

with flying colours! Although Thomas was not always at the front of the team 

where navigation was concerned, he clearly had a good grasp of map skills and 

was happy to discuss ideas with the team when necessary. He was a good 

team player and kept morale up, even when the going was a little tough!’ 

[Expedition section] 

‘Kieran was very enthusiastic and got on well with the rest of his group, 

spending the evening getting to know everyone. He liked having the chance to 

develop his problem solving and forward thinking skills.’ [Residential section] 

After the hiatus caused by the pandemic, D of E is fully back on track at Richard 

Hale. Our students have risen to the challenges they have taken on – from 

working with new people on the residential activity or volunteering as coaches 

and mentors or learning how to cook or planning and undertaking a pretty 

arduous backpacking trip with their friends. I have no doubt that the Award 

has helped our young people to develop a vast range of life-changing technical 

and interpersonal skills and attributes. While it has been an absolute pleasure 

to support the students, I must recognise the daily contribution of a team of 

hard-working and talented volunteers without whom none of this could 

happen.  



‘Why I do this Job’ – Tim Eburn – Head of Year 12 

One of the highlights of my role as a sixth form Head of Year was this year’s A 

Level and BTEC results day.  Many years have passed since I collected my own 

A Level results but I can still remember the nerves as I tore open my envelope, 

heart in my mouth, eager to know whether all my hard work had paid off and 

whether I had been accepted onto the University course of my choice. As I 

welcomed my Year 13 students into the school hall on that sunny August 

morning to collect their results, I felt those same familiar nerves. Thankfully, 

these were quickly replaced with a sense of pride and joy as I watched faces 

break into big smiles of relief. It was a delight to be there to celebrate the 

many successes and talk to individuals about their future plans as they start 

thinking about the exciting opportunities that lie ahead of them. 

As I welcome my new Year 12 students to Sixth Form life, I am reminded of the 

journey that they embark on and of the fantastic support that students receive 

from the Sixth Form Team at Richard Hale. Our sixth form students are a real 

credit to us and it is moments like results day, which make it all worthwhile. 

 

 

House Play Competition 2022 
Shelagh Maughan 

 

Things were a bit different this year. For a start, 

we played on Wednesday and Thursday, which 

caused some confusion over exactly when dress 

rehearsals were held and then only four of the 

Houses put forward student written plays. However, what wasn’t different was 

the quality of the plays, the acting and all the usual last minute chaos! Our 

adjudicator was Will Edden who managed to squeeze us in before his run in 

pantomime in Stroud starts. Even while he was at school, he was regularly 

appearing not just on our stage but also on stage in the West End as well. He 

was also responsible for the most innovative piece of theatre I have seen at 

RHS – a mime, with all the characters in masks with just a park bench for set. 

The following is based mainly on his feedback to the Houses [with the odd 

interjection from me.] 



First up was Cowper with ‘A Tale of a Different Kind’ by Henry Lochhead who 

also narrated. This tells the story of a young lad who came to terms with a 

major family trauma through the help of his friends and their playing of 

Dungeons and Dragons. He liked the use of young actors as the leads and 

standouts for him were Curtis Judd playing Felix and Connor Fitzpatrick playing 

Harriet. He was very impressed by the fact the play was student written and 

liked the use of split stage [when the action moved to the characters in the 

game] but thought the transitions could have been slightly slicker. There was 

good ensemble work, which helped to create the Dungeons and Dragons 

world. The Narrator was very engaging and use of AV was nice. [Unfortunately, 

there was some miscommunication between the techies on the balcony and 

the stage managers on the stage and the stage went black and curtains were 

pulled before Henry could give his final speech. Luckily, the adjudicator has the 

scripts and once the situation was explained to him, Cowper were not 

penalised.] 

Overall position: 6th 

 

Next up, after a short delay - due to teething problems trying out a new way of 

running things on the balcony – was Hale House with The Mad Monk 

Rasputin! By Elijah Stewart. This was a not terribly historically secure romp 

through the last days of the Russian Tsardom with the lead of Rasputin played 

by the author. Will really enjoyed the intro to the play – very engaging and 

comedic. The use of tech – light and sound – was well thought out and used, 

though he would have liked to have seen a bit more in terms of staging and 

world building, He was very impressed by the standard of writing in the play 

but felt it was slightly too long – some editing might have helped keep the pace 

and energy throughout. [It was a lot longer than that when he submitted it to 

the House Playwriting competition and trimmed again for performance!] Shout 

outs for Tatiana Forrest playing the Tsarina, Freddie Cordani, messenger and 

George Kimberley,Dr Phillipe. This was a complex story, which was performed 

well with good ensemble work. 

Position: 5th 

 

Adjudicator’s award: Elijah Stewart for the standard of writing 

 



Last up, after interval refreshments kindly supplied by the Parents’ Association, 

was Kinman with Teechers (Act 1 only) by John Godber.  

Teechers was written to be performed by a small group of actors who play all 

the parts. This being the House Play competition, the extra parts were 

separated out and given to individual actors – well, almost! 

The setting was minimal and static but worked well for the story, which 

showed high energy and felt slick and well rehearsed. However, it would have 

been nice to implement some sort of transitions between scenes. There was 

nice ensemble work from supporting characters and they stuck to the script 

well. Good use of music.  Shout outs to Toby Bateman who played Mrs Parry 

and Salty and Summer Riley who played Gail who were particularly engaging 

and strong 

Overall position : 3rd 

 

Best Actor in a male role: Toby Bateman 

 

On Friday, we had the same mix of two home grown and one bought in play. 

First Croft House gave us The Odd Coincidences by Sonny Dods. A play about 

a young lad who suddenly seems to be able to make all his wishes come true – 

or is it all just a series of coincidences? 

There was good use of set, nice smooth transitions, good use of AV. All the 

tech was nice and smooth. The ensemble was strong with good pacing and 

high energy. They were well rehearsed by Ryan Drummey [director] and all 

were really invested in the world created and the show.  There were some nice 

comedy moments from Fred Forde [the most popular girl in the school and 

object of our hero’s affections], Tomasz Chodkiewicz [school bully and Polly’s 

boyfriend], Aqeel Fauz and Janav Singh [Polly’s very giggly girlfirends] and 

Finlay Standbrook [Barney the dog]. Shout out to Finley Murray [Joe, our hero] 

and Sonny Dods for the writing. 

Overall position: 1st 

 

Sayer Plate for technical excellence 

 



Next up was Page House with The Empty Heart by Jake Sansom. Jake 

submitted this to the House Playwriting competition last year when he was in 

year 13. It is a political story following a junior minister who has been stuck 

with announcing a new government policy that he does not believe in. Is he 

being set up to fail? There were some lovely comedic moments, nice pacing 

and the characterisation of cast was very good. Alex Cornelieu as Paul, adviser 

was engaging. Shout out to Freddie Taylor who played John Hart, the minister 

and Benjamin Fruin as Diane, his nemesis. Great physicality from Albert Button 

as the PM. Good use of AV but would have liked to see something more done 

with transitions. Actors should be aware of making sure they are hitting marks 

in lighting. Audience inclusion was a nice touch. This was a good political satire 

well directed by Finn Mccarney.  

Overall position: 4th 

Best Actor in a female role: Benjamin Fruin 

 

Finishing our festival of drama was Wallace House with Ernie’s Incredible 

Illucinations by Alan Ayckbourn. What happens when a young boy’s 

daydreams start coming true? Chaos. This was a great young ensemble 

showing good pacing and energy. Nice use of lighting by Riley Perilleux and 

some nice transitions especially in the library. He loved the ‘mountain rescue’. 

Shout outs to Kieran Ladbury, very funny as Ernie’s Dad. Fredrik Mitchell 

O’Reilly, great characterisation as Mum and Michael Hunter, great stage 

presence [he played an astounding 7 very different parts!] The ending [when 

the doctor and the contents of his waiting room turned into a brass band and 

marched across the Hall and out of the door] was particularly good. 

Overall position: 2nd 

 

And so ended another House Play competition where every House put their 

hearts into producing the best performances they could. Well done to all of 

them. I’d like to thank Miss Hore for Stage Managing and Miss Hancock for 

training the light and sound teams. Miss Baldwin and Mr Hinckley [yes, I know 

he’s a House Master but he was very impartial in this!] for giving up their time 



to come and give the Houses advice at the dress rehearsals on how to improve 

even more and for hosting the competition each night.  

 

 

 

 
 

 



INSIDE OUT – Mrs Frederick 

Mrs Frederick started at Richard Hale in January 2009 and is leaving to 
become Head of History at Loreto in St Albans.  
 

What brought you into teaching – and what keeps you in the 
profession? 
I wanted to be a teacher from when I was very little. Some 
might say it was because I like telling people what to do, but I 
would say it’s because I’m good at organising things! For a 
brief period in the late 1990s I wanted to be a solicitor, but 
failing Constitutional Law at university soon robbed me of 
that notion. I’m staying in teaching, albeit at a new school, 

because I just love learning- and I love seeing students have the ‘Eureka!’ 
moment. I also enjoy the challenge of finding a way through to a tough 
student. 
 
Why have you specialised in History? 
As I said above, I had a go at Law but that didn’t go so well. I had a mad 
moment where I contemplated becoming Cabin Crew, but then I realised that I 
hate flying (and I’m not particularly good at being diplomatic either!)! I then 
decided to go and study History at university. It was definitely the right 
decision as I am incredibly nosy about people in the past: I like finding things 
out about them, I like discovering what made them tick, and I like 
contemplating if the sources are telling the truth about those people. As time 
as gone on I have realised how lucky I am to be a History teacher: new histories 
keep coming out- they are just so exciting and force us to re-examine the 
established narrative. Plus EVERYONE loves History - they just often don’t 
realise it until they’re older. 
 

What has been your most memorable moment in teaching?  
Wow- that’s a tricky one! After fourteen years here I’ve had many a 
memorable moment but some of them definitely cannot go in Hale News! One 
that I always enjoy telling people about is a conversation I overheard in 2012 
between two members of my then form: 

Boy 1: Oh, you’ve got crisps. My Nan died choking on crisps.  
Boy 2: What flavour were they? 
Boy 1: Ready salted. 



Boy 2: Oh that’s rubbish. That’s not even a real flavour.  (THIS IS A TRUE 
STORY!!!) 
 
But apart from incredibly random eavesdropped conversations, I would say my 
most memorable moments have been seeing boys thrive during the History 
Challenge, seeing the magnitude of the First World War start to sink in on the 
Battlefields trip, and helping a group of History Club boys put together 
research which ended up as the Second World War Book of Remembrance- 
which we then took to the Chelsea Pensioners. That was a wonderful day. 
There are also many fantastic students whom I’ve convinced that they are 
good at History. I’m very lucky to have had such an amazing first teaching job, 
and for it to last such a long time! Richard Hale will always hold many 
wonderful memories for me. 
 
If you hadn’t become a teacher, what would you like to have done?  
Whilst I was taking a break from teacher training I decided to give another 
interest a go and worked as an Estate Agent. I thought it would be like Escape 
to the Country. It was not. I lasted about a month! I cannot think of a job with 
the daily variety, autonomy, interest and general weirdness of teaching. 
Perhaps I would have gone into heritage work at a royal palace- I’d love to 
study the past with Lucy Worsley! 
 
What do you do to relax? 
I like to read, but I also have tried to enjoy various hobbies: dressmaking, 
knitting and crochet. My favourite way to relax is to play board games with my 
family or listen to some excellent 90s music and have a dance about. My 
favourite bands are the Stone Roses, Oasis, Blur and Suede.  
 
Who would you invite to a dinner party – they could be living or dead – and 
why? 
I would invite my husband and son because they are the best company in the 
world. I’d also invite my friends because I can always rely on them to 
simultaneously increase and lower the tone. I’d also invite Rik Mayall, Vic 
Reeves and Bob Mortimer because they gave me a love for surreal comedy, 
and I’d love to hear more of Bob Mortimer’s stories! 
 
Previous jobs? 
I worked in a bakery when I was 16- for £2.25 an hour! I then went to work at 
Pizza Hut where I stayed for 6 years, becoming a manager. Pizza Hut was such 
a great experience because it taught me business skills as well as gave me 



confidence. I’m still a nightmare to go to Pizza Hut with because I’m timing 
everything and counting the slices of ham on the buffet pizzas! 
 
Who would play you in the film of your life? 
I’d like to say Florence Pugh, but I think she’s too young so I’ll go for Uma 
Thurman. She has subtlety and range, so maybe she wouldn’t do so well, as I 
have neither! Perhaps we could bring Rik Mayall back to life?!  
 
Most embarrassing moment in teaching?  
Lots! I’ve accidentally said things I shouldn’t have. I was here a few months and 
my skirt split in front of a class. I have fallen over in front of classes - in one 
incidence I landed on a Year 12 girl’s beautifully organised folder and totally 
destroyed it. I have cried at documentaries and at nice things students have 
said to me, but I don’t get embarrassed any more. 
 
Best piece of advice you have ever received?  
That it’s ok to say that something doesn’t work for you, and it’s ok to disagree 
with people. I found that very difficult in my early career but I’m much better 
at it now! 
 
Tell us a joke 
A chicken is sitting at a bar. A man sits next to him. The chicken says “What’s 
your name?” The man says “Bond, James Bond.” The chicken replies “Ken, 
Chicken’. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



‘Why I do this Job’ – Daniel Chichester-Miles – Head of RE Department 

Teaching RE couldn’t be more relevant than it is today. The generation of 

students in school today will be amongst the most digitally connected in the 

world and it follows that they will travel more and have more global 

relationships than mine could have dreamed of. Religion is about so much 

more than Gods and holy books, it is embedded in the culture, manners, 

language and customs of every country in the world. You don’t have to be 

religious to know that, in fact you could be an avowed atheist and still see the 

value of understanding another person’s cultural and spiritual world view. 

It sounds like a cliché and certainly there are days where teaching can be 

stressful, but seeing students develop their skills and become more confident 

as they discover their strengths and interests is a privilege. Seeing someone 

evolve into a successful and happy young adult is just about one of the most 

rewarding aspects I can think of in my working life. 

 

 
Music Department 

Mrs Chadwick – Head of Music 
 

What a term we have had full of lots of music making, performances and 

rehearsals. It’s been fantastic to have everything back in full swing and 

performing not only within school but within the local community.  It isn’t easy 

to stand up in front of an audience and perform but performing develops 

individual’s confidence, teamwork skills, quick-thinking, self-expression and 

encourages empathy. It’s an invaluable experience for students who partake in 

the performing arts.  

 



Hatfield House – Chamber Music Festival 
30th September - 1st October 2022 

 
Some of our talented musicians represented Richard Hale performing at 

Hatfield House for their Chamber Music Festival, which took place over the 

space of two evenings.  

On the first evening, the Clarinet group performed.  Thomas Martyn Stephens, 

who leads the group and arranges some of the music, introduced the pieces 

and spoke about the ensemble to the audience demonstrating excellent public 

speaking.  An incredible performance in a wonderful venue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the second evening, the Steel Pan group delivered a fun performance all 

dressed in colourful shirts featuring an arrangement by our very own Samuel 

Mo and composition by Thomas McDonnell. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hertford Castle 
30th October 2022 

 
Richard Hale was asked to put on some music for the Castle Tours at Hertford 
Castle.  Dylan Rix, Thomas Martyn Stephens, Thomas McDonnell, Jotham King 
and Cameron Pitman all performed under quite challenging weather 
conditions!  Despite the challenges, their performance was still professional 
and polished and we have been asked to take part in future events. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Night at the Movies 
14th November 2022 

 
A Night at the Movies was a sell-out event featuring ensembles such as 

Concert Band, Senior Choir, Flute group, Clarinet group, Feedback Machine and 

the Year 9 GCSE students.  Soloists included Gbayike Adekola, Daisy Robinson, 

George Kimberley, Thomas McDonnell, James Cox, Aleks Snell and Aston 

Oakley. 

The concert was full of famous film music as well as some more obscure 

choices.  It was a fantastic display of the variety of genres and styles we cater 

for within the department.  A fun concert for all involved.  Well done to all the 

performers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               
 
 
 
 



Bentley House 
1st December 2022 

 
On 1st December 2022, the Choir, Junior Choir and some soloists went to 

Bentley House to perform some festive music for the residents and enjoy some 

sing along tunes together.  In true Christmas spirit, the students wanted to 

spread a little extra cheer so each of the students provided one or two 

wrapped up boxes of chocolates as gifts, which were distributed by a special 

visitor! The residents were extremely grateful and even thanked us by singing 

to us as we left – a really touching moment.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Christmas Concert 
8th December 2022 

 
Our Christmas Concert was a wonderful 

success and certainly got us all in to the 

festive spirit!  The standard of musicianship 

displayed was outstanding with an eclectic 

variety of ensembles, genres and 

instrumentalists on display. 

There were some fabulous performances 

from all of our ensembles: Concert Band, 

Senior Choir, Junior Choir, Flute Group, Flute 

Trio, Richard Hale Trio, Mozart Quartet, 

Clarinet Group, and Year 12 band. 

A massive well done to all of our fantastic 

soloists: Samuel Ward, James Cox, Thomas 

Martyn Stephens, Gbayike Adekola, Alex 

Corneliu, Hagan Whitaker, Aston Oakley, William Moor, Daisy Robinson, 

Thomas McDonnell, Dylan Rix and George Kimberley. 

Each and every student involved worked so hard to prepare for this concert 

and we are so proud of their accomplishments and achievements. It’s 

wonderful to see the students improve year on year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thomas Martyn Stephens, our music prefect, wrote a few words about the 

concert: 

I really enjoyed performing in the Christmas 
concert this year. As music prefect, it was 
brilliant to see so many people involved 
with music, whether that be performing in 
groups or doing a solo, with many new 
musicians taking part. COVID-19 meant it 
was much harder playing and perform 
together due to social distancing and 
bubbles. At this year’s concert, we were 
back to normal playing in large ensembles 
and having such a large audience to play to. 
There was a wide variety of music from 
Christmas classics to classical concertos. 

We were lucky enough to be able to perform in All Saints church. It is such an 
amazing space with wonderful acoustics and really sets the perfect scene for 
a Christmas concert. Before the concert as people were entering and taking 
their seats, I played the pipe organ, which at All Saints Church is a beautiful 
instrument. I have had some amazing feedback about how it really set the 
mood ready for the concert. It was a real privilege for me to be able to play. 

A highlight for me was joining James Cox (year 8) for a duet of ‘Like a Candle 
Flame’. James gave a fabulous performance. 

This concert could not have been achieved without the brilliant team of staff 
involved, with special thanks to Mrs Chadwick for organising and hosting. 

Although this is my last Christmas Concert with Richard Hale, which I am 
really sad about, this concert was the perfect start to Christmas and certainly 
one to remember! 

  

Wishing you and your families a wonderful 

Christmas! 

From the Richard Hale Music Department 



Musician of the Term – Autumn 2022 

New to this academic year, we are now giving awards for musical contribution 

as ‘Musician of the Term’. Although there are so many students to pick from, 

the following students were awarded the title. 

 

Year 7: Jasper Snelling 

Jasper is one of our 

drummers for concert 

band.  As there is only 

one drummer in the 

ensemble it’s a very 

challenging and 

exposing role to play 

with little room for error.  Jasper 

has done an outstanding job picking 

this up in only Year 7.  Keep up the 

fantastic work! 

 

Year 8: Avin Welsh 

Avin’s contribution to the music 

department is 

outstanding.  He is a 

reliable member of the 

choir and works 

extremely hard in class 

music.  A well-deserved 

award for an upcoming 

musician. 

 

 

Year 9: Aston Oakley 

Aston has really come out of his 

shell this term performing in several 

events with real 

expression and 

confidence on the 

piano.  He is also a 

reliable member of the 

choir.  I have a feeling 

we will be hearing much 

more from Aston in the future. 

 

Year 10: George Kimberley 

George is a very valued member of 

the music department and performs 

in both Concert Band and Choir as 

well as being a regular soloist.  He 

also sings in the 

National Youth Choir.  

George is always 

reliable and tries his 

best.  Thank you for 

everything you do for 

us.  Keep up the great 

work! 

 



Year 11: Aleks Snell 

Aleks has really 

began to shine as 

a musician.  His 

tone on the flute 

has developed so 

much and he 

plays beautifully 

with expression.  He is a reliable 

member of flute group, concert 

band and also supports choir where 

possible.  He is also a regular soloist 

for our concerts. 

Year 12: Samuel Ward 

Sam is a new student at Richard 

Hale but has fully integrated himself 

in the Music Department taking part 

in many of our ensembles.  He is a 

talented composer and arranger as 

well as an outstanding 

guitarist.  Keep up the 

great work! 

 

 

 

Year 13: Thomas Martyn Stephens 

Thomas is our music prefect.  He contributes a significant 

amount to the music department.  Thomas is a regular solo 

performer both on Clarinet and Voice and takes part in many 

of our ensembles.  Outside of school, he performs regularly 

as a chorister and also plays the organ as demonstrated at 

the start of the Christmas concert.  Recently Thomas was 

hired as a soloist at All Saints Church’s performance of the 

Messiah.  Thomas takes a lead role with the department running Clarinet 

group and arranging music for them.  He supports with choir often helping lead 

sectional rehearsals.  He has also taught music theory to some of our younger 

students.  Thank you for all your hard work and dedication! 

 

 

 

 

 



National Youth Orchestra 

A massive congratulations to Thomas McDonnell who was accepted as an NYO 

Associate by the National Youth Orchestra as a clarinettist.  In order to be 

accepted there is quite a rigorous and competitive audition process.  Well-

deserved from a student who works extremely hard and is very talented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Why I do this job’ – Pauline Barwick – Dining Hall supervisor 

From the moment I joined Richard Hale I loved it, it’s like one big family. I love 

working with the boys – they’ve taught me a lot! The Dining Room is such a 

smooth and efficient area (it may look easy to manage but it’s not!)  and the 

boys show me respect. When I give them that ‘mum look’ they know how they 

should be behaving! It’s nice to have a relationship with them that really 

works: students often feel confident enough to open up and talk to me, 

showing they trust me which is so important in a school. 

 
 
 
 



Natural History Museum Field Trip December 2022 
Henry Smith – Year 12 

 

On Thursday 15th December 2022, the Year 12 

Geology class and Mr Clay visited the Natural History 

Museum of London.  

We arrived at Hertford North station at 8:15,  

although some were later than others, and were 

able to get the earlier train to South Kensington, 

where, because the museum hadn’t opened yet, we 

had breakfast at Prêt-à-Manger. 

Once the museum opened, we made our way over 

to the entrance to grab the annual Geology NHM 

picture. On entry, some of us made an early detour to the gift shop for a pen as 

mine had been misplaced!  

First up we proceeded to the dinosaur exhibition as Mr Clay had first-hand 

knowledge that it would likely be crowded later into the visit. Here we learned 

about the different hip structures, and modes of love of the two main dinosaur 

groups. The hip structure was useful for learning how these creatures would 

have walked and lived.  

After this we made our way to see the famous Dippy the 

Diplodocus, back from its UK wide tour after a number of 

years. We learned that it would have lived 145-155 

million years ago in Wyoming USA. 

Stop 2 and we made our way towards the world famous 

mineral galleries, which cemented the work we had done 

in the very first A level module on Minerals. We were 

asked to identify many different chemical compositions 

of the many minerals that were on display, and important 

for our understanding the Geology A level. The gallery 

has one of the finest collections of minerals in the world, including rare 

Meteorites.  



 

The final part of our visit was over in the ‘How the Earth Works’ exhibition, 

which was all about natural hazards and Earth processes. In here, we found a 

room that simulates an earthquake, similar to the Japan 2011 

tsunamis/earthquakes. There was also an area that focused on the different 

types of erosion such as chemical and physical, which we will be covering in 

our next module on Sedimentary rocks after 

Christmas.  

After Mr Clay worked us extremely hard, it was 

time for a very late lunch where we enjoyed a nice 

bubble waffle, before making our way back to 

Kensington station and Hertford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



‘Why I do this job’ – Dr Louise Morris – Director of Science/Assistant Head 

Teacher  

This week’s Year 11 Prestigious Universities meeting was such a ‘why I do this 

job’ moment that reflected the hard work of both our students and staff that I 

felt I had to share it with you all. I had asked Matthew McGinty and Peter 

Holmes, who got 19 Grade 9s between them at GCSE, to talk to the Year 11s 

about how they achieved this. I was expecting a Q&A session, but they came 

armed with a brilliant PowerPoint that they had worked on together and gave 

a fantastic presentation covering every aspect of preparing for exams that I 

could think of!  

They were extremely engaging, interacted with their audience who were very 

forthcoming with questions, and gave so much advice including knowing the 

specification and how to approach past paper questions. They discussed 

different ways of revising including an evaluation of some revision Apps and 

recommendations for YouTube videos. I was particularly impressed that they 

included tips on well-being and mistakes they had made and how they had 

overcome them (such as not preparing for a French listening mock, but when 

having done so properly for the actual GCSE increased their mark from 30 to 57 

out of 60!).  

It was also great to hear several times how much their teachers had helped 

them, including Mr Martin’s recommended YouTube videos and how Ms 

Pickles would mark the extra essays they did (although they did say that if 

everyone did that she might not manage!).  

It was such a delight to see two Richard Hale students go to so much effort to 

pass on their experiences to help younger boys – perfect examples of our three 

values. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New York Art Trip 
Mark Bateman – Year 10 

 
After 2 years of rescheduling and 

meticulously preparing for the Richard Hale 

Art Trip, It finally came around. In late 

October as the half term holiday was about 

to begin, we departed from Heathrow 

airport for a long 8 hour flight to New York! 

- The cultural and financial capital of the 

world. Throughout the trip 40 students 

from years 10, 11, and 13 explored the Big 

Apple, visiting landmarks and galleries that 

define New York from any other city. Its 

immense scale, sweeping skyline and maze 

of history was inspirational and many on 

the trip took this opportunity to integrate 

the experience with their coursework.  

The teachers were not wrong in 

saying that the five days were going 

to be full on. After listening to a 

guide on our coach from JFK airport 

to our temporary home, Westside 

YMCA and then unpacking our 

bags, we immediately rushed out to 

go to the Rockefeller Centre. This 

was our first glimpse of nightlife in 

New York. The sounds of angry taxi drivers, the bright lights and the bustling 

atmosphere all caught our eyes but we couldn’t stop to take pictures, there 

was plenty of time to do that later. The view of all the city lights atop the 

Rockefeller was mesmerizing and we admired the Empire State Building. After 

that experience we were planning to go to Times Square but the teachers 

made a calculated decision not to, seeing how exhausted (and jet lagged!) we 

were.  



Day Two, with not much sleep we 

prepared for a long but slower day. A 

quick breakfast at Grand Central Station 

and then 1.5 hour train ride up the 

Hudson River to a quaint town called 

Beacon. Our primary purpose that day 

was to explore the DIA: Beacon, a 

converted box factory that is now a 

modern art gallery. For lunch most of us 

filled up at the highly recommended local classic diner. The beautiful sunset 

reflected off the Hudson River on the train ride back and after arriving back in 

Manhattan we made our way over to Times Square to finally explore it. Times 

Square was one of the busiest places on our trip, filled with tourist shops and 

places like the M&M shop or the Pele store. You can’t forget all the dazzling 

billboards. 

Day 3 was one of my favourites. The day was filled with experiences such as 

walking the peaceful highline and visiting two art galleries - the Whitney 

Museum and the Museum of Modern Art (MoMa). Both of these galleries are 

very influential with many great artists’ work displayed. For example, Van 

Gogh’s Starry Night was in the MoMA and in the Whitney there was an Edward 

Hopper exhibition. In the evening we took the subway to Korea town. A group 

of year 11s and I went to a Korean restaurant called Take 31 and we were 

served classic Korean barbecue. If I ever go back to New York I definitely will 

need to go there again, in my opinion this was 

the best meal of the trip! 

Day 4 arrived with sore feet and tired faces but 

didn’t stop the excitement. A very early start 

meant we meant we made our way to the 

south end of Manhattan for a ferry over to the 

Statue of liberty. The statue of Liberty was 

idyllic for painting or drawing so many of us 

took the opportunity to do so. Other tourists 

commented on our drawings and were 

interested in where we had come from. The 



weather had begun to turn and the group photo became a flustered effort to 

quickly catch the last glimpse of sun. Next we headed over to Ellis Island which 

was full of history about Immigration and how influential the Island was. We 

then went back to Manhattan to visit the 9/11 Memorial and the One World 

Trade Centre. This was extremely moving especially as it began to rain. To end 

the day we splashed our cash in Soho before eating in either Little Italy or 

Chinatown, which seemed to be very eventful in both areas.  

For our final day of the trip we packed our 

bags and once again headed to the local 

bakeries for breakfast. Then we took a stroll 

through central park to the Metropolitan 

Museum Of Art and we were left to explore 

it in groups. After the MET we walked a 

further 15 minutes to the Guggenheim and 

its beautiful spiralling architecture. The trip 

drew to a close and the long flight back 

awaited us. The whole trip was a great 

bonding experience and despite the 

exhaustion and sore muscles, it left me and I suspect everyone else longing to 

go back.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Why I do this job’ – Mark Upponi-Davis – Geography teacher 

Being a Geography teacher is a real privilege, it is endlessly relevant to the real 

world, its changes and challenges, teaches responsibility towards our 

developing environmental situation, as well as allowing students to develop 

their skills of understanding, evaluation and empathy. These traits will 

hopefully allow them to go out into the world aware of the differences they 

can make in the future.  

Although covering the curriculum is key, one of the most rewarding and 

valuable parts of being in the classroom, is allowing students to ask questions 

on any aspect of the subject that they are interested in. As we say in our 

department: “Geography is everything”, so it means the wide range of 

questions the students ask certainly keep me on my feet! The satisfaction 

students get from grasping a topic and seeing how it develops their 

understanding of the world around them, their place within it and 

responsibility to it, is a real joy, one that I will never tire of. 



INSIDE OUT   Head Boy  

Why did you decide to come to Richard Hale School?  
When I looked round RHS in year 6 I was instantly drawn 
to it. I thoroughly enjoyed my time up to year 11 so it was 
a no-brainer to continue into sixth form.  
 
Where do you see yourself in five years?    
I hope to be undertaking a year of experience in an 
architecture practice as part of the pathway to qualify as 
an architect. 
 
Who do you most admire and why?  
Definitely my parents, as they work extremely hard to give me as many 
opportunities as possible. 
 
What do you most dislike and why?    
Being unprepared- I like to be organised and well-equipped.  
 
If you were given a first-class ticket to travel anywhere in the world, where 
would you go and why? 
I would love to go to Peru, as I’ve always wanted to hike the Inca Trail. 
Experiencing the landscape, cloud forests, and Machu Picchu would be 
incredible. 
 
Five adjectives that describe me are: 

1. Passionate   4. Friendly 

2. Committed   5. Adventurous 

3. Responsible 

Who would you like to meet from history and why?   
Leonardo da Vinci as he was so ground-breaking for his time, and we still rely 
on some of his inventions today.  
 
What do you think is the most important quality that a teacher can have? 
Being approachable, so students can feel comfortable asking for help both in 
and out of lesson time. 
 
 



Who or what scares you most?    
Probably failing, but I use this to further motivate me. 
 
Who or what makes you laugh most? 
My dog as he is always excited to see me. 
 
If you were stranded on a desert island with a ready supply of food and 
water but little else, what three things would you miss most? Why? 

• Friends and family - just someone to talk to. 

• Music as I’m always listening to it. 

• My dog again as it always seems strange when he’s not around. 
 
 

Rugby Round-up - Autumn Term 
Brett McNamee – Head of Rugby 

 
At Richard Hale, we wish to create a culture that has a positive and long lasting 

impact on the player throughout their School life and beyond. The Autumn 

rugby term has had much to celebrate with many positives. The U18’s reached 

the last 16 of the Nationals, numerous students have been rewarded for their 

rugby excellence in terms of selection for the Saracens Academy and County 

representative sides. To date, a remarkable 96 matches have taken place with 

300+ students representing the School. In the New Year we look forward to the 

U12’s ‘tackling’ their Saturday fixture card. Furthermore, the seniors and U16’s 

will look to emulate their County Cup success of previous years. 

James Murray (13H) 1st XV Captain 
 
The year started with high hopes and aspirations, summer pre-season had an 
impressive turnout and we were excited to get going. 
 
We headed into the first game against UCS, excited to see what we could do as 
a team. The game started fast and we were strong, scoring points from both 
tight and out wide. It was evident we had a fierce pack and an elusive backline 
winning 43-3. 
 
We then travelled to Verulam for the first round of the National Vase where 
the opposition decided to turn up with 20 minutes until kick off, our team had 
to get changed in the car park showing real dedication and nothing would 



make us delay a 2.30pm KO. We started the game as we finished against UCS, 
James Murray scoring 3 tries and Noah Verdin scoring very early. However, the 
boys became complacent and messy, it ended 31-0 but we demanded more. 
 
We then moved on to St. Georges, which we knew was one of the biggest 
game of the season. Both teams had strong starts to the season, we warmed 
up well and were in the mood to play and this showed with a fast start and a 
dominant display, reinforcing the power of our pack and the speed and 
technicality of our backs once again, we won 31-5. 
 
Going into the 4th game against Coopers, we had some injuries which meant 
we could rotate players showing the strength and depth of our squad. It was a 
strong performance but we did make some silly errors, however it was still a 
dominant performance winning 42-15. Great performances from Tommy 
Neave and a standout display from Connor Sullivan who put his name in the 
hat for the centre position. 
 
We then had a midweek cup fixture travelling 1 hour and 30 minutes to Kings 
Ely. It was a very erratic game which lacked discipline and consistency in play, 
we won 52-26, but the boys went away disappointed and angry with the 
performance which demonstrated the expectations that we strive for. 
However, it was an exciting first game for the Tom Rutter in Year 11. 
 
We travelled to Brentwood for a game that was always going to be tough, 
however the boys showed obvious tiredness from Wednesday, although we 
had early pressure, we were always chasing the game and we eventually lost 
18-24 and a first loss of the year. 
 
We then rested personnel for the game against Bancroft, the team comprised 
of 1st XV and 2nd XV players plus a number of high profile Year 11’s, we still 
showed our skill set and how our style of play is universal through all of our 
senior teams, we won 38-22. 
 
We then moved on to a local derby against Bishops Stortford High School. Last 
year they did the double on us, this year we hosted the 3rd National Vase 
fixture. The boys were pumped and it showed with a brilliant warm up, the 
home crowd grew and were the 16th man. The game started strongly and 
stayed like that with unbelievable pace from our wingers and ruthless defence, 
shutting down their starman and their only game plan, we won in a dominant 
display 38-0. 



 
It was then time for a well-deserved 2-week break over half term as our game 
against Hitchin was cancelled although it was a game the boys really wanted to 
play. 
 
We then had another game against TBSHS, away in our Saturday block. It was a 
different feel to that of the cup match, the weather was horrendous only 
leading 5-0 at half time, some changes made in the second half and we won 
33-5 showing we can change our style of play to outwit the opposition. 
 
We then hosted QE Barnet and rested some key players with eyes on our 
midweek cup match, we won 46-23. 
 
Next up was RGS Colchester, 4th Rd National Vase. All the boys were fired up 
for the game knowing we had Mr Botheras running the touchline. Hugo 
Creasey scored a fantastic individual try in the first minute and we weathered 
the storm for the next 20 mins. However from then on we dominated the 
game with 3 tries from the forwards and 5 from the backs. The final result was 
54-6 and an excellent performance by all. 
 
We then played a new fixture against Merchant Taylors. It was a great game to 
test us and keep the momentum towards our last 16 National Vase fixture. At 
half time, the score was 0-0, then with more interchanges and playing 
downhill, we continued to apply pressure scoring two quick tries; we defended 
heroically for a large percentage of the second half then scored a great team 
try 17-0. Final play of the game was a lineout, which led to a try and even 
better conversion from Micheal Antony-Gibilaro, we won 22-0. 
 
It was an exceptional effort to reach the last 16 of Nationals. We travelled 
away to Samuel Whitbread on a windy gloomy day but we were full of 
excitement. We played into an extremely strong wind and struggled to 
penetrate their defensive line, we were 3-0 down at half time. In the second 
half, that strong wind had now died down with most of the game now being 
played in their 22, however frustrations grew through inconsistent officiating 
and numerous penalties receiving stronger sanctions. Samuel Whitbread 
scored a try completely against the run of play but once again, we were in their 
22 unable to turn pressure into points both, which can be deemed controllable 
and uncontrollable. We lost 17-0 but so very proud of our achievements to 
reach this stage of the competition. 
 



We ended the season at Watford Grammar with a team looking to bounce 
back. Michael Gibilaro scored in the corner, then another try soon followed, it 
was 10-0 at half time. Second half they fought back scoring a converted try and 
penalty, with only 5 mins remaining it was 10-10. The clock turned to red and it 
was going to end a stalemate, but who better, than that man Hugo Creasy to 
make a brilliant run into the corner to finish the year 13s rugby journey at Hale, 
the game ended 17-10. 
 
Overall, the season was successful playing 16 games, losing 2, scoring 500+ 
points, conceding 150, with tremendous contributions form the entire squad. 
The boys should reflect on this season with absolute pride, reinforced with the 
attention received from official RFU school rugby social media accounts 
identifying us as one of the best state school performing teams this year.   
 

 
 
Dan Buswell (13W) 2nd XV Captain 
 
The 2nd XV had a great season this year. As a team, we won 7 of our 8 games, 
scoring 273 points overall and only conceding 119. In our first game of the 
season against UCS we scored 47 points and conceded none, this gave us the 
momentum to carry on through the season, as we trampled St George’s, 
Coopers’ Company & Coborn, and Brentwood. We conceded minimal points in 
these games but bounced back nonetheless to secure victory.  
 
Our next game would not be so easily won. Playing away at Bishop’s Stortford 
High, we had a tough match. Having lost to them the previous season, we 
came for vengeance. The boys played well and hard to earn the victory. 



Coming away with a try difference of only 5 points, it was clear that the 
opposition was not to be toyed with.  
 
Our next game against Queen Elizabeth’s saw the team win by 19 points, but 
also offered some reflection upon the 21 points we conceded. We could not let 
ourselves become complacent nearing the end of the season. Unfortunately, in 
our next game we lost to Merchant Taylors. This was an unfortunate loss 
because we had had such a good run leading up to this match. But no matter 
what, we kept our heads high staying composed in the face of adversity.  
 
To finish the season we played Watford Grammar sealing a convincing win to 
end on a high. 
 
The quality of players this year has also been phenomenal; we had some new 
players join the Richard Hale community. In the 2nd’s we had the pleasure of 
Jim joining our ranks, getting the badge wherever possible. We also saw some 
year 11’s play up with us demonstrating their ability to adapt to unfamiliar 
faces fluidly. Harrison Gawthorne, Tom Rutter, Troy Sullivan, Ronnie Bennet 
and Tom Bishop. We have had a great season and I hope we are able to find 
some fixtures next year.  
 
I would like to thank Mr Clay who has stepped in to Coach the 2nd XV on 
Saturdays motivating the team to play to the last whistle. To Mr McNamee 
who has organised all our fixtures this season, giving us the opportunity to play 
rugby week in week out. You have been such an inspiring coach. We, the year 
13’s, will all miss you. The year 12’s have a season to look forward to. 
 
It has been a pleasure to represent the school with such wonderful people. 
Having year 13’s, 12’s and 11’s, playing alongside each other, has been an 
experience for all of us. The level of passion and comradery I have seen in the 
players has been unforgettable. I and the rest of the year 13’s look forward to 
hearing from you during your next season as you continue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 11 Rugby  
 
The U16’s season finished with the record played 3; won 3; lost 3. There some 
very notable team performances in particular UCS, St Georges and Watford 
Grammar. The losses against Brentwood and TBSHS were extremely tight and 
would have been a different result on another day. A particular mention 
should be given to Harrison Gawthorne who has been the talisman for the 
squad both on and off the field. 
 
The Year 11’s contribution to the Senior XV programme has been immense, 
numerous students have represented the 1st XV and 2nd XV and it is clear the 
2023/24 Senior XV are driven to emulate the success that we have achieved 
this year.  
 
Darius Ionescu (Page) Year 10 Captain   
 
This was a very mixed year for our year 10 rugby team, full of ups and downs. 
We started the season with an unfortunate loss, away at UCS. There were 
several injuries in that game but the boys kept their heads held high and never 
gave up the fight. The final score was 26 - 16 to the opposition.  
 
The next match was a day everyone would like to forget. Away at St. George’s 
School, we suffered a 47 - 0 defeat. On the other hand, having put out a mixed 
team, everyone got some playing time, which is beneficial to grow as a player 
as it gives you a boost of confidence and is a great experience.  
 
The following Saturday was our first home game of the season. With an 
excellent first half performance yet a poor second half, we lost 35 - 14 to 
Coopers’ Company & Coborn School. Many were upset at the final result yet 
next week was the game that mattered: our first cup game. In a tight match 
against Verulam School, Hale managed to come out on top and progress onto 
the following round, with a 33 - 12 victory at home.  
 
After this match, we then once again lost to Brentwood School in a very close 
game that ended 26 - 19. Then, at home against Bancroft’s School, we 
managed to secure a 21 - 14 win in an excellent game of rugby. It was last play, 
on the halfway line. The scores were level. We knew if we kicked the ball away, 
we would end with a draw, which was not a bad outcome, yet we were hungry 
for a win. We played on and after some brilliant phases, we scored in the top 
right corner to win the game, Jack Gardiner was the one to do it.  



After this, we lost the following two games. A high scoring game with Hitchin 
Boys’ School, ending 55 - 34, showed us that we needed to work on our 
defence. This was improved in a physical game versus Bishop’s Stortford High 
School, where the conditions were cold and very wet. The game ended 19 - 17.  
 
We only used this loss to fuel us for the next game, which was against 
Sandringham in the cup. After a dominant display by Hale, with several tries 
scored and good defence, the game ended 57 - 17. This was a great game, 
showing what we were capable of as a team yet the following two games both 
ended in losses. 24 - 7 against QE’s school and 38 - 12 versus Merchant Taylors. 
The score of this game does not reflect the outcome. Having played the 
majority of the game in 14 men, at times even in 13 compared to the 
opposition’s 15, the boys never gave up and gave it their all.  
 
After that, we played our final Saturday game of the season against Watford 
Grammar School. We won 36 - 29. Only a couple days later, we played St. 
Albans in our cup match. This was a fantastic game. Despite facing a very 
physically big opposition, the boys played well, putting in some great defence 
in desperate times. On attack, we looked good too. With some injuries, the 
game ended 36 - 30. Our best efforts were not enough to come back from 
being 14 - 0 down. Everyone played great, having to deal with a controversial 
referee. That was some way to end the season.  
 
I would like to say a special mention to Arthur Deacon who played incredibly 
well, all throughout the season, and made a significant impact when he was on 
the pitch.  
 
Dylan Irving (Croft)  -  Year 9A Captain 
  
This season has been a credit to the team's perseverance and has been a 
demonstration of how far we have come since last year. Our  progression has 
been demonstrated by our success at a recent tournament where the team 
showed brilliant determination and  went on to ultimately beat teams that at 
the beginning of the season we had lost to such as QE Boy’s school.  
 
Many individuals have stepped up and been working hard to improve their 
game and have moved up to the As allowing us to have two strong sides as 
well as being able to get 4 teams against Merchant Taylor’s.  
 



Our results this season have not credited the progression of the team, but all 
of the boys have played fantastic rugby and been unfortunate to concede 
where we have. We have stood out from other teams in the ways we would 
keep going in matches that were not going our way, keeping our heads high 
and fighting for tries even in the last 5 minutes.  
 
The squad has an upcoming game against Chauncey in January where we are 
determined to prove ourselves and demonstrate how far we have come. 
  
George Dover-Smith (Hale) -  Year 9B Captain 
  
This season, we have played 9 games and showed our resilience and skill in 
each one. Although we got off to a shaky start, we displayed our skill 3 weeks 
in with a dominant away win at Coopers Coburn 33-22.  

Over the year, our defence and attack significantly improved, ending with a 
comfortable 29-15 win against Watford Grammar. Many new players joined 
the team this year, and along with the more experienced in the side, everyone 
gave 100% every weekend, showing up rain or shine.  

Even if some results didn’t go our way, including a harsh 33-34 defeat to QE 
Boys where many of us thought we deserved to win, I am proud of everyone 
who has committed to the team this year and I look forward to another fun 
season next year. 

 
Ben Iles (Kinman) Year 8  
 
We started the season with a few losses but improved over the season and 
gave some amazing performances against some brilliant sides. Highlights of the 
season were victories against a strong Hitchin side and hard fought wins 
against Haileybury School and Queen Elizabeth School Barnet.  
 
We played eleven fixtures this year and our play has definitely gone up a notch 
from last year. There were many amazing individual performances but overall 
the entire A and B team played incredibly well and worked very hard. We 
improved on our teamwork and improved in all areas across the field.  
 
There were games where we were short of numbers but we still managed to 
deliver decent performances in sometimes not favourable conditions. Overall, 
although our results sometimes didn’t show it, we played a very good season 
of rugby. 



 

 

Year 7 Rugby  

The Under 12’s have certainly enjoyed their first rugby season. Our focus in 
Year 7 is participation, with the aim to develop and engage a large pool of 
players. We have had over 75+ students regularly attend training and seen 
individuals with limited or no rugby experience now look like seasoned players 
to go alongside those who joined the School with significant rugby experience.  
 
To date, Year 7 have had the opportunity to play in 4 fixture blocks consisting 
of 16 matches. The Brentwood fixture had 6 teams and 100+ students 
representing the School. Next term looks very promising, as the cohort will 
continue to develop into confident and competent players through exposure 
to the long-term development process.   
 
The planning and organisation for next season is in full swing. Next season will 
see our most competitive fixture card with countless playing opportunities 
against quality opposition. It is with great pride that many well-known rugby 
schools are asking for block fixtures.  
 
Finally, I would personally like to thank  

- Hertford RFC for their cooperation throughout the season; 
- all the Richard Hale parents and carers for their continued support 

throughout this busy term of rugby whether it be from the side lines, 
officiating or assisting with a match day squad, whilst juggling many 
other commitments; 



- and the RHS PE department for their time and efforts with all of our 
teams providing so many positive rugby experiences and opportunities.  

 

 

 
‘Why I do this job’ – Kelly Williamson – Head of Year 10 

I set my Year 9 Chemistry class a homework to select one of the first 20 

elements and make a model of the atom. I was blown away by the students’ 

creativeness and efforts. Most importantly the model atoms had the correct 

number of subatomic particles. A great class! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Y11 Geography Field trip to Epping Forest 
Mr Skipper - Head of Geography 

 

On a biblically wet Thursday in November nearly 140 year 11s, plus many staff, 

boarded some very heavily delayed coaches following extensive road flooding 

in the area. Already, this day was looking like it could be a disaster, as we 

peered out of the coach windows at the awful weather and the prospect of 5 

hours stood outside in the wet and cold! 

As part of the GCSE Geography, students are required to undertake elements 

of fieldwork in order to investigate a Geographical enquiry question. This year 

the Year 11’s stayed more local and visited the Field Studies Council in Epping 

Forest. The investigation aimed to see how both biotic and abiotic factors 

interrelated in a deciduous woodland and also sought to investigate if there 

were differences in characteristics between an area of managed and 

unmanaged woodlands.  



However, the rain did not dampen the students’ spirits and they quickly got 

engaged with the work when we arrived. Students worked in groups to collect 

data on tree girth and height, vegetation cover and took soil samples, which 

involved smearing muddy samples onto worksheets as well as also looking at 

soil depth. They used Lux meters to compare levels of light and then linked this 

to the vegetation measurements to see if there were any correlations. The 

students asked good questions to the Field Studies Council staff and used their 

time to collect good quality data, despite the weather. 

As the day progressed, the sun even briefly came out just in time for the 

students to conclude their data collection ready to be analysed back at the 

centre and, later, back in school.  

From a day that looked like it could be potentially a wash out, it transpired to 

be a great success (and not just because the weather improved!) and a real 

credit to the boys involved. I would also like to also say a huge thank you to 

both the staff who supported the trip both in the field and also if you were 

covering one of our lessons that day. 

 

 

 

 

 



‘Why I do this job’ – Michelle Spencer – Science teacher 

As an ECT I often find myself leaving lessons with the overriding thought that 

next time I would do it very differently! But - a big but - I've also managed 

lessons which put a big smile on my face.  

A couple of recent highlights: 

1. Teaching metabolism to Y10, where a normally very quiet student who 

lacked confidence was happy to demonstrate the effect of exercise on heart 

rate with press-ups, jogging on the spot and any other form of workout that 

the students demanded! He loved it and seemed really proud at the end, using 

his watch to tell the others how his pulse had changed. 

2. I like to end my Y12 Biology class on a Friday P5 with a fun activity, which 

normally involves models. Last week I kept it simple and the students modelled 

chromosomes with pieces of wool to illustrate DNA replication. They all got 

stuck in and made posters of their models, while discussing the merits of 

knitting vs crochet! One said, "I love these activities" which I'm hoping wasn't 

just about it being more relaxed! 

3. I love teaching the Space topic to Y8 - the fascination on their faces when I 

show the Brian Cox video on the sheer scale of our universe is a joy. I don't 

mind at all when I get the inevitable questions I cannot begin to answer ("How 

can we prove that multiple parallel universes exist? and "Are we all going to be 

sucked in to dark matter?" were two from the last lesson) as I think it's great 

when I can say that the whole point of science is to keep on discovering! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rekindling our European connections 
Alex Tyldesley - Modern Foreign Languages Co-ordinator 

 
Sadly, due to the pandemic, we have been unable to run our French and 
German exchanges since 2019. We are delighted that in 2023 we will once 
again be able to visit our partner schools – Collège Gaston Serpette in Nantes, 
France and the Heinrich Schliemann Gymnasium in Fürth, Germany.  
 
Through the long-standing connections that we have with these two schools, 
numerous students have previously benefited from the opportunity to spend a 
week immersed in the foreign language they study, living with families, 
attending school and taking part in varied and enjoyable group activities. New, 
international friendships have been formed and many boys have grown in 
confidence as a result of their exchange trip.  
 
We are very excited to open up this opportunity to our Year 9 and Year 10 
students. We look forward to welcoming our exchange partners to Hertford in 
the spring, and experiencing the delights of France and Germany in the 
Summer Term. Keep a lookout for tales of our exchange adventures in the next 
edition of Hale News! 
 
 

 

Nantes, France 

 

Fürth, Germany 

 

 

 



Christmas Jumper Day 

The total amount raised for ‘Save the Children’            

as a result of Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 

16th December was….  

£486.75 

 

 


